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Warm-up. Do you like surprises?  Or, how do you deal with uncertainty in your life?  

1. The big question today is, is God in control of world events, or of our lives? Does God have a plan?  

How do you answer that?  Does God work only through his covenant people or through others too?  

2. This passage highlights Cyrus, the pagan king of Babylon, and God appointed him “the anointed of the 

Lord.” Can a non-Christian king be anointed for God’s purposes? (45:1) 

3. “God is bigger than political power or military might. His power transcends both and are not to be 

identified with either.”  How can you see this in 45:1-3? 

4. The pastor highlighted the “irresistible attraction of God’s people.” Where is the salvation and the rule 

of God most regularly to be seen? Likewise, when we pray “let your will be done on earth as it is in 

haven,” where is this will expressed?  (see end of v. 14) . Noe that people from outside Israel are being 

drawn to Israel. “Come over” is a term of military conquest. They have been conquered by God.  

5. The OT key word was “Come” with Israel drawing others in, and the NT key command is “Go.”  How are 

we to live with both commands upon us?  

6. Our corporate life matters to God. “The work of the hidden God should be seen in the people of God.” 

Acts 1:8, Acts 2:45-47 show a church as a witnessing community that demonstrated their life in Jesus 

to the world.  What might that look like?   

7. We should be a community that offers a place of life instead of death, a place of peace instead of 

turmoil. What message receive from a watching world receive from us?  

8. The pastor asked, “Are we the refrigerator that preserves a perishable piety in frosty conditions, or an 

incubator that brings warmth and life to outsiders?” (v. 14-17) 

9. Rev. Victor said, from v. 18, “God is not the author of chaos. Don’t get too comfortable with chaos in 

your life.” Chaos results when people throw away God’s instructions. Where do you pray that God 

ends chaos in the world or in your world?  

10. In v. 19, “God communicates purposively.”  How is the Word clear and intelligible? Is it really for 

everyone, everywhere? How does v. 18, “I the LORD speak the truth; I declare what is right” encourage 

you?  

11. What do you make of the “unlimited evangelistic appeal” of v. 22? Jesus himself also said “Come to 

me.” Paul called this expansion from Israel to the whole world “the mystery hidden for ages.” 

(Colossians 1:26)  

12. “The universality of the fall of man, the universality of the rebellion of man, requires a universal 

response, and that response is Jesus.” How does this help your desire for evangelism?  

13. From v. 23, what are the different ways that people will come to bow their knee?  See Phil. 2:11 also.  

14. “The church will survive, the church will triumphant, because the success of the church is dependent 

on one person, Jesus.”  How do v. 23-25 lead us to this confident conclusion?  


