
Sermon Discussion Questions – The Mystery of Sovereign Grace 
9/4/22 – Romans 9:1-13 – Chuck Jacob 

 
Cultural dispositions are the mind and character of a culture. What are some changes in cultural 
disposition you have observed over the last few years? 
Chuck said, “Romans 9 challenges our cultural dispositions.” From your initial contact with this 
chapter, what cultural dispositions do you see it challenge? 
 
1. A Mysterious (Honest) Question – 9:1-6 

Romans 8 ends with the exuberant declaration that nothing can stop God’s purposes. 
Christians are “more than conquerors” and “nothing can separate us from God’s love.” But 
anyone familiar with the Old Testament would challenge this assertion: “What happened to 
the Jews?” Many of God’s “covenant people” utterly rejected His Messiah!  

• Paul isn’t just pondering a theological question here. What was his emotional 
condition as he considered this question (vs. 1-3)? Why is this important? 

• Review 9:4-5. What advantages did the Jews have? 

• Take a quick look at John’s summary in John 1:10-13. What is the difference 
between those who received Jesus and those who didn’t? 

• Chuck asked the anguished question of many Christian parents:  Are God’s promises 
worth anything? Has God’s Word failed? Who do you know who has felt this way?  

2. An even more Mysterious First Answer – 9:6-13 

• Verses 6-8 explodes the traditional Jewish view of their heritage. It also explodes many 
Christian traditions. “Not all of Jewish (or Christian) offspring by birth are part of God’s 
covenant people.” Paul uses Isaac & Ishmael, and Jacob & Esau as illustrations. What are 
other OT examples of faithless covenant children? 

• In v. 11 Paul says salvation (God’s purpose of election) is “not because of works but 
because of God’s call.” 

o How is this difficult news?  
o Because this stresses the totally unconditional nature of salvation, how is this 

also amazingly good news? 
3. Our response to this mystery 

• Some might say, “If salvation is God’s sovereign choice, there is nothing we can do 
about it.” But that wasn’t Paul’s response! These facts led Paul to anguished, sorrowful, 
agonizing prayer – and they should drive us to God who alone can save. Whom do you 
anguish over as Paul did for the Jews? 

• Chuck said these verses should also cause humble praise. Verse 13 stresses “Jacob have 
I loved.” As a follower of Christ, God has loved you unconditionally. Take a moment to 
praise God for his mercy to you. 

• Chuck also shared, “Paul’s anguish reflects Jesus’ own anguish for His people (Lk 13:34; 
19:41-42), as well as God’s anguish – since we see the Father in Jesus (John 14:9).  He 
quoted Calvin, saying “God wishes all to be saved (2 Peter 3:9), yet has decreed all who 
haven’t believed to perish.” Chuck called this “the ultimate mystery” and asked, “Can 
we be content to leave the mystery in the heart of God”? How can we do this? 


