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IIIINSIDENSIDENSIDENSIDE    THISTHISTHISTHIS    ISSUEISSUEISSUEISSUE ::::    

Pastor Tom Dendy 

PASTOR’S ARTICLE                                           PASTOR’S ARTICLE                                           PASTOR’S ARTICLE                                           PASTOR’S ARTICLE                                           By    Pastor Tom    

Jesus Calls Us to Share in a True-Love Story! 

On a day-to-day basis, LOVE is how our Christian faith is revealed in relationships. When there 
is LOVE, we have the time and energy to help others. God opens us to be present and LOVING 
in the lives of others. LOVE enables us to humbly serve others even in the face of outright 
rejection. Not that it is easy, but LOVE, God's LOVE, leads us in paths of Christian service that 
we could not or perhaps would not walk alone. 
 
As hearts and Valentines and flowers and chocolates and fancy meals and romantic getaways are 
promoted by our consumer culture as the ways and means of expressing LOVE for one another, 
let us not forget GOD'S LOVE that truly helps us to live and to serve amidst good times and bad 
times and even in times of  mistreatment and persecution by others. Jesus embodied such LOVE 
and demonstrated its tough, tender and enduring strength in His life, death and resurrection. 
Thanks be to GOD that Jesus has promised to be with us always, LOVING us and helping us 
learn to LOVE GOD, LOVE ourselves, LOVE our neighbors, and even to LOVE our enemies, 
day by day by day.  
 
LOVE YOU ALL!      Tom 
 
I John 4:7-21   7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so 
that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in 
us, and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because 
he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as 
the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 
abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and 
those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among 
us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world.18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first 
loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those 
who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 
seen. 21The commandment we have 
from him is this: those who love God 
must love their brothers and sisters 
also. (This is the WORD of the 
Lord...THANKS BE TO GOD!) 
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Holy Communion will be served 
February 5, 2017  

Next Session Meeting is Sunday, 
February 19, 2017 at 12:15PM. 

The Session met on Sunday, January 15, 
and acted on the following: 

Approved a request to the 
Presbytery of New Harmony for 
$2,000 in financial support for 
January.   
 
Following a period of study and 
preparation, Elders Elect were 
examined by the Session as to 
their personal faith, knowledge 
of the doctrine, government, 
and discipline contained in the 
Church constitution, and the 
duties of the ministry. Elders- 
Elect Alexander, Pettijohn, 
Thornburg, Kelly, Resnick, and 
Mulligan, having received 
training and having been duly 
examined were found to be well
-suited to serve.  The Session 
approved their examination and 
appointed the date of Sunday, 
January 22, 2017, as the day for 
the Service of Ordination and 
Installation during worship. 
 

      Elder-Elect Joe Alexander presented 
the Budget for 2017 and gave a 
detailed explanation of each of 
the line items.  The Session 
voted to approve the budget. 

 
Elder Evans reported on the many        
       Missions projects.  The Souper              
       Bowl of Caring Offering is  

       coming up on Sunday, February  
       5 with all food and funds  

               collected to be donated to  
       Helping Hand.  Saturday, April   
        22 will be Relay for Life, and     
       the Blessing of the Bikes is  
        scheduled for Saturday, May 6.  
       Other projects in the works        
        include another Blood Drive  
        and a Habitat for Humanity  
       Woman’s Build Day. 
 
The Personnel Committee will 

interview a candidate next week 
to do accounting work up to 
five hours per week. 
 

The Worship Committee is 
exploring adding an additional 
projector so the choir and 
Pastor can see what is being 
displayed through Media Shout.  
  

Rev. Kiser will resume the Tool 
Time Bible Study group on 
Mondays at 10:30am with a 
study of world religions, 
beginning with Islam. 
 

Rev. Dendy and Elder Pettijohn 
reported the Ministry and 
Mission Planning Team is 
making good progress. They are 
preparing questions for a church
-wide survey. They expect to 
train small group leaders in 
early February, and then will 
schedule small group meetings 
for March and April. 
 

 

Rev. Dendy and Elder Thornburgh 
continue working with the 
Horry County Planning/Zoning 
Board.  They are requiring a 
privacy fence be built around 
our garbage dumpster on three 
sides that satisfies county 
specifications.  
 

