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As Hurricane Irma approached Florida in September, a 12–
15 foot water surge was predicted for where my wife, Linda, 
and I live. When I left my home to seek shelter in a safer 
place, I knew the likelihood was great that our house would 
be destroyed. However, I know God is faithful to protect, 
provide, and strengthen me to face what comes my way. 
We are grateful for the many people around the world who 
prayed for us. Irma’s full force missed us and we sustained 
minimal damage especially in comparison to what many 
others experienced. They’re still in the recovery process; 
many with one word pestering their thoughts—Why? 

Children are haunted with this question as well. They have 
difficulty processing loss, fear, insecurity, and even feelings 
of insignificance. Whether they’ve lost their home from 
flood or fire, or their family life is in turmoil, or they’re 
bullied and mistreated, boys and girls wonder why. They 
may conclude that no one cares, they don’t matter, and 
there is no hope. But God loves each one of these boys and 
girls. Children do matter to Him. They can find hope in 
God. 

How will they find answers to the many questions that 
troubles bring? 

What do I do when I’m afraid? 

Does God know and care about me? 

Why do so many bad things happen in the world? 

How could God allow this to happen? 

How can I get through this terrible time? 

How can I become part of God’s family? 

How can I know God’s comfort?

CEF has produced the Do You Wonder Why? booklet that 
answers these tough questions. We strive to distribute these 
booklets after wide-spread tragedies but any child who 
struggles with these tough questions will benefit from its 
answers. We at CEF love children and want them to know 
God loves and cares for them.

Yours for all the children, 

Reese R. Kauffman
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What is life like for an average child in North Korea? UNCERTAIN
Life under a rigid dictatorship instills fear and discourages individualism. 
Arbitrary public executions, whole families sent to labor camps, children dying of starvation, along 
with many other atrocities, squelch any opportunity to grow and thrive. Most just try to survive. 
Children learn to steal to survive or risk their lives to escape which has led many into human 
trafficking. 

When we ask you to pray for God to open the way for children in North Korea to attend Good News 
Club®, it’s because our hearts break for these children. We desperately desire to share God’s love and 
hope with them.

Order your “Pray for the Children in North Korea” Wristbands from cefpress.com
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I don’t believe there’s a loving God.” Some may consider this to be a harsh 
statement but for many it is real. Josh* said this with all sincerity. His 
alcoholic mother never showed him love. She would antagonize and beat 
him. He knew his presence reminded her of his father, and she hated his 
father. Sometimes Josh could escape to a friend’s house but even that 

respite was taken from him when his mother took him to a different state. Gangs 
controlled the school and most days Josh faced bullies and beatings. After he and his 
mother moved back to his hometown, Josh became involved with drugs. About the 
time he turned 17, Josh was kicked out of the house and lived behind a dumpster for 
a few weeks. A friend finally took him in. 

Is it any wonder that Josh would doubt the existence of a loving God?

The stories may vary but the same outcome occurs in far too many lives. What about 
the children whose parents spend most of their days high on drugs? Boys and girls 
left day after day, unsupervised and uncared for. Mom and Dad never make them 
a meal, read them a story, help them with homework, and tell them to brush their 
teeth, or make sure they are properly dressed. Some children experience constant 
abuse. It has been reported that “children whose parents use drugs and misuse alco-
hol are three times more likely to be physically, sexually, or emotionally abused and 
four times more likely to be neglected than their peers.”**

Do you ever wonder why a child has behavior problems?  

Does God know and care about these children?   ABSOLUTELY YES!

Jesus cherishes children. He told His disciples, “Whoever receives one such child in 
my name receives me,  but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me 
to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck 
and to be drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matthew 18:5–6). The love of Jesus can 
radically change the lives boys and girls. Children desperately need to hear that God 
knows and cares for them, but they also long to be shown that love. 

*name changed
**Christopher Bergland, “Harvard Study Pegs How Parental Substance Abuse Im-
pacts Kids,” Psychology Today ( July 18, 2016), https://www.psychologytoday.com/
blog/the-athletes-way/201607/harvard-study-pegs-how-parental-substance-abuse-
impacts-kids

Who Cares 
      About Me?
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“One in Five American Children Live in Homes with 
Parental Substance Abuse”**
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Don’t Be Afraid
As a little girl, I remember lying in bed at night, gripped in fear that alligators were under my bed and would bite me 

if I tried to get out. Sounds silly, doesn’t it? But for me, the fear was quite real. Later I reasoned that if there were 
no alligators before I went to bed, they couldn’t just appear after the lights went out. Sometimes our minds easily 

wonder and imagine things that cause us to fear while other times our situations warrant fear. This reminds me of a night I 
was walking and saw a bear ahead and then noticed her cub in the tree nearby. My fear warned me to retreat with caution. 

