
Sermon Discussion Questions – “A Love That Overcomes Evil” 
Romans 12:9-21       Chuck Jacob 

 
Warm Up:  Chuck shared the terrible conditions of life in cities within the Roman empire in the 
first century AD. In contrast, take a moment to reflect on something you are grateful for. Share 
it with your group – and then take a few minutes in thanksgiving to God. 
 
Introduction:  This section of Romans is full of exhortations around the theme of overcoming 
evil. Paul ends the chapter (v. 21) by saying “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good.” As Christians, where do we get the resource or capacity to overcome the evil in our 
own souls as well as in our life contexts? (Hint: Look at Romans 8:11 & 12:1,2) 
 
1. Overcoming love within the family of God – 12:9-16 

In 12:9 Paul says, “Let love be genuine” – or without hypocrisy. He goes on to present at 
least ten ways “genuine” love expresses itself:  It is real (9); righteous (abhors evil, 9); 
familial (brotherly affection, 10); honoring (10); Godward (11); hopeful (12); generous (13); 
blessing (14); empathetic (15); harmonious (16); and teachable (16). 

• Identify one of these characteristics of overcoming love and share how someone in 
the Body of Christ has loved you in this way; 

• Identify a time when you have seen a Christian or Christians NOT act in overcoming 
love and the impact it had; 

• What is one way God is calling you to express overcoming love within the family of 
God this week? 

2. Overcoming love with the outside world – 12:17-21 
Paul shares two ways Christians are called to demonstrate “overcoming love” to the outside 
world: (1) Refusing to payback evil for evil (17 -18), and (2) not avenging yourself (19-21). 

• Refusing to payback evil for evil – not “fighting fire with fire” (17-18). 
Does this mean Christians should let people “run over” them or treat them 
improperly? How does this command cut across your natural inclinations? 

• Not avenging yourself -  not “settling the score” with “an eye for an eye” (19-21). 
This sounds impossible, doesn’t it?  
Take a moment and listen to Corrie ten Boom share how the Lord worked 
overcoming love into her life:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4gnZt1fXEQ 

• Who is a person, or perhaps a group of persons, to whom you need to demonstrate 
the overcoming love of Jesus? 

3. Reflecting on these commands, Chuck asked two questions: 

• Can you trust the justice of God who said “Vengeance is mine” (v. 19)? 

• Paul addresses all of these commands from the position of “by the mercies of God” 
(12:1). Are you confidant in God’s mercy towards you? 

Note: These are “close-ended” questions that can be answered by a “yes” or “no”. Take the 
time to consider the implication(s) of your answer. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4gnZt1fXEQ

