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What Should the US Aim For? 
 A three phased approach, each one standing on its own feet: 

 De-escalation: commitment to refrain from provocations In 
practice: halting production of Pu and tritium, consolidating 
production of HEU, no tests…. Verification to rely exclusively on 
NTMs. IAEA to engage on safety and security. 

 Stabilization: a process culminating in an Comprehensive 
Verifiable Cap on nuclear arsenal and related capabilities, at 
declared sites. Maintenance and peaceful work allowed subject to 
comprehensive transparency measures. Verification to include 
IAEA safeguards plus export/import regime, and other on-site 
monitoring arrangements. CTR to engage DPRK scientists. 

 Denuclearization: rollback to peaceful only status (firewall), 
including reversing law/policy on WMD possession. 
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Timeframe Goal Objective(s) Scope Verification 

Now 
 

Prevent 
deterioration  
[de-escalate] 
 
Statements 

Suspend provocative 
actions for the duration 
of  negotiations 

Halt nuclear and missile testing 
Freeze Plutonium program 
Constrain enrichment program 
No missile engine testing 
No Export of  WMD/missiles 
 

Remote monitoring 
Export-Import 
monitoring 
Notifications  
IAEA engagement on 
safety and security 
Science & tech 
collaboration 

Later  
[Range] 

Improve situation 
[stabilize] 
 
Tangibles 

Open-ended 
comprehensive verifiable 
capping of  nuclear and 
missile programs 

Freeze fissile material production 
Limit arsenal stockpile and long-
range missiles 
Constrain nuclear posture and 
operational readiness 
 
Cooperative Threat Reduction 
activities / scientist engagement 

Declarations and 
transparency 
measures 
Remote and on-site 
monitoring 
Export-Import 
regime 
Full-scope IAEA 
safeguards (gradually) 

Eventually 
 
 

Resolution 
 
Tangibles & 
Intangibles 

Denuclearization 
 
Infrastructure  
Conversion 

Decommission and eliminate 
weapons complex and materials 
Change declaratory policy and law 
Ban other WMD 
 
Cooperative Threat Reduction 
activities  
 

Remote and on-site 
monitoring 
Cooperative 
transparency 
Regional regime 
 
Full-scope IAEA 
safeguards & AP 

Bu
ild

in
g 

C
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Irreversibility
 

DPRK Denuclearization Roadmap 

* Abridged version of  a detailed road map. 



Key Premises for the Roadmap (I) 
 No meaningful negotiations on phase 1. Yet commitments 

undertaken should remain in place throughout the negotiations  
 Phase 2 would involve a process.  Flow of benefits to DPRK 

to be closely tied to tight implementation of its components 
 Phase 2 would have to involve steps that are 

difficult/painful/costly/time consuming to reverse. But also 
offer harmless attractive incentives to DPRK technical cadres 

 DPRK should be offered throughout the tradeoff between 
more comprehensive capping and maintaining existing 
capabilities subject to far greater transparency 

 Phase 3 remains the goal, yet is impossible to achieve now and 
risky to try. But is invaluable to trade off for achieving phase 2 
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Key Premises for the Roadmap (II) 
 Obligations in every phase would be framed in a manner that eases 

verification and enhances  deterrence of cheating 
 Verification would be facilitated by requiring the DPRK to confine all 

its pertinent activity to sites it declares (whereupon any pertinent 
activity outside these sites and in other locations becomes cheating) 

 Although detection of cheating in any individual area is uncertain,  the 
comprehensive nature of the framework greatly enhances the odds of 
timely detection of violations 

 Additional requirements to degrade the readiness of North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons will reduce the threat, increase monitoring options, 
and augment the utility of capping 
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