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THE BACK STORY
In Bible Study today, campers unpacked the Key Verse from 1 John 2:6. As they practiced memorizing 
the verse, they discovered that they can live like Jesus lived when they stay close to Him and pay 
attention to what Jesus is doing.

 Direct
Say: I am so thankful that Jesus loves us and wants us to live with Him. Let’s take some time to thank Jesus 
for the places we have felt His love today. Lead the campers to pray a thankful prayer by taking turns finishing 
this sentence: “Jesus, thank you for showing me your love when _________.” If you have a large group, you may 
choose to have your adult leaders circle up with smaller groups to pray together. When everyone has had a chance 
to voice his or her thanks to God, close the prayer time.
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1 WALK AS 

JESUS WALKED

Reflect
Say: Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live when Jesus was on earth? What would you 
have wanted to do with Jesus if he lived in your neighborhood? Share an example of something you 
would have liked to do with Jesus. Allow campers a few moments to share their responses.
 
Say: Even though Jesus’ physical body isn’t here on earth right now, He is still with us! He told us 
something He would like for us to do with Him and each other. Let’s check it out.
 
Read or ask a volunteer to read John 13:34-35:
“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another. 35 By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

 Say: Jesus wants us to LOVE! We can show we are following Jesus by the way we love one another this 
week at CentriKid. 

Connect
Say: You may have already experienced Jesus’s love today. Share a brief example of how you felt Jesus’s love 
today. Say: I will name some categories. If you can think of an example of how you felt Jesus’s love in that 
category today, show me a thumbs-up!
 

•   If you felt Jesus’s love on the trip to CentriKid, give me a thumbs up! Call on a volunteer to share how they 
felt Jesus’s love.
 
•   If you felt Jesus’s love when we arrived on campus, give me a thumbs up! Call on a volunteer to share 
how they felt Jesus’s love.
 
•   If you felt Jesus’s love during dinner, give me a thumbs up! Call on a volunteer to share how they felt 
Jesus’s love.
 
•   If you felt Jesus’s love during your team time (Bible Study), give me a thumbs up! Call on a volunteer to 
share how they felt Jesus’s love.

 
Remind campers that as they discover more about Jesus this week, they can show others His love in deeper ways!
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The Back Story
In Bible Study today, campers explored how Jesus obeyed God in the wilderness in Matthew 4:1-11. They 
discovered that even when it was hard, Jesus obeyed with His whole heart because He knew the Father 
loved Him.

 Reflect
Say: We’ve been learning all day about how to obey as Jesus obeyed. In worship just now, you heard that 
obedience is saying “yes” to God. What is God asking you to say “yes” to right now?

This is an important question for kids to process, but some campers may not feel comfortable sharing with 
the large group. Encourage your adult sponsors to circle up with 5 campers and allow them to share in small 
groups. After a few minutes, gather the groups and see if anyone (even adults) want to share with everyone.

Say: Saying “yes” to God can sometimes seem scary—especially if He is asking us to do something we’ve 
never done before. That happened to a man named Abraham in the Bible. Read or ask a volunteer to read 
Hebrews 11:8-10.

By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed and set out for a place that he was going to receive as an 

inheritance. He went out, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he stayed as a foreigner 

in the land of promise, living in tents as did Isaac and Jacob, coheirs of the same promise. For he was looking 

forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

 Hebrews 11:8-10

Say: Even though he didn’t know where he was going, Abraham obeyed God and God provided! We can 
trust that God will give us what we need when we say “yes” to Him!
 

Connect
Say: It is so cool to hear how you are saying “yes” to God! We’d love to hear about all the things that have 
been happening with you and God today. Let’s take some to the share together. Encourage campers to 
group up with their adult sponsors again and answer the following questions:

·      What is something you loved today?
·      When was it hard to do what you were asked today?
·      What do you wish was different about your day?
·      What makes you excited about tomorrow?

