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Sermon Title: “Embody the Welcome of God” | Pastor Mark Whipple 

Romans 16:16, 1 Cor 16:20, 2 Cor 13:12, 1 Thess. 5:26   

Warm up Question: What is your “love language”? Is yours touch or something else?  

Please take time to re-read the passage before embarking on the questions.  

Point 1 – What is God asking us to do? 

1. Many of us can appreciate that it can feel socially awkward to give physical signs of 
affection in our culture today. However is it possible that we are missing something 
of God’s command to give “a holy kiss?”   

a. See the article Mark mentioned, 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/bring-back-the-holy-kiss/ 

2. What other tangible ways can we express our unity and affirmation of one another 
in Christ (firm handshake, hand on shoulder, etc.)?  

3. How does the context of this verse add weight to Paul’s commands to greet one 
another with a holy kiss?  2 Corinthians 13:11–12 (ESV)    11 Finally, brothers, rejoice. 
Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace; and 
the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss.  

Point 2 – Why is this important?  

4. How can a hug or a holy kiss say both “I love you” but also “God loves you!”?  
5. Is it possible that there are people in our midst who are “touch starved?” How could 

this new approach be a ministry to them?  
6. Where are you on the communication continuum – are you more of a text – and 

email – person these days, or are you physically present with people in your life?  
What are the dangers of our new technology age?  

Point 3 – How can we do this?  

7. If we truly experience the holy kiss of the Father (think of the parable of the Prodigal 
Son), then how does that make physical touch of other Christians seem like more of 
a ministry of God’s grace towards us?  

8. Recall the quote from Charles Spurgeon, “O sinner, if you but know how God would 
welcome you, you would at once repent and find yourself happy in the love of God.”  
How does that “forgiven much / love much” dynamic play out in your life?  

9. How did seeing the Lord’s Supper as a “holy kiss” and welcome from God today 
impact you?  

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/bring-back-the-holy-kiss/