The church steeple base panels were 
repaired and replaced following 
damage from Hurricane 
Matthew at a cost of $175. 
 

The church’s water main line was 
discovered to be leaking and 
water had to be shut off for the 
repair.  This necessitated closing 
Preschool for a day and a half.  
During the repair, damage was 
done to the sprinkler system 
which in turn, also had to be 
repaired. Final costs are not yet 
known. 
 

The Session is excited to welcome 
new elders to the table, and we 
appreciate the service of those 
elders rotating off Session and 
extend them our thanks.   
 

Remember to give generously to the 
5th Sunday Offerings to support  
the upkeep and improvement of 
our property. 
 

Please pray for your Session, your 
Pastor, and the entire 
congregation. Blessings to all.  

  

SESSION  UPDATE                                          SESSION  UPDATE                                          SESSION  UPDATE                                          SESSION  UPDATE                                          By    Nancy Torcivia 

OUR MISSION is to Proclaim Jesus as Lord and Savior, Praise and Worship God, Prepare 
our hearts to share God’s Word, and Provide Love and Service to ALL! 

 

OUR PURPOSE is to Celebrate God’s Glory by 
Reaching, Teaching, and Sending People to Love and Serve the Lord. 
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We finally made it to Flapjacks 
for our January breakfast.  
Unfortunately, we didn’t have 
a breakfast in December. It 
seemed like most people just 
had too much going on. 

 

There were 12 of us there 
including Pastor Tom.  It was 
so nice to have him join us. 

The food and service was 
excellent. I think that this is 
one of our favorite places to 
have breakfast. 

 

As always there’s lots of 
conversation and laughter and 
fellowship. 
 

Next month’s breakfast will be 
at the Early Riser Diner on 
February 17, 9am. This is a 
new restaurant located in the 
Food Lion shopping plaza at 
the end of Carolina Forest 
Boulevard. Carol Stepanek will 
be our hostess.  Hope y’all can 
make it. There is a sign up 
sheet in the narthex  

LADYBUG LUNCHEONLADYBUG LUNCHEONLADYBUG LUNCHEONLADYBUG LUNCHEON                                                                                                                                    By Carol Butler    

Our first lunch of 2017 saw us 
eating at Travinia Italian  
Kitchen in Market Common.  
Unfortunately we were unable 
to dine at Maggie D’s as they 
were closed after the Christ-
mas holiday.    

 

There were17 Ladybugs in 
attendance. We welcomed our 
smallest Ladybug, Riley  
Resnick and her mom Nancy.  
Also able to attend for the first 
time in a while was Deborah 
McIlrath…so happy to have 
them with us and hope they’ll 
come back. 

We collected $100.00 for 
charity.  This money was  
donated to the Celebration 
music fund in honor of Marilyn 
Wallace. We will miss her 
presence at our luncheons and 
also in church. She was a dear 
friend with a beautiful smile 
and a positive attitude. 

 

The food and service was very 
good and we practically had 
the restaurant all to ourselves.  
There was lots of post-
Christmas chatter about  
travels, family and adventures.  
As always, there was much 

laughter and camaraderie going 
on. 

 
The next luncheon will be 
Thursday, February 2, at noon 
(finally) at Maggie D’s, which 
is located on Seaboard Street 
behind Coastal Grand Mall.  
Laurie Andrews will be our 
hostess. If you plan to attend, 
the sign-up sheet will be in the 
Narthex. Let me know if you 
need a ride. All Ladybugs, 
their friends and family (female 
of course) are invited…..hope 
to see you there.   

The next 

Breakfast 

Buddies  

will be on 

Friday,  

February 17, 9aM 

at Early Riser 

diner 

 

BREAKFAST BUDDIES                                  BREAKFAST BUDDIES                                  BREAKFAST BUDDIES                                  BREAKFAST BUDDIES                                  By     Carol Butler    

The Next 

ladybug 

luncheon will 

be on 

 Thursday 

February 2,  

12 noon  

at Maggie D’s. 