Fears, whether 
warranted or imagined, 
affect thoughts and 
actions. For some, 
courage trumps fear, 
maybe even resulting in 
acts of heroism. What 
does God want us to 
do with our fear? He 
says, “Fear not, for I 
am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your 
God; I will strengthen 
you, I will help you, I 
will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand” 
(Isaiah 41:10). 

I asked my grown children what songs 
they enjoyed singing when they were 
young and they mentioned, “Jesus Is 
Caring for You.” This song brought them 
great comfort. If I had known this song 
as a child, I would have fallen asleep in 
comfort rather than fear. Perhaps the faces 
of children (and even adults) who need 
this message come to mind. There may 
be times you need to remember, fear not, 
Jesus is caring for you. 

Jesus Is Caring for You

Don’t be afraid, Jesus is watching you.
In the dark night He is protecting you.

Talk to the Lord, ask Him to 
make you brave.

Jesus will hear when you pray.

Jesus is caring for you.
Jesus is helping you too.

Jesus is always there keeping you for He 
loves you.

Jesus is caring for you.
Jesus is helping you too.

Jesus is with you whatever you do.

You’re not alone, Jesus is there with you.
He can’t be seen, but He is there it’s true.

He is your friend, He’ll keep you in His care.
He goes with you everywhere.

Author: Larry Mayfield 
Copyright © 1974 by Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc. 

All rights reserved.

By: Debra Hane
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This fall many children will learn the song “Jesus Is Caring for You” as a part of two lesson series in Good News Club.

God: the One Who Knows My Heart includes lessons from the life of King David. Mephibosheth, the crippled grandson of 
David’s old enemy, had every reason to fear. But God used David to show him love and kindness. 

God Rules: Be Strong includes lessons from the life of Daniel. God didn’t stop caring for Daniel even when it seemed like he 
would be eaten by lions. God was faithful. He cared for Daniel and helped him stand strong and make the hard choice to 
continue to be faithful to God amid persecution and trouble.

visit cefpress.com

By: Debra Hane
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Operation 
Wonder Why
Following the disaster of 9/11, CEF® President Reese Kauffman was 

burdened to develop a tool to minister to children in the wake of 
tragedy and to present the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

In early 2002, CEF International Headquarters staff Brenda 
Hanson and Lynda Pongracz traveled to New York City to 
gain a sense of what people who witnessed the events of 
9/11 thought and felt in the midst of that disaster—
especially the children. They talked to children, 
parents, teachers, pastors and first responders. 
The result of this research was the 16-page 
Do You Wonder Why? booklet. It speaks 
to the hard questions children 
ask in the midst of tragedy—
whether national disasters or 
personal crises in the home.

The strategy for distributing this 
booklet was called Operation Wonder Why. 
This involved a plan for thousands of copies 
to be printed and distributed to key locations 
throughout the country for rapid deployment. 
When disaster strikes, local workers would be 
mobilized in partnership with other agencies to get the 
booklet into the hands of children and adults in the 
stricken area. 

The first test of Operation Wonder Why came in February 2003 in 
response to the Columbia space shuttle tragedy. Thousands of booklets 
were distributed in Texas, along the debris path, and at Johnson 
Space Center. 

In 2004 the books were distributed in Florida after four hurricanes 
brought widespread destruction to property and deep anxiety to 
the residents—especially the children. Working in cooperation 
with the Salvation Army and local churches, more than 40,000 
booklets were distributed. Afterward, one Salvation Army 
worker wrote:
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“I can’t begin to tell you just how 
valuable the booklets were. Even 
though our intentions are good, 
the way we minister to children 
during these times does not convey 
to them the answers to their difficult 
questions. Your booklet not only 
addressed their questions, but also 
provided them with hope. The 
booklet was even encouraging to me 
as a mature believer.”

In 2005 the books were once again 
deployed in the wake of Hurricane 
Katrina’s devastation. CEF workers 
and volunteers labored around the 
clock, distributing over 400,000 
booklets in Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama and surrounding states 
that received evacuees. The booklets 
were also distributed in shelters, 
schools and through local churches. 

One of our workers on the Gulf 
Coast gave this testimony:

“As you look into the faces of the 
adults and especially the children in 
the shelters you see complete despair. 
BUT, there is hope! Praise God for 
the Do You Wonder Why? booklet. 
I have heard many comments about 
the booklet and agree that this is the 

best tool to use in crisis situations. 
The people are getting their physical 
needs met, but at the heart is the 
spiritual need.” 

Distribution of the booklets opened 
doors for our workers to conduct 
Good News Clubs in many of the 
shelters and even provide teachers 
with training and literature.

In the years since then, the booklets 
have been distributed throughout 
our country whenever the need has 
come through situations including 
weather-related disasters, terrorist 
activities and school shootings. 

