
The Process of Forgiveness Sermon Discussion Questions 
Scripture: Mark 11.25; Luke 17.3-5; Eph 4.31-32 

 
Intro: 

• Share a funny or serious story (both can be beneficial—one can loosen the group up, 
one can encourage vulnerability) about a time when you really screwed up (could just 
be a mistake, not necessarily a sin) and someone forgave you (maybe didn’t say those 
words, but someone was gracious and didn’t hold your failure against you) 

 
1. How God has forgiven us in Christ 

• Describe the difference between the “legal” and the “relational” sides of God’s 
forgiveness for us.  How do they relate? 

• What aspect of God’s “legal” forgiveness of your sin is most mind-blowing for you (or, 
what aspect are you most grateful for)?  Any Scripture passage that highlights this? 

• What makes it hard for you to receive and/or experience God’s forgiveness of you? 

• Think of a time when a human has forgiven you—how easy or hard was it for you?  
What was difficult?  How did it impact you? 

 
2. How to forgive others like God has forgiven us 

• Bob asked each of us to think of a person who has wronged us in some way—if 
appropriate, share the situation with your group or think of an example that would be 
appropriate to share 

• What are the dominant emotions you’re experiencing? 

• In what ways has your sense of justice been violated?  Do you see yourself playing 
prosecutor and judge? 

• What’s your reaction to letting God be prosecutor and judge?  What might help you do 
this? 

• Bob said we have to come to grips with the reality that what I have done to God is far 
worse than what this person did to me.  Do you agree?  What makes this hard to 
accept?  What makes you agree with this?  What Scripture passages inform your 
thinking? 

• How might we relate differently to those who wrong us if we first worked out our anger 
and bitterness with God? 

• Describe what loving confrontation looks like. 

• Where in the process of forgiveness do you feel you get stuck, in general or with the 
person you thought of?  What help could you use to get unstuck? 