The Annual Meeting of the Celebration Congregation has been called for Sunday, 
February 12, 2017, at the close of worship. The Session will share a Mission and 
Ministry summary and a year-end financial report for 2016. The 2017 Ministry and 
Mission Budget, which was approved by the Session, will be provided for the 
congregation's information. The congregation will vote on proposed changes to the 
2017 Terms of Call for the Pastor recommended by the Session.  
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The second and 

third Sunday  

OF EACH 

 MONTH is our 

He~Brews  

Coffee Bar!  

YOUTH                                                   YOUTH                                                   YOUTH                                                   YOUTH                                                    By  Cecilia Evans and Jackie Sinnet     

CHURCH GARDENS WORK DAY ON SATURDAY,  MARCH CHURCH GARDENS WORK DAY ON SATURDAY,  MARCH CHURCH GARDENS WORK DAY ON SATURDAY,  MARCH CHURCH GARDENS WORK DAY ON SATURDAY,  MARCH 18181818    

Y outh of 
Celebration On February 5, Sunday, the 

Youth will be collecting funds 
for the Souper Bowl of Caring. 
This ministry collects funds to 
help provide food for the less 
fortunate of Myrtle Beach. The 
youth will be holding kettles 
for collection before and after 

service for your donations of 
canned goods and cash 
donations. Thank you for 
sharing your resources that will 
go to Helping Hand of Myrtle 
Beach. 

 

  

The Landscaping Committee is hoping 
that a lot of volunteers will join us on 
Saturday, March 18, to prepare the 
church gardens for Spring. You may have 
noticed that the gardens you walk by as 
you enter the church are looking a little 
weedy and a lot of the perennials have 
dead tops. After we weed, fertilize, 
prune and mulch all the gardens, you will 
be amazed how wonderful they look! All 
they need is a little TLC to prepare them 
for Spring growth and blooms.   
 
So please bring your pruners, loppers, 
trowels, and/or gardening gloves, or just 
yourselves, and help make Celebration 
grounds beautiful again!  We start at 9 am 
and work until we’re finished—usually 

by noon, so come at any time and stay as 
long as you can! (Rain date March 25) 
 
Have you noticed the gardens lining the 
church driveway and parking lots?  In 
response to County regulations, the 
church hired True Blue Nursery of 
Pawleys Island last December to install 
these flower beds and refurbish the old 
ones.  The shrubs in these beds include 
the pre-existing hollies, Chinese Snowball 
Viburnums (which are around the back 
parking lot and will grow 8-10 ft. tall and 
wide), Encore azaleas, nandinas and 
camellias, all of which require little care 
except fertilizing, although the beds seem 
to attract weeds!  You might have noticed 
the shrubs that have turned red in the 

winter--they are two types of nandinas, 
and if you take a moment in April to 
notice the shaded bed on the side of the 
church facing Carolina Forest Blvd., you 
will see red blooms on old-fashioned 
Formosa azaleas on each end and short 
red azaleas under the windows; three 
Yuletide camellias are in the middle of the 
wall and bloom around Christmas.   
 
These new flower beds have stretched the 
ability of our members to keep up the 
maintenance of all the gardens, so we 
would love to have some new volunteers 
to help out over the year.  If you’re 
interested, just contact Barbara Barranco, 
or Linda Berry in the church office. 

The Mission/Outreach Team 
has two save-the-dates for 
April. On April 1st we will be 
working on a Habitat Build in 
the New Hope Community; as 
the time draws closer 
additional details will be 
provided. 
  
This year's Relay for Life will 
be on April 22. Nanette Kelly 
will be leading this event for 

the church. There will be an 
organizational meeting 
following the church service on 
February 12. Please sign up 
online at American  Cancer 
Society Relay for Life (South 
Strand). Our team is 
Celebration Presbyterian 
Church. Please register and 
start raising money. 
 
  

The Shepherd's Table Teams 
continue to cook for 90+  
guests during each of their 
visits. I hear the enthusiasm for 
this program each time 
someone goes—whether it is 
from stirring Chicken Bog with 
an oar, the fellowships or the 
rewarding feeling helping 
others.  
 
Thank you for all you do!! 

