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Kingdom: Animal

Phylum: Chordata

Class: Mammalia

Order: Primate

Family: Hominid

Genus: 

Species: 
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  Why do you think Dr. Fonseca thought it was important for the 
students to learn about the biology of the reef?

   Why do scientists keep changing the classification system they use to 
classify living things?

  Explain how classifying living things is useful to scientists.

  
 Many people in the Philippines collect pieces 

of coral from their reefs, and sell them to Americans. Many coral 
reef experts believe that this coral trade is a big threat to the reefs. 
There are laws in both the Philippines and the U.S. to control the 
coral trade, but these laws are not enforced strongly enough. Write a 
brochure convincing people not to harvest or buy coral.

  Gather a collection of seashells. Try to find at least 
ten different types. Examine the shells carefully. Observe the texture, 
shape, pattern, and structure of each. Come up with a system of 
classifying the shells. Name each group, and write a description of the 
features of each group. Ask a classmate to do this same sorting activity. 
Then compare your classification systems.

  Share this reader with a family member. Together, draw 
a mural of a coral reef that includes animals from all the animal groups 
mentioned in the story. Draw a smaller blackline copy of the mural,  
and label the outlines of the animals with a number key. Then write a 
key for the drawing, including the numbers and names of the animals  
in the mural.
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