
Sermon Discussion Questions 
January 15, 2023  

Sermon Title: “Power to Forgive in God’s Providence” Genesis 45:1-15  

Please take time to re-read the passage before embarking on the questions.  

Intro question: Chuck said, “Christians talk about forgiveness the most but practice and 
experience it the least.”  Chuck has also formerly quoted author Philip Yancey, ““I rejected the 
church for a time because I found so little grace there. I returned because I found grace 
nowhere else.” How is this bad news but also tremendously good news for Christians?  

Key sermon idea: “The deepest power to forgive is to be confident in God’s good providence in 
your life.  

Point 1 – Confidence in God’s Sovereign Hand in our life  

1. Three times Joseph says, “God has sent me here.” How does simply reframing your life 
experience help to make sense of your life, under God’s sovereign hand?  

2. “Our issue with things done to us, or things we experienced, is not with others but with 
God Himself.”  See Genesis 50:20. Why is it hard to see God’s hand through painful 
circumstances?  

3. Joseph’s comfort was, “I’d rather be in God’s hands, the hands of our Covenant keeping 
Yahweh, than anyone else’s.” How can you deepen your grasp of God’s sovereign hand 
in your life?   

4. “Your peculiar suffering can lead to God’s peculiar kindness and your peculiar good.”  
What’s one experience that seemed difficult but in hindsight you can see it was for your 
good?  

5. “Everything that will happen to us, will only drive us deeper into His love.”  What are 
some ways we can keep that truth fresh in our lives?  

Point 2 – Confidence in God’s Saving Hand in our life 

6. “God sovereignly ordains things he abjectly hates.”  How does this truth help make 
sense of the hard things we see in the world today?  

7. Jesus wept at the grave of Lazarus.  Are you easily able to weep in sad times? Does it 
help to know that Jesus himself wept?   See Psalm 6:6-9 

8. On your own… are there circumstances or people that you like to talk through with a 
Christian friend, pastor or counselor?  

9. From Romans 8:32, if God was willing to give up His Son for you, will He not also give 
you all things… Including orchestrating the events of your life for your ultimate good and 
His glory?  How can you work that truth more fully into your life?  (Romans 8:28) 