MISSION/OUTREACH                                   MISSION/OUTREACH                                   MISSION/OUTREACH                                   MISSION/OUTREACH                                    By  Cecilia Evans     
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Elder of the Week 
Feb 5—Ken Krenzer 
Feb 12—Bernadine Lamar 
Feb 19—Priscilla Mulligan 
Feb 26—Terry Pettijohn 
 
Liturgist 
Feb 5—Elizabeth Wills 
Feb 12—Laurie Andrews 
Feb 19—Peg Speidel 
Feb 26—Priscilla Mulligan 
   
Visitors Table/Greeter 
Feb 5—Heidi Cherry 
Feb 12—Margaret Reeder 
Feb 19—Carol Lagassee 
Feb 26—Jade Bender 
 
 

Nursery 
Feb 5—Betsy Hughes 
Feb 12—Nanette Kelly 
Feb 19—Donna Woodard 
Feb 26—Leslie Eckert 
 
Pre K –Kindergarten Children’s 
Church– Tonja Paolini 
 
Children’s Church  Grades 1-5  
Trudy Miller 

Sound Board 
Feb 5—Nicklaus McIlrath 
Feb 12—Carol Butler 
Feb 19—Carol Butler 
Feb 26—Nicklaus McIlrath 
 
 

Media Shout 
Feb 5—Bernadine Lamar 
Feb 12—Katrena White 
Feb 19—Bernadine Lamar 
Feb 26—Katrena White 
 
Ushers for the month of February 
Larry Dowd, Bob Stepanek, Kerry and 
Nanette Kelly 
 
Acolytes 
Feb 5—Katelyn Burrows 
Feb 12—Jada Cartwright 
Feb 19—Katelyn Burrows 
Feb 26—Jada Cartwright 
 
Communion —  Joe Alexander, 
Cecilia Evans, Barbara Barranco, Bob 
Miller, Katrena White 

VOLUNTEERS SERVING THIS MONTHVOLUNTEERS SERVING THIS MONTHVOLUNTEERS SERVING THIS MONTHVOLUNTEERS SERVING THIS MONTH 

Our First Wednesday 
Fellowship Dinner is February 
1. Dinner is 5:30pm and it is 
your favorite comfort foods 
potluck. Bring your favorite 
dish that reminds you of 

warmth and comfort on a cold 
winter’s night. Our program 
for that night will be from SOS 
discussing autism and various 
programs in Myrtle Beach for 
individuals with autism and 

their families.  

FIRST WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP    FIRST WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP    FIRST WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP    FIRST WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP    By Laurie Andrews    

Shepherd’s Table Teams for 2017 
Team A:  Nancy Torcivia, Dom Torcivia, Margaret Reeder, Beth Bruton 

Team B:  Roy Andrews, Laurie Andrews, Dot Crissey, Nancy Thornburg, Rick Thornburg  SERVES FEBRUARY 16 

Team C:  Kathy Wechter, Mike Wechter, Bob Stepanek, Carol Butler, Ken Krenzer 

Team D:  Anne Brailler, Sara Bamrick, Donna Woodard, Gerri Byrne, Mike Resnick 

Team E:  Jerry Rashid, Rosie Rashid, Leslie Eckert, Tom Dendy, Paul Youngblood  SERVES FEBRUARY 9 

THANK YOU FOR SERVING THIS YEAR. Your dates will be listed on the calendar each month. 

IF YOU CANNOT SERVE ON YOUR ASSIGNED DAY, PLEASE CONTACT SOMEONE IN YOUR GROUP TO 
CHANGE WITH YOU. AFTER YOU HAVE CHANGED, PLEASE LET LINDA IN THE OFFICE  

KNOW OF THE CHANGE. THANK YOU FOR SERVING AT CELEBRATION! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The month of January flew by before we 
knew it. All the children enjoyed their 
time off and were ready to move on with 
their work. We spent the month talking 
about Winter Wonderland and Arctic 
Animals.  In the beginning of the month 
we made fake snow for the children to play 
in. This always helps us get in the mood for 
winter when the temperatures outside are 
not cooperating, 
 
Believe it or not, this month we will have 
our preschool registration for the 2017-
2018 school year. Registration will be 
February 22nd for our families already 
enrolled in our program and February 23rd 
for the public. If you are a church member 
and would like to register your child for 

preschool, please see me before the 22nd. 
Church members will have an opportunity 
to register with preschool employees. 
Next school year, we will be restructuring 
our preschool in order to better meet the 
needs of the public. As of September 1, 
2017, CPP classes will be set up as follows:  
Effective September 1, 2017, ALL children 
entering preschool must be three years old 
by December 31st. This will allow us to 
add another 4K morning class which is 
always in high demand.   If you know of 
anyone who is interested in joining the 
Celebration Preschool family, please ask 
them to contact me at 903-3211. I can give 
them all the details about our registration 
process. 
 

