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« Life on a Farm
The Clarks live on a farm in Ohio. They
raise plants and animals for food. They work
all year long in all kinds of weather—heat
and cold, sun and rain. Each season of the
year brings changes to their farm.

{ Spring
In spring, the winter snow melts. The
ground thaws and becomes soft. Trees
grow new leaves, and bright flowers bloom.
Sometimes there is still snow on the ground
when the lambs are born.

‘gt i spring lambs R
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e spring planting

" Mr. Clark drives a tractor and plants corn
and soybeans in his fields. The wheat that
Mr. Clark planted last fall is already growing.
The wheat field looks like a big, green
backyard behind the house!

i Mr. Clark’s family helps him with the
work. Mrs. Clark drives the tractor, too. Their
children, Mary and Charles, have chores.
They feed the farm animals and keep the
farm buildings clean.
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'\ Summer

The wheat grows until it looks like a
field of tall grass. It turns from green to a
beautiful gold. By June, it is ready to harvest.

" Mr. Clark drives a big machine called a
combine. It loads the wheat into trucks. Then
the trucks take the wheat into town. A big
building, called a grain elevator, stores the
wheat. Later, factories will use the wheat to
make bread, noodles, and other products.

”f ll1 harves'nng wheat i
m '1- f’fxﬁ VS B A
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i{ at the state fair Jo.
* TTE

" Is Mr. Clark’s work done after the wheat
harvest? Not at alll Now he grows sunflowers
to sell their seeds. He tends the soybeans

and corn.

i In late summer, in August, the Clark family
goes to the state fair. Charles and Mary show
young animals they have raised. Charles wins
a prize for his large, healthy pig. Mary wins a
blue ribbon for her cow.
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« Fall

In fall, the sunflowers are as tall as Mr.
Clark! Their seeds are ripe, so Mr. Clark
harvests the sunflower crop.

il The seeds will be used to make oil for
cooking. Some of the seeds will be used to
make snack food for people to enjoy. Other
sunflower seeds will be used for bird food.
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"l Now the soybeans have turned a deep
golden color and are ready to harvest. It's
time to harvest the corn, too.

i The long days of summer are over. The
days are growing shorter. There is not much
daytime to get the work done on the farm.
Mr. and Mrs. Clark are often in the fields
after dark. The harvesting can not wait!

i{ Before the winter comes, Mr. Clark plants

wheat again. It will be the first crop he will
harvest next year!
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" Winter

In winter, snow covers the farm. Even in
the snow, Mr. Clark plants a crop. He mixes
grass and alfalfa seeds. Mr. Clark drops the
seed mix on top of the frozen ground. The
crop that comes up in the spring will feed
horses and cows on his and other farms.

i The Clark family works through the winter.
They clean the barn and plan for spring. They
make sure that the tractor runs well. They

will need it to plant new crops when spring
comes!
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'« Think and Write w

i{ 1. What changes does the wheat go through
in the spring and summer?

i{ 2. How can you fell when it is fime to harvest
sunflowers?

ng 0 3. Descriptive Writing Describe how a plant
outside of your home changed from one
season to the next.

i Hands-On Activity w

Favorite Season Draw a picture of something
that happens on the farm during your favorite
season.

'"{ School-Home Connection w

In the Kitchen With family members, look A

for food in your kitchen that could have come
from plants or animals on the Clarks’ farm.
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