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   How does a biosphere stay in balance?

   Why did oxygen levels inside Biosphere 2 steadily decrease? What  
effect did the decreased oxygen have on the Biospherians?

   What is the most interesting thing that you learned about Biosphere 2? 
Explain your answer.

  
 The two-year experiment in Biosphere 2 has much 

to teach us about Earth. Write a paragraph that persuades people to 
take better care of Earth’s natural biosphere. Use the lessons learned 
from Biosphere 2 to make your case.

 You’ll need a glass jar with a tight-fitting lid, some 
stones, pond water at room temperature, pond snails (from a pond or pet 
shop), aquatic plants such as duckweed or elodea (from a pond or pet 
shop), and duct tape. Place the rocks in the bottom of the jar. Fill the jar 
with pond water. Add some aquatic plants. You may want to anchor them 
on the bottom. Add one or two pond snails. Add more water to bring the 
level to within 2.5 centimeters of the top. Put the lid on the jar and seal 
it tightly with duct tape. Keep the ecosystem in bright, but not direct, 
light. Explain the cycling of carbon dioxide and oxygen in your closed 
ecosystem.

 With a family member, visit www.biospherics.org where 
there is a photogallery tour of Biosphere 2. Find out about the ongoing 
work in biospherics by the team who designed and built Biosphere 2, 
by going to www.biospherefoundation.org. Look for plans for building 
biospheres in space by going to www.nasa.gov and visiting the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) web site.
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