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Class 5 Assignment 
 
 

❑ Answer the study questions by reading the following texts with related scripture 

references: 

 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, Contemporary Edition 

Chapters 9-10 

 

  The Shorter Catechism, Q. & A. 29-31 

 

4 States of Humanity 

 

Doctrinal Comparison Between Arminianism and Calvinism 

 

Scripture Reading - Romans 8; Psalm 18 

 

Optional Reading:  

Summary of Christian Doctrine, Louis Berkhof. Chapters 18-19 

The Five Points of Calvinism, Edwin H. Palmer 

Chapter 2  (If you desire to explore Uncondtional Election carefully) 

 

 

Topics this week: 

• Common Grace 

• Effectual Call 

• Ordo Salutis 

• Regeneration 

• Four States of Man 

• Unconditional Election 

 

 

Common Grace, Effectual Calling, Regeneration, Four States of 

Humanity 
 

Reading: 

The Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 9 – Human Choice is Freed by 

God’s Choice 

Chapter 10 – God Effectively Calls Sinners 

to Reconciliation 

The Shorter Catechism    Q. 29-31 
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THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH 

 

CHAPTER IX. - Of Free-Will. 

I. God hath endued the will of man with that natural liberty, that it is neither forced, nor, by any absolute 

necessity of nature, determined to good, or evil. [1] 
1. James 1:13-14; 4:7; Deut. 30:19; Isa. 7:11-12; Matt. 17:12; John 5:40 

 

II. Man, in his state of innocency, had freedom, and power to will and to do that which was good and well 

pleasing to God; [2] but yet, mutably, so that he might fall from it. [3] 
2. Eccl. 7:29; Gen. 1:26, 31; Col. 3:10 

3. Gen. 2:16-17; 3:6, 17 

 

III. Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good 

accompanying salvation: [4] so as, a natural man, being altogether averse from that good, [5] and dead in 

sin, [6] is not able, by his own strength, to convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto.[7] 
4. Rom. 5:5; 8:7-8; John 6:44, 65; 15:5 

5. Rom. 3:9-10, 12, 23 

6. Eph. 2:1, 5; Col 2:13 

7. John 3:3, 5-6; 6:44, 65; I Cor. 2:14; Titus 3:3-5 

 

IV. When God converts a sinner, and translates him into the state of grace, He freeth him from his natural 

bondage under sin; [8] and, by His grace alone, enables him freely to will and to do that which is 

spiritually good; [9] yet so, that by reason of his remaining corruption, he doth not perfectly, nor only, 

will that which is good, but doth also will that which is evil. [10] 
8. Col. 1:13; John 8:34, 36; Rom. 6:6-7 

9. Phil. 2:13; Rom. 6:14, 17-19, 22 

10. Gal. 5:17; Rom. 7:14-25; I John 1:8, 10 

 
V. The will of man is made perfectly and immutably free to do good alone in the state of glory only. [11] 

11. Heb. 12:23; I John 3:2; Jude 1:24; Rev. 21:27 

 

CHAPTER X. - Of Effectual Calling. 

I. All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, He is pleased, in His appointed and 

accepted time, effectually to call, [1] by His word and Spirit, [2] out of that state of sin and death, in 

which they are by nature to grace and salvation, by Jesus Christ; [3] enlightening their minds spiritually 

and savingly to understand the things of God, [4] taking away their hear t of stone, and giving unto them 

an hear t of flesh; [5] renewing their wills, and, by His almighty power, determining them to that which is 

good, [6] and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ: [7] yet so, as they come most freely, being made 

willing by His grace. [8] 
1. Acts 13:48; Rom. 4:28, 30; 11:7; Eph. 1:5, 11; II Tim. 1:9-10 

2. II Thess. 2:13-14; James 1:18; II Cor. 3:3, 6; I Cor. 2:12 

3. II Tim. 1:9-10; I Peter 2:9; Rom 8:2; Eph. 2:1-10 

4. Acts 26:18; I Cor. 2:10, 12; Eph. 1:17-18; II Cor. 4:6 

5. Ezek. 36:26 

6. Ezek. 11:19; 36:27; Deut. 30:6; John 3:5; Titus 3:5; I Peter 1:23 

7. John 6:44-45; Acts 16:14 

8. Psa. 110:3; John 6:37; Matt. 11:28; Rev. 22:17; Rom. 6:16-18; Eph. 2:8; Phil 1:29 

 

II. This effectual call is of God’s free and special grace alone, not from anything at all foreseen in man, 

[9] who is altogether passive therein, until, being quickened and renewed by the Holy Spirit, [10] he is 

thereby enabled to answer this call, and to embrace the grace offered and conveyed in it. [11] 
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9. II Tim. 1:9; Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 9:11 

