
Sermon Discussion Questions – December 11, 2023 
“Advent-Shaped Life – Chuck Jacob – Romans 15:14-33 

 
Share a “life changing” experience you (and perhaps your whole family) have experienced. How 
did it change things? 
 
Chuck shared how this passage reflects (1) Paul’s “Advent-Shaped” calling, resulting in (2) Paul’s 
“Advent-Shaped” Travel/Movement, which impacts (3) Our “Advent-Shaped” Participation in 
God’s Purposes. 
 
1. Paul’s Advent-Shaped Calling – Romans 15:14-22 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you” (John 
20:21b; see also Matt 28:19-20). In response, Paul shared that he was given grace to be a 
minister for Christ in order to minister to Christ (15:16). 

• Paul calls believers in Romans 12:1-2 to our bodies as a living sacrifice, not to be 
conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewal of our minds.  How is this 
“spiritual worship” a ministry “for Christ” and “to Christ”? 

• Chuck described Paul’s calling as being a “vehicle through which Christ ministers.” By 
dedicating your body as a living sacrifice, what you do all week long is a serving as a 
vehicle through which Christ ministers. How does that impact what you do? 

 
2. Paul’s Advent-Shaped Movement – Romans 15:23-29 

Chuck described Paul’s “back and forth” movement between ministry to believers (bringing 
aid to the saints in Jerusalem, v. 25, 28) and ministry to non-believers (extending the gospel 
to new places, vs. 24, 28). Like Paul, each of us is called to minister to both believers and 
non-believers.  

• What opportunities do you have to minister to believers (at CGS and beyond)? 

• What opportunities do you have to minister to non-believers? 

• What Spirit-led motivation do you need to engage in both areas? 
 

3. Our Advent-Shaped Participation – Romans 15:30-33 

• First, Paul appealed to his readers to “strive together with me in your prayers to God on 
my behalf”. How does intercessory prayer for one another make a difference in the 
ministry God has called us to? 

• Second, Chuck reviewed the unexpected way God answered these prayers, by using 
difficulties, trials, and even prison to accomplish His purposes. (Even though it is a 
surprising answer to us, this was no surprise to God – see God’s statement to Ananias 
about Paul’s ministry in Acts 9:16).  

o How have you seen God unexpectantly answer prayer in your life and the lives of 
others? 

o Take a moment (individually and together) to bow before God and submit 
yourself to His purposes, though they may seem unusual to you. 

 


