
Sermon Discussion Questions – November 6, 2022 
“Government Is God’s Gift?” – Romans 13:1-8 

 
Warm Up:  During election seasons, how do you cope with the incessant political advertising? 
 
1. God-given authority to the state – Romans 13:1-2 

• Chuck said that Paul was subtle in v. 1, stating that all authority is accountable to God 
because authority comes from God. How did Daniel stress this point in his words to King 
Belshazzar in Daniel 5:18-29? 

• Chuck stressed that we often gloss over how God speaks into the work of nations (see 
Isaiah 15-27; Jeremiah 46-52; Ezekiel 25-32; Obadiah). How does God’s concern about 
the actions of nation-states move you to understand more and pray for our world?  

• Chuck said Paul could be subject to rulers because he knew somebody else was 
sovereign. He stressed how the Psalms provide lament when nations are broken (“How 
long, O Lord?” see Psalm 13), as well as cries for God to “rise up” (see Psalm 94). And 
that we are called to entrust ourselves to God who judges justly (1 Peter 2:21-23), 
recognizing human vengeance does not accomplish the will of God (Romans 12:19-21). 

o What is an injustice in this world that upsets you? 
o Take a moment and use these passages to cry out to God about this injustice. 

 
2. God-given ministry of the state – Romans 13:3-6 

• In 13:3-6 Paul presents the role of authorities to restrain evil and promote the corporate 
good. Give an example from history, from the news, or from your own life how 
government authority has done this. 

• Chuck shared how people often err by using Romans 12:19-21 in a response of pacifism, 
or Romans 13:5-6 by taking matters into their own hands. Rather, he emphasized the 
need for circumstantial wisdom, recognizing situations fall into one of three categories: 

o Moral Decisions – where the Word of God is clear on a matter; 
o Wisdom Decisions – where believers can agree to disagree; and 
o Preferences – where one simply has a greater liking of one alternative over 

another. 
Discerning where a issue falls within these categories, and making decisions within 
them, can be a struggle. Identify one issue in your family, community, or in the world. 
What kind of decision is it? How would you suggest this decision be addressed? 

 
3. Our gospel response – Romans 13:7-8 

• Describe a time when you have been called upon to respect/honor an authority because 
of their position, not necessarily because of their actions or character. 

• Read Daniel 3, Daniel 6:1-10, and Acts 4:18-20. When is it responsible to disobey rulers 
and authorities? 

• Referring back to 1 Peter 2:21-25, Chuck commented “God worked the worst injustice 
for the salvation of the world.” What is an injustice you have faced or now face when 
you must entrust yourself to the one who judges justly?” 


