
Class 1 Introduction 
 

Resource List 
 

1. Know What You Believe Handouts 

 

2. The Westminster Confession of Faith, (with proofs) 

 
3. The Westminster Shorter Catechism, (with proofs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Summary of the Christian Faith 

The Nicene Creed, ELLC Translation 
 

We believe in one God, the Father,  
the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, light from light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father [and the Son], 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  



Glossary of Terms and Theologians 
 

In this course, you’re going to be introduced to some specific people, events, and 
teachings.   Below are some important theologians and terms you’ll read and hear 
about.   
 
Augustine (354-430).  He is widely regarded as one of the most influential writers of western 
Christianity (which includes Roman Catholicism and Protestantism) Doctrines, such as original 
sin, grace, and predestination were developed by him.   
 
John Calvin (1509-1564). He was a Protestant Reformer, whose writings, specifically, The 
Institutes of the Christian Religion have had a tremendous influence upon Protestantism. 
 
Martin Luther (1482-1546). He is greatest figure of the 16th Century Reformation.  He is 
particularly identified with the doctrine of justification by faith alone.  His posting of his 95 
theses is generally regarded as the beginning of the Reformation. 
 
Reformation.  This is a movement which took place in the 16th century and it eventually led to a 
schism from the Roman Catholic Church.  Its major teachings emphasized reliance on the 
Scripture as the source of right belief and only through faith in Christ alone could one be 
justified before God.  Like the authority of Scripture, justification by faiel alone.   
 
Reformed Theology.  “Reformed Theology” traces its roots back to the reformers of the 16th 
century, most specifically from the writings of John Calvin and his followers.  Of course, 
reformers, like Calvin, would say they taught what the Bible always taught.  These truths 
include the authority of Scripture, the sovereignty of God, and salvation by grace through faith 
alone.  It will also include the Five Points of Calvinism, which are developed by Calvin’s 
followers.   
 
Covenant Theology.  It is an interpretive framework for understanding the overall flow of 
Scripture, which emphasizes divine covenants that unify the whole Bible. Those who subscribe 
to Reformed Theology will often identify themselves a covenantal. 
 
Calvinism.  This is essentially the same as Reformed Theology.   
 
Westminster Confession.   This is a Reformed (emphasizing Reformed Theology) Confession, 
which was drawn up at the Westminster Assembly in 1646.  It is a summary of Christian 
doctrine and historically has been very influential in Presbyterian Churches.  It is part of the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in America.   
 
 

 



Class 2 Assignment 

 
 
 
❑ Answer the study questions by reading the following texts with related scripture 

references: 
 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, Contemporary Edition 
Chapters 1-2 

 
  The Shorter Catechism, Q. & A. 1-6, 88-90  
 

Scripture Reading - Hebrews 1; John 1; Psalm 119:1-96 

 
Optional Reading: 
 

Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy 
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