
Sermon Discussion Questions 
May 22, 2022  

Sermon Title: “What’s Wrong with Religious People, Part II” | Romans 2:17-29  

Warm up question: What is one way you’ve see people “suppress the truth” in the last two 
weeks? 

Point 1 – Our relationship to God may not be what we think it is. vs. 17-24  

1. Chuck explained that in these verses Paul “turned the tables” on the Jews’ subtle ways of 
justifying their actions and attitudes with religious faithfulness. What are some ways you 
have seen or experienced Christians justifying sin by conformity to social (or “Christian”) 
standards? 

2. Chuck also talked about “an orthodoxy that has no impact on one’s lifestyle”. How have you 
observed that? 

3. Why do these attitudes bring dishonor to God? Check out James 1:23-25 as a commentary 
on this. 

Point 2 – Our core identity may not be what we think it is. vs. 25-27  

4. Paul leaned hard on how the Jews depended on symbolic rites like circumcision, washings, 
and other fulfillments of the law. How does Isaiah (29:13) and Jesus (Mark 7:1-23) join 
Paul’s critique? 

5. What things do we Christians use to justify our standing before God and cover over our 
personal (and corporate) idolatries? (Consider what is unique about the way Presbyterians, 
Baptists, Charismatics, Liturgical and non-denominational churches do this.) 

Point 3 – Our true identity is a different kind of circumcision vs. 28-29  

6. What does Paul mean by saying “a Jew is one inwardly and circumcision is a matter of the 
heart, by the Spirit”? 

7. Throughout history the Jews faced tremendous social pressure not to physically 
demonstrate their faith through circumcision. Similarly, Christians have faced (and continue 
to face around the world) great social pressure not to live out their faith. What pressures 
are you facing not to be faithful to Jesus? 

8. Read 1 John 1:5-9. What is the basis of our fellowship together in Christ? How should our 
“true circumcision” be working itself out in our life together (in our families, in our 
Community Group, in our Sunday morning classes, in our other gatherings together)? 

9. How should/could the humility born from looking only to Jesus (the “man on the middle 
cross”) open us up to dialogue with those who don’t follow Jesus. Check out 
https://youtu.be/GDl8euKhd3U 

https://youtu.be/GDl8euKhd3U