We are all looking forward to celebrating 
Valentine’s Day at the preschool. It is such 
a fun time for all the boys and girls. Our 
Valentine parties will be February 13th and 
14th.  If you are in the area, we would love 
for you to stop by. I am sure love will be in 
the air! 
 
I hope everyone has a great month and 
hopefully we will have an early Spring! 
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Take a moment to wish those 
who have a birthday this month  
birthday wishes or send them a 
card.  
 
If your birthday is not listed, 
please let Linda Berry in the 
office know. 
 

2—Samantha Siewert 

2—Cheyenne Cseh  

3—Jacob Schmidt 

8—Jan Coulter 

8—Leslie Eckert 

8—Alan Perry 

8—Leslie Eckert 

15—Deborah McIlrath 

19—Richard McIlrath 

26—Jeff Walsh 

26—Rebecca Schmidt 

BIRTHDAYS  FOR FEBRUARYBIRTHDAYS  FOR FEBRUARYBIRTHDAYS  FOR FEBRUARYBIRTHDAYS  FOR FEBRUARY 

PRESCHOOL                                                         PRESCHOOL                                                         PRESCHOOL                                                         PRESCHOOL                                                         By Susan Spraker    

HOSPITALITYHOSPITALITYHOSPITALITYHOSPITALITY                                                                                                                                                                                                        By Laurie Andrews    

Our First Wednesday Fellowship Dinner is 
February 1. Dinner is 5:30pm and it is 
your favorite comfort foods potluck. Bring 
your favorite dish that reminds you of 
warmth and comfort on a cold winter’s 
night. Our program for that night will be 
from SOS discussing autism and various 
programs in Myrtle Beach for individuals 
with autism and their families.  

Our Celebration Valentine Dinner to 
celebrate God’s love for all His children is 
Saturday, February 11, from 6-8pm. We 
will be having a catered dinner by our very 
own Mike Resnick and Sarah Abushakra is 
working on the entertainment for the 
evening. The menu is salad, chicken 
franchaise, rosemary garlic roasted 
potatoes, and Valentine cake topped with a 
chocolate strawberry. The entertainment 

will be provided by Wintersweet, a sister 
duo who play guitar and sing. Tickets are 
$20 per person. Money is due to Laurie 
Andrews no later than Sunday, February 5. 
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FEBRUARY 2017 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    

   

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

1 
 First Wednes-
day Fellowship 
 Dinner 5:30pm 
Program by SOS  

Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 

2 

LadyBug 
Luncheon at 
Maggie D’s 

12noon 

 

3 
     

  
  

 
  

4 
  
   

  

5 
Adult SS 9:15am  
     Fellowship 
       10:15am 

  Worship 11am 
 Communion  

 
SOUPER BOWL 

6 

Tool Time Bible 
Study 10:30am 

 

 

7 
 
Quilters 10am 

  

 

8 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 

 
  
 

9 

Team E  
at The 

Shepherds  
Table 2pm 

  

10 

 

  

  

11 

Celebration  
Valentine Dinner  

6-8pm 

 

12 
Adult SS 9:15 am     
Fellowship 10:15   
   Worship 11am 
Youth He~Brews       
         Café  

Congregational 
Meeting 
      

  Relay for Life  
  Organizational 
Meeting 12:15pm 

13  

Tool Time Bible 
Study 10:30am 

  

 
  

 

  

 

14 
 

Quilters 10am 

 
VALENTINES 

DAY  

 
 
 

15 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 

 
  
 
 

16 

 

Team B 
at The 

Shepherds  
Table 2pm 

 
  

17 

Breakfast  
Buddies at   
Early Riser 

Diner 
9am  

18 

  
    