10. I Cor. 2:14; Rom. 8:7-9; Titus 3:4-5 

11. John 6:37; Ezek. 36:27; I John 3:9; 5:1 

 

III Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated, and saved by Christ, through the Spirit, [12] who 

worketh when, and where, and how He pleaseth: [13] so also are all other elect persons who are 

uncapable of being outwardly called by the ministry of the Word. [14] 
12. Gen. 17:7; Luke 1:15; 18:15-16; Acts 2:39; John 3:3, 5; I John 5:12 

13. John 3:8 

14. John 16:7-8; I John 5:12; Acts 4:12 

 

IV Others, not elected, although they may be called by the ministry of the Word, [15] and may have some 

common operations of the Spirit, [16] yet they never truly come unto Christ, and therefore cannot be 

saved: [17] much less can men, not professing the Christian religion, be saved in any other way 

whatsoever, be they never so diligent to frame their lives according to the light of nature, and the laws of 

that religion they do profess. [18] And to assert and maintain that they may, is very pernicious, and to be 

detested. [19] 
15. Matt. 13:14-15; 22:14; Acts 13:48; 28:24 

16. Matt. 7:22; 13:20, 21; Heb. 6:4-5 

17. John 6:37, 64-66; 8:44; 13:18; cf. 17:12 

18. Acts 4:12; I John 4:2-3; II John 1:9; John 4:22; 14:6; 17:3; Eph. 2:12-13; Rom. 10:13-17 

19. II John 1:9-12; I Cor. 16:22; Gal. 1:6-8 

 

Study Questions: 

 

1. What is common grace?  Please provide scriptural proof for your answer. 

 

 

2. What is effectual calling (internal)?  What is the difference between the general call 

(external) and the effectual call (internal)? Please explain your answer with Scripture. 

 

 

 

 

3. What is regeneration?  Are there any conditions for regeneration? Please explain your  

 

 

 

 

4. What are the four states (conditions) of humanity? What are persons able to do in 

regard to sin in each state (condition)? (See WCF chapter 9.2-9.5 and the article on the 

Four States of Humanity) 

 

 

 

 

5. Explain how God’s effectual call has freed human choice. Please explain your answer 

with Scripture. 
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For Q.6 – Please read the paragraphs below from The Westminster Confession of Faith for 

Study Classes - G.I. Williamson, Copyright 1964 Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, 

Philadelphia, PA.  ISNB: 0-87552-538-5.  (Page 88) Reprinted by permission of the author and 

publishing company. 
 “These sections of the confession teach us (1) who they are who are effectually called, (2) when, (3) by 
what means, (4) from what moral and spiritual condition, (5) to what moral and spiritual condition, (6) in 
what manner they are effectually called, and (7) that this effectual call is wholly of God. 

We begin here a survey of the ordo salutis – the order of the application of redemption to the elect.  In this 

order we distinguish the following: (1) the free offer of salvation in the gospel (God’s general call), (2) 

regeneration (the creative act of God making the elect new beings in heart), (3) conversion (the exercise of the 

new heart in responding to the gospel in repentance and faith), (4) justification (the judicial act of upon 

repentance and faith by which He declares and constitutes His elect “just” or righteous), (5) adoption (the act by 

which God admits them into the rights and privileges of sons of God), (6) sanctification (the work of God’s 

Spirit by which the elect are enabled to persevere in faith unto ever greater conformity to the will of God), and 

(7) glorification (by which at the resurrection of the body, the believer is at last constituted perfect in Christ 

both in body and soul, forever).”  

 

 

6. Write out the ordo salutis. Define each term with references from Scripture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What is so crucial about the order of salvation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Optional Reading: 

The Five Points of Calvinism Chapter 2 – Unconditional Election 

 

Note:  In order to study this topic and these questions carefully, it is highly recommended 

that you read the chapter on unconditional election from Palmer’s book The Five Points of 

Calvinism. 

Study Questions: 

 

 

1. State what unconditional election means. Please give Scripture to support your answer. 
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2. Explain the statement “Everybody gets what he wants.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Try to explain foreknowledge by showing how the word “know” is used in Gen.4:1 

(NKJV); Gen. 18:19; Numb 31:18 (NKJV); Amos 3:2; Matt 7:23; Rom. 8:29; 1 Cor. 

8:3; 2 Tim. 2:19 

 

 

 

 

4. Why do people tend to favor Arminianism over Calvinism? (See the article “Doctrinal 

Comparison Between Arminianism and Calvinism) 

 

 

 

 

5. Distinguish between “ability” and free will. Please give Scripture to support your 

answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. If God is ultimately the one in our lives to make us more like Christ, why then do we 

need spiritual disciplines, like reading God’s Word and praying? 

 