To date we have distributed over 
one million copies of Do You 
Wonder Why? CEF Press® keeps 
50,000 booklets in stock—ready 
to distribute when needed. These 
booklets can be purchased through 
CEF Press and are available 
in English and Spanish. Visit 
cefonline.com/doyouwonderwhy 
to download a sample of the booklet, 
view a Do You Wonder Why? video 
and share with someone you know 
who has experienced tragedy.

After Hurricane Harvey hit Texas, a pastor phoned Bennie, our CEF director there, with a 
problem. “We have more water, clothes and food than we need but what we don’t have is 
Gospel materials. Can you help us?” 

That day CEF staff delivered 30,000 Do You Wonder Why? booklets to Bennie. 

When he delivered booklets to another church that had become a shelter, they said they 
also needed hygiene items and baby supplies. That day when Bennie got home, he saw a 
moving trailer in his driveway filled with hygiene and baby supplies.

God knew the needs and provided! 

After one mother read the Do You Wonder Why? booklet she commented, “These are the 
very questions my kids are asking.” 

Summer 2017
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Snippets
“You have multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds...” 

–Psalm 40:5

Hiruni’s* first camp experience came when she attended Camp Good News®. As she listened 
to the Bible lesson she believed that God had brought her there. She had never known the 

love and peace she experienced at Camp Good News. Hiruni’s father, a drug addict, kept her family life in turmoil. When 
camp ended Hiruni regretted leaving. She longed to stay in this peaceful place where she knew she was loved. But she 
could not stay. Hiruni returned home content with knowing Jesus loves her. 

Sri Lanka 

Of course we face many challenges and difficulties but we 
teach the children to remember Hebrew 13:5-6, “God has 
said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you’…The Lord is 

my helper, I will not fear.” Every moment of every day, in every challenge that we face we remember God’s Word. And this 
encourages us to reach more and more children. Many times while doing the homeless ministry at night I heard His voice 
tell me, “Be bold, I’m with you, don’t be afraid, I’m with you!”

Undisclosed Country
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“I was encouraged this week to see 
four younger girls’ eagerness and 
excitement to get into the Word of God 
during cabin discussions at camp. One 
camper knew much about the Bible 
even though she didn’t come from a 
Christian home. The Lord reminded 
me that so much goes on we cannot 
see with our human eyes—brokenness 
and hurt, rejection and abandonment. 
But we serve a God who is always at 
work in ways we cannot see or always 
understand.”     ~ Melissa Restua

God’s Word always does its work. 
It changes people. In the orphanage 
where I serve, an 11-year-old boy 
wanted to commit suicide. That same 
day he heard how much God loves him. 
He was touched that someone loves 
him that much, and he changed his 
mind.

Deja* was very disruptive during Good News Club. She pinched the other children 
and talked to them even when they were trying to listen to the teachers. She cursed 
the other children. One day after the Bible lesson, Deja told her teacher she wanted 
Jesus as her Savior. She was very serious about it. The teacher talked to her and Deja 
prayed to receive Christ as her Savior. Since then Deja no longer disrupts the class. 
She told her teacher that since she became a Christian, if she goes to bed without 
reading her Bible and praying, she will not sleep until she gets up and reads her Bible 
and prays. Deja has even volunteered to help the teacher with Good News Club. 

A little boy attends that same club. Each time he came he would make mischief and 
then leave in the middle of club. Recently he stopped making mischief and stayed 
until club was dismissed. Gods’ Word has made a difference in his life.

~ Garnet Samuels, National Director  

* name changed

S
P
A
N

Trained and equipped 
nationals are the ideal 
individuals to minister to 
children in their countries. 
They already speak the 
language, know the culture 
and can work where people 
of other nations are not 
welcomed.

Since 1972 the Sponsor-
A-National™ program has 
provided financial assistance 
to trained nationals who 
live in areas where it is 
difficult to raise support. 
Presently over 900 CEF 
national missionaries 
receive assistance through 
the SPAN™ program each 
month. This enables them to 
spend more time sharing the 
Good News about Jesus with 
the children.

Snippets

Undisclosed 
Country

Grenada 

Canada 
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Eight-year-old Lizzy* listened intently as the Good News 
Club teacher taught a Bible lesson from the CEF series 
on Joseph. Lizzy could identify with the hard things 
Joseph experienced. When the teacher asked, “What are 
some hard things kids your age go through?” one boy 
answered, “When people don’t believe you.” Another 
shouted out, “Divorce.” Then Lizzy looked the teacher 
in the eyes and said, “When your parents are having a 
custody battle over you.” 

Thousands of children like Lizzy attend Good News Club 
while experiencing a broken heart. All children will at 

some point in their lives experience a crisis. It might be 
living in a community that has experienced a natural 
disaster, having a parent or sibling with a debilitating 
illness, or losing a family member to an accident. 
Statistics show that a high number of the children we 
minister to are even at risk of suffering neglect or abuse, 
which can include sexual abuse. 

