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Romans 9:30 – 10:13 

“Our Life-Defining Response to Jesus” 
 

Background to this passage: Deuteronomy 28, 29 and 30 come near the end of Moses’ long 
charge to the Israelites before they enter the promised land. These chapters tell a story of what 
is going to happen to Israel in the days to come. If Israel keeps God’s commandments, God 
promises blessings; if they don’t, he warns of curses to come. What’s more, Moses solemnly 
predicts that Israel will disobey, and so incur the curses. And the worst of the curses is that they 
will be driven out of the promised land, sent off into exile. That’s what chapters 28 and 29 are 
all about. 

But then Deuteronomy 30 has a fresh word, a further promise to which God commits 
himself (that’s the point of a ‘covenant’). When Israel has gone into exile, they might suppose 
that everything is finished; but God promises that if they turn back to him even while they are 
in exile, he will rescue them. More specifically, he promises to transform them, to change their 
hearts, so that they can at last keep his law the way he always intended. It won’t be a matter of 
people needing to climb up to heaven to get at the law; they won’t have to go across the sea to 
find it. It will come and find them! Then exile will be over; the curse will be undone; Israel will 
be saved. 

But what will this look like when it happens? How will Israel, when oppressed and exiled by 
foreign nations, know what to do, how to come by this new dispensation of the law? This 
question gnawed away at Jewish thinkers in the centuries before Paul’s time, as many of them 
believed they were still suffering the curses of Deuteronomy 29, with foreigners ruling over 
them. They longed for this promise of covenant renewal, including the circumcision of the 
heart, to come true, so that Israel could truly love the Lord (30:6) and be saved by him. So this 
‘tune’, this theme of blessings, curses and then the strange transformation and salvation, was 
the subject of a good many ‘variations’ as different thinkers struggled to see how their own 
generation could be the one to inherit the promises. And Paul gives his own God-breathed 
interpretation of that theme in Romans 10.1 

 
This passage is Paul’s effort to answer the question, ‘Why did the Jews miss salvation 

through Jesus?”  Paul’s answers…  
 

Point 1 – They miss the historical significance of Jesus (9:30-33) 
1. If the Jews pursed the law based on works but not by faith, and missed salvation by 

faith, what is a common mistake that we might make in regards to works?  
2. Explore the contrast contained in 9:33. How is that both a word of grace and a word 

of warning for the world?  
3. How is Jesus actually and truly the climax and the goal of history? How do you keep 

that reality alive in your heart and mind?  

 
1 Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone: Romans, Part 2: Chapters 9-16 (London: Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, 2004), 31–32. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/evry66ro02?ref=Bible.Ro10.5-13&off=9069&ctx=ople+in+the+future.%0a~This+is+where+Paul%E2%80%99s


4. How do you interact with Pastor Chuck’s question, “To what extent is my life my 
best response to who Jesus is?”  

 
Point 2 – They miss the biblical significance of Jesus (10:1-4) 

5.  How does the misguided zeal in 10:2 challenge us?  
6. There are three main understandings of v. 4, “Christ is the end of the law.” Which do 

you embrace most fully? 
a. The end, the termination of the law. Jesus ends the Mosaic covenantal and 

ceremonial law. 
b. The end goal, purpose, or telos of the law. Jesus frees us from the judgement 

of the law. 
c. The ultimate result of the law. All sacrifices and bible stories point to Jesus.  

 
Point 3 – They miss the nearness of God through Jesus (10:5-13)  
 

7. N.T. Wright says of v. 6-7.  “You don’t have to go up to heaven—because the 
Messiah has already come down to you. You don’t have to go down into the 
depths—because the Messiah has already been raised from the dead. The strange, 
cryptic promises which spoke of the final undoing of the curse of exile have come 
true—in Jesus! He is God’s fresh gift of grace, like the original law but in a 
completely new mode. This is Paul’s own variation on the theme of Deuteronomy 
30.” How does being reminded that Jesus, not us, is the true “hero” give you 
comfort in your Christian walk? 

8. Why do you think Paul says v. 11, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to 
shame.”   

9. V. 13, “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Unpack what 
aspects of salvation are particularly needed and how they meet our real needs 
today.  

 