Direct
After the small groups have had a few minutes to share, guide the campers to form a large circle. Lead the 
campers to pray a “YES” prayer to God with the following guide:

Day
2 OBEY AS 

JESUS OBEYED

 Leader: Lord, when You give us a command to love 
others, we say…
Group: Yes, God! (say as you pump fist in the air)
 
Leader: Lord, when You show us the next step to 
take, we say…
Group: Yes, God! (say as you pump fist in the air)

 
Leader: Lord, when You ask us to do something 
hard, we say…
Group: Yes, God! (say as you pump fist in the air)
 
Leader: Lord, when You call us to come to You, we 
say…

Group: Yes, God! (say as you pump fist in the air)

 Close your prayer with a “Yes and Amen!”
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3
CARE AS 
JESUS CARED

THE BACK STORY
In Bible Study today, campers explored several examples of Jesus caring for others in Matthew 8:1-3; Mark 
5:25-34; and Mark 10:46-52. As they acted out the stories, they saw how Jesus cared by noticing people, 
being present, and offering the help they needed. They practiced caring for others through a variety of 
interactive stations.

 

Reflect
Say: Today we have discovered what Jesus cares about. Let’s call out some of the things Jesus cares 
about. Allow campers to call out answers. Jesus cared about their physical problems, but also about the 
condition of their hearts. Now hold out your hands in front of you as if you are holding something 
very fragile. Think about the things or people we’ve just said Jesus cares about. 

Say:  Tonight’s Now What question was “What does Jesus care about that I need to care about more? “ 
Imagine holding that in your hands, caring for it or them as Jesus does. Encourage campers to turn to a 
nearby partner and share what they need to care about more like Jesus.
 
Say: Caring often involves some kind of action. Jesus often showed He cared for others by serving 
them. Check out Mark 10:45.
 
Read or ask a volunteer to read Mark 10:45.

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.

 
Say: Jesus—God of the universe—deserves to have others serving Him, but He came to serve and give 
up His life for us.

Connect
Say: Let’s think about how we have been served today. Find someone in our group who is close to your age 
and tell them how someone served you today. Allow campers to find a partner and share.

Say: Now think about how you have served someone else today. Find someone whose foot is about the 
same size as yours and tell them how you served others today.

Direct
Remind the campers that one way we can care like Jesus cared is by meeting the needs of other people. This 
would be a great time to go over the Gospel: God’s Plan for Me with your church. 
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THE BACK STORY
In Bible Study today, campers studied the story of Jesus restoring his friendship with Peter in John 21:1-19. 
Because Jesus forgives our sin, He helps us forgive others even when it’s hard.

Reflect
Lead the campers to hold their hands in tightly-clenched fists. Encourage them to consider if they might be 
holding on to something that they need to forgive. Ask: Who do you need to forgive? Explain that they can 
forgive someone even if that person has not asked for forgiveness yet. Encourage campers to open up their 
hands if they want to forgive whatever they were holding onto. Pray with the campers, asking Jesus to give 
them the power to forgive.

Lead the campers to cross their arms over their chest. Say: Maybe you’ve done something to hurt someone’s 
feelings or to cause a problem in a friendship. Who do you need to ask to forgive you? Encourage campers 
to uncross their arms if they are ready to ask that person to forgive them. Be aware that children may want to do 
this immediately if it involves another person in your group. This can be a rich time of healing and restoration as 
you guide children to offer and receive forgiveness from each other.

Say: When we forgive, we are imitating what Jesus did for us. His death on the cross paid the price for our 
sins and made it possible for us to be forgiven. The Bible says it this way:
 Read or ask a volunteer to read Ephesians 5:1-2.

Therefore, be imitators of God, as dearly loved children, and walk in love, as Christ also loved 
us and gave himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God.  Ephesians 5:1-2

 
Say: We are walking in His love when we forgive 
others as Jesus forgave us!

Connect
Say: In Bible Study today, you saw how Jesus restored his friendship with Peter. Let’s celebrate the 
friendships we have in our group! Encourage campers to give each other high-fives, fist-bumps or hugs 
as they thank one another for their friendship. Take an opportunity to affirm specific ways the campers have 
been good friends to one another over the week. If you have 6th graders in your group, this is a good time to 
recognize them and celebrate their last year at CentriKid.

Direct
Gather the group in a large circle. Say: God has restored us to be friends with Him and given us a hope 
for the future. Let’s close our time by thanking God for each person in our group and what God will do 
through each of us. Guide the campers to thank God specifically for the person standing to their right by 
taking turns saying, “Thank you, God, for ______ (person’s name on your right).”

Day
4*

Forgive As 
JESUS FORGAVE
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*this devo will be used on day 2 of 3 day camp