19 
 Adult SS 9:15 AM 
Fellowship 10:15     

Worship 11am 
Youth  He~Brews 

Café  

Stated Session 
12:15pm 

20  Tool Time     
      Bible Study  
       10:30am 

PRESIDENT’S 
DAY CHURCH 
OFFICES AND 
PRESCHOOL 

CLOSED 

21 

 

Quilters 10am 

 
  

22 
Choir Rehearsal 

7pm 

23 24 25 

Presbytery 
Meeting at  

Melina Church 
Gable, SC 

 

 26 
Adult SS 9:15 AM     
Fellowship 10:15   
    Worship 11am 

27 
Tool Time Bible 
Study 10:30am 

28 

 
Quilters 10am 

    

PRAYER OF JABEZ —“Oh that You would bless Celebration, indeed, and enlarge our 
territory, in your name. That your hand would be with us and that You would keep us from evil, 
that we may not cause hurt to others.”            I Chronicles 4:10  (Adapted for Celebration) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Over the next few months, Elder Terry Pettijohn will be sharing information in the newsletter about the Presbyterian Church, 
taken from our denomination websites. The first month presents a brief historical background of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA). 

Historical Background of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

The name Presbyterian comes from the Greek term in the new testament for elder, presbuteros, a term used 72 times in the 
New Testament. The Presbyterian movement grew out of a time among Protestants in the 16th and 17th centuries on the 
appropriate form of church government. Some thought the church should be governed by bishops (Greek: episkopos) and were 
the Episcopalian party, some by elders and were the Presbyterian party, and some directly by the congregation, the 
Congregationalist party. 

Presbyterian church government emphasizes that the leadership of the church is shared between those called to be ministers and 
church members called to be elders within the congregation—we use the terms Teaching Elder to refer to ministers and Ruling 
Elder to refer to church members called to be session elders. This strong emphasis on Presbyterian church government is our 
heritage from Scottish Presbyterians. 

In North America the first presbytery was organized in 1706, the first synod in 1717; the first General Assembly was held in 
1789. Today’s Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was created by the 1983 reunion of the two main branches of Presbyterians in 
America separated since the Civil War — the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. and the United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. The latter had been created by the union of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the United Presbyterian Church 
of North America in 1958. 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is distinctly a confessional and a connectional church, distinguished by a pattern of religious 
thought known as Reformed theology, and a form of government involving the representation of elders in its government. The 
church has a membership of 1.7 million in all 50 states and Puerto Rico with nearly 10 thousand congregations and worshiping 
communities. 

[from http://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/what-makes-us-unique/] 

Session Strategic Mission and Ministry Planning Process 

As we recently announced, over the next few months, the Session, along with guidance from the Presbytery, and the help of our 
church family, will be engaged in a strategic mission and ministry planning process.  What we want to do is to identify strengths 
of our church, and discover how we can focus our time and resources to make important decisions over the next few years for 
the future of Celebration Presbyterian Church. 

One component of this process is a series of small group discussions. We expect to have about 6 small groups of about 5 people 
each. One person will be identified as the group facilitator or leader. Each group will have 3 work sessions of about 2 hours each. 
Session 1 will focus on "Who Are We?" and will facilitate discussion on the current strengths of our church.  Session 2 will focus 
on "Who Would We Like to Become?" and will facilitate discussion on some of the ways Celebration Presbyterian Church could 
become even more meaningful and inspirational in the lives of our church family. And Session 3 will focus on "How Do We Get 
There?" and will facilitate ideas to reach the aims developed in Session 2. The small group discussions will be scheduled over the 
next couple of months. After the results of the work sessions have been summarized the entire church will be involved in 
implementing suggestions. 

In addition, in the next few weeks, everyone will have the opportunity to provide their ideas on the strengths of our church in a 
survey. There will be questions on topics such as worship, mission, member care, leadership, administration, stewardship, 
education, building and grounds, and congregational identity. We need every person to take a few minutes to complete the 
survey. 

The goal is to make Celebration an even better place to worship God and inspire us all to more fully bring Christ into our 
everyday lives. Thank you for sharing your ideas and helping to plan the future for Celebration. 