How can we effectively help these children in crises? 
First, we need to share the Gospel and invite them 
to believe in the Lord Jesus as Savior. He is the One 
who can give them strength to endure hard times for 
He promises to “never leave them nor forsake them” 
(Hebrews 13:5b). 

But that’s not all. We desire to also disciple these new 
believers and help them grow in their relationship with 
a God who loves them dearly and is their refuge and 
strength in trouble.

Helping Children inCrisis
By: Tina Busenitz 
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C
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I

The Children’s Ministries 
Institute® offers one of the 
most innovative practical 
training programs available 
for leaders in children’s 
ministry. This 12-week 
diploma program can be 
taken in one- or two-week 
modules. Students receive 
training in direct ministry to 
children, teacher training and 
ministry organization and 
leadership. Academic credit 
may be available through 
various colleges and CEUs 
can be granted through 
ASCI. Under the direction of 
the Education Department, 
Institutes are held on every 
continent except Antarctica! 
Regional education directors 
oversee Institutes in their 
region and help ensure that 
international standards are 
maintained for the quality 
and integrity of our training 
programs. CMI® also offers 
classes online through the 
CMI Online program. Find 
out more about CMI at 
cefcmi.com or about CMI 
Online at online.cefcmi.com. 

Children’s Ministries Institute® offers a week-long course called 
“Understanding Today’s Child” that includes six classes on how to help 
children in crises. Students learn how to identify children who might be 
abused or neglected, how to minister to children of divorce and those 
from dysfunctional homes, and how to guide them to the One who is 
their source of hope. 

Lizzy’s Good News Club teacher had the opportunity to counsel her, pray 
with her, and share Scripture to comfort her. The teacher and Lizzy have 
built a special friendship that has allowed Lizzy to confide in the teacher 
when she needs to talk. 

Will you pray that God will bring the hurting children to Good News Club 
that they might hear of His love, believe in Him, and know His hope and 
help throughout their lives? Will you pray that the teachers will be able 
to minister to the hurting children effectively? Perhaps you would like 
to know how to help hurting kids. Join us at Children’s Ministries Institute 
for Understanding Today’s Child to find out how. Classes can be taken 
online or at CEF International Headquarters in Warrenton, Missouri. 

*name changed
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During the summer Patti, the local director for the 
Greater Chattanooga Chapter of Child Evangelism 
Fellowship®, organizes teams to run 5-Day Club® 
in community centers in the inner city. Then the 
opportunity opened to start weekly Good News Clubs 
in 17 of these community centers. Now they could 
disciple the children reached through the summer 5-Day 
Clubs! To staff the clubs in the community centers, CEF 
encouraged inner city churches to partner with them. The 
churches sent volunteers into the centers to lead the clubs. 
Through these partnerships 7 of the 17 centers have Good 
News Clubs. 

Bringing    Change
to the Inner City

Patti Harris, 
Local Director of Greater 
Chattanooga Chapter
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Children can now see their GNC™ teachers in 
club, in church and in their neighborhoods. 
This increased contact is crucial for inner city 
children. Many grow up in homes where the 
parents do not care about them. They may not 
know who their real parents are and they may 
have to be the parents for younger siblings. Gang 
violence is strong; gang members often recruit 
children as young as nine years old.

The clubs are making a difference. One young 
boy was a strong but negative leader who caused 
many problems. One day as he listened to the 
Bible lesson, he stood up and told the teacher, 
“I need Jesus.” He accepted Christ as Savior 
that day! His behavior changed completely and 
he is now a positive Christian influence in his 
community. 

He isn’t the only one. Another boy had a rough 
home life, didn’t know who his father was, 
and was forced to parent his younger siblings. 
Because of his many behavioral issues, he 
was kicked out of six elementary schools. He 
attended Good News Club, accepted Christ as 
Savior and his life has completely changed! 
He now teaches 5-Day Clubs and Good News 
Clubs, graduated from high school with honors, 
and earned a scholarship for college. He plans 
to become a principal and pastor so he can 
invest back into his community through the 
love of Jesus. He is unashamed of his testimony 
for Christ, has earned a favorable name in his 
community, and is making a difference! 

The children in these clubs are encouraged to 
attend the sponsoring church. After Patti spoke 
at one of these churches, the mother of one 
GNC child approached her. Her heart had been 
touched by the love and acceptance extended by 
the church family. She was encouraged by the 
way they showed her that God would meet her 
where she was in life and grow her from there. 

Though there is still much work to be done 
and many more clubs waiting to be opened as 
soon as the volunteers are available, the changes 
happening in the lives of these inner city families 
are great.
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story?
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