Session Strategic Planning Committee 

Terry Pettijohn, chair, Jeanne Bredbeck, Jan Coulter, Rev Tom Dendy, Rev Rebecca Kiser 
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Name:  Joe Alexander   
 
Family:  Born and raised in Charleston, SC.  Have resided in Myrtle Beach for 33 years, living 
past nine years in Plantation Lakes, Carolina Forest. Married to wife, Gail for 49 years in June. 
Gail is retired from the Grand Strand Humane Society as Director of Public Relations. We have 
two children:  (No grandchildren but have 4 grand-dogs) Our son, Brian Alexander,  lives in 
Houston, Texas and is a Pilot with United Airlines and volunteer Deputy Sheriff with Houston 
Police Dept. Our daughter, Melanie Alexander, lives in Orlando, Florida and is the National 
Director of Sales Administration with Blue Green Resorts. 
 

Hobbies and Activities: Love to travel, enjoy yard work and the beauty of nature, greatly enjoy football season,  look 
forward daily to playing Chess, competing on the internet with people from all over the world and have a committed passion for 
fitness working out in gym 4-6 days a week, exercising at home daily even when traveling.   
 
Church Background:  During childhood was raised in Baptist home.  As an adult, turned to the Presbyterian Faith in 1980 
while living in Florence, SC.  After transferring to Myrtle Beach in 1984, became a member of the First Presbyterian Church 
downtown Myrtle Beach until April 2016 when joined Celebration Presbyterian.   
 
Career Background: Started Banking career in Charleston, SC in 1970 with C&S Bank.  Transferred to Florence, SC in 1973 
and then transferred to Myrtle Beach in 1984.  Eight bank mergers later with career lasting 42 years, retired from TD Bank in 
2012 as Market President. 
 
Hobbies and Activities:  Love to travel, enjoy yard work and the beauty of nature, greatly enjoy football season,  look 
forward daily to playing Chess, competing on the internet with people from all over the world and have a committed passion for 
fitness working out in gym 4-6 days a week, exercising at home daily even when traveling.   
 
Celebration Activities:  Help with church grounds, served as usher, on Board of Pre-school and recently became Elder of 
Finance.  
 
My favorite thing about Celebration Church:  Represents a religious family that shows concern for each other. 

 

 

 

Cancer has touched all of us in some way. And we want to stop this disease in its tracks. We’ll spend the next few weeks 
fundraising for the American Cancer Society. Then, on the day of the event, we’ll honor the lives lost to cancer, celebrate 
survivors, and support the caregivers who so selflessly help others. Together, we’ll be a part of making a difference in this 
important cause. 

The money raised through Relay For Life events helps realize the American Cancer Society's mission: to save lives and celebrate 
life. Every day. Donations are used to fund live-saving cancer research, patient support programs, prevention information and 
education, and detection and treatment programs. 

We will be having a meeting to organize our Relay for Life team on February 12, 2017 after the church service. Please come to 
the meeting with ideas for fund raising. Ask others to join our team so we can be bigger and better than last year. The Relay for 
Life event is one of our Mission projects for the church.  

RELAY FOR LIFE                             RELAY FOR LIFE                             RELAY FOR LIFE                             RELAY FOR LIFE                                                 By  Nanette Kelly     
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CELEBRATION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OUR IDENTITY STATEMENT   

We are Christ followers who are open, accepting, loving and welcoming to all! 

There's plenty of negativity in the world today. Don't settle for negativity. Instead, Practice 
Affirmations! 

Practice Affirmations in 2017 – an offering of Fr. Richard Rohr 

All of creation and each of us have received original blessing. Yet we have been conditioned to focus on the negative in ourselves and 
others. Think of a negative phrase you have said aloud or thought to yourself that stems from a sense of shame rather than your inherent 
dignity. 
 
Turn it upside down and say, in first person, present tense, an affirmation of your God-given value.  
 
For example: 
 
I am unlovable. . . . I am infinitely loved. 
I don’t have enough. . . . I have everything I need. 
I am stupid. . . . I have the mind of Christ. 
I am worthless. . . . I am precious in God’s eyes, I am honored, and God loves me. 

Repeat the positive statement aloud, slowly, with intention and trust, several times.  

Then rest silently in the awareness that you are already and forever, without any effort or achievement on your part, a beloved child of 
God!  


