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AANP:	Nat'l	Conference	Press	Release	
 

AANP Launches National Awareness Campaign at Denver Conference  
“We Choose NPs” to Highlight NP Role in Primary Care and Importance of Patient Choice  
 
Denver, CO (June 26, 2018) – The American Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP) will 
unveil a new public awareness campaign, “We Choose NPs,” during its 2018 National 
Conference taking place at Denver’s Colorado Convention Center from June 26 - July 1, 
2018.  The multimillion dollar integrated campaign will raise awareness of nurse practitioners’ 
(NPs) critical role in expanding access to primary care for millions of Americans and showcase 
actual patients who choose NPs as their health care providers.  
 
Over 5,000 NPs from across the country will be attending the conference and previewing the 
television ads, which will air nationally on Fox and Friends, CNN, and MSNBC, in select markets 
on Good Morning America, The Today Show and Ellen, and on radio in key markets. The 
campaign will be supported by a patient-focused website and blog, WeChooseNPs.org, as well 
as a robust program of digital advertising, media relations and events designed to reach 
consumers nationwide. 
 
New data recently released by AANP shows that the NP profession is growing to meet the 
challenge of the nation’s health care shortages, with more than 248,000 NPs currently licensed 
to practice in the United States and approximately 23,000 NP students entering the workforce 
every year.   
 
 
"NPs are the provider of choice for millions of families across the United States," said AANP’s 
President, Joyce Knestrick, PhD, C-FNP, APRN, FAANP. "We conduct over one billion patient 
visits each year. From rural to urban areas, and in every care setting, NPs are leading the way 
in providing high-quality, accessible health care for all. This year’s conference and our new 
campaign demonstrate NPs’ unparalleled commitment to expanding primary care access - and 
emphasizing patients’ choice of primary care providers." 
 
Beyond the conference’s broad focus on primary care, NPs working in primary, acute and 
specialty care will attend over 300 sessions and 40 skill-enhancing workshops covering a range 
of topics - from safe prescribing practices to help combat opioid addiction to telehealth. This 
year, attendees will support Denver Health’s Newborns in Need, a  program of Denver Health 
Foundation that provides every baby delivered at Denver Health Hospital a good start in life 
through the donation of a Warm Welcome bag that contains baby essentials such as diapers, a 

http://www.denverhealthfoundation.org/ways-to-give/gifts/
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sleep sack, bibs, socks, hats, pajamas, blankets, baby lotion, baby shampoo, a stuffed animal 
and a book.   
 
Additionally, AANP has partnered with Musicians On Call to host a benefit concert to bring the 
healing power of music to hospitalized patients. Musicians On Call is a nonprofit that adds a 
dose of joy to life in a health care facility by delivering live, in-room performances to patients 
undergoing treatment or unable to leave their beds. 
 
 
“This conference is our signature event showcasing the outstanding care NPs provide to 
communities and patients across America,” said Knestrick. “We want America to know, when 
patients choose, patients win.” 
 

### 
 
The American Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP) is the largest professional 
membership organization for nurse practitioners (NPs) of all specialties. It represents the 
interests of the more than 248,000 licensed NPs in the U.S. AANP provides legislative 
leadership at the local, state and national levels, advancing health policy; promoting excellence 
in practice, education and research; and establishing standards that best serve NP patients and 
other health care consumers. As The Voice of the Nurse Practitioner®, AANP represents the 
interests of NPs as providers of high-quality, cost-effective, comprehensive, patient-centered 
health care. To locate a nurse practitioner in your community, go to npfinder.com. For more 
information about NPs, visit aanp.org. 
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NURSE PRACTITIONERS

60%
87% OF NPs SEE 3 

OR MORE 
PATIENTS PER 
HOUR

PREPARED IN
PRIMARY CARE

171,000
234,000

140,000
120,000

106,000

97,000
82,000

68,300

The number of nurse practitioners 
continues to grow rapidly.

NPs are choosing primary care more 
than physicians and physician assistants.  
In 2017, more than 87% of NPs 
were prepared in primary care 
programs, while only 14.5% of 
physicians entered a primary 
care residency. 

YEARS OF ACADEMIC 
AND CLINICAL PREPARATION

AREA OF PRIMARY CARE PREPARATION

Nurse practitioners are a clear 
solution for patient-centered, 
accessible health care. 

2018

2017

2013

2010

2007

2004

2003

2001

1999

With a track record of 
quality health care delivery 
for nearly half a century… 

INCREASING IN NUMBER

PRIMARY CARE FOCUS

REQUIREMENTS FOR PRACTICE

4.6%
Pediatrics

3.4%
Women’s
Health

21.3%
Adult and 
Geriatrics

60.6%
Family

248,000

An increase in the overall population, aging 
baby boomers, and the newly insured under 
the Affordable Care Act will bring millions 
more into the health care system.

NPs are the providers of choice for millions of Americans. NPs evaluate patients, 
diagnose, write prescriptions and bring a comprehensive perspective to health care.

and a growing need for 
health care providers, 
especially in primary care… 

85% accept Medicare 
83% accept Medicaid 
84% accept Private Insurance  
82% accept Uninsured

NPs BY THE NUMBERS

Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing

Registered Nurse License

Graduate Nursing Education

National Board Certification

State NP Licensure/Registration

DELIVER 
PRIMARY CARE 

Over 5 decades of 
improving patient access 
and quality care

Over 1.02 billion  
annual patient visits 
estimated

Prescribe 
medications 
in all 50 states
and D.C.

NPs AT A GLANCE

3 out of 4
MORE THAN

6+ 

PRESCRIPTION 
FOR THE FUTURE

2 out of 3 patients 
support  legislation 
for greater access 
to NP services

March 2018                    

NP: Your 
Partner In 
Health
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NP	FACTS	
 
There are more than 248,000 nurse practitioners (NPs)  
licensed in the U.S. 1 
 
• An estimated 23,000 new NPs completed their academic programs in 2015-20162 
• 97.8% of NPs have graduate degrees 3 
• 86.6% of NPs are certified in an area of primary care, and 77.8% of all NPs deliver primary 

care 3 
• 84.9% of NPs are accepting Medicare patients and 82.9% are accepting Medicaid patients 4 
• 49.9% of NPs hold hospital privileges; 11.3% have long-term care privileges 4 
• 95.8% of NPs prescribe medications, and those in full-time practice write an average of 23 

prescriptions per day 4 
• NPs hold prescriptive privileges, including controlled substances in all 50 states and D.C. 
• In 2017, the mean, full-time base salary was $105,546 3 
• The majority (60.8%) of NPs see three or more patients per hour 4 
• Malpractice rates remain low; only 1.9% have been named as primary defendant in a 

malpractice case 4 
• Nurse practitioners have been in practice an average of 11 years 3 
• The average age of NPs is 49 years 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: 
 
1. AANP National Nurse Practitioner Database, 2017 
2. Fang, D., Li, Y., Kennedy, K.A., & Trautman, D.E. (2017) 2016-2017 Enrollment and Graduations in Baccalaureate and 

Graduate Programs in Nursing. Washington DC: AACN. 
3. 2017 AANP National Nurse Practitioner Sample Survey 
4. 2016 AANP National Nurse Practitioner Sample Survey 
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Distribution, Top Practice Setting and Clinical  
Focus Area by Area of NP Certification 3 

 

 
 
* NPs may be certified in more than one area ^ Primary Care Focus 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources: 
 
5. AANP National Nurse Practitioner Database, 2017 
6. Fang, D., Li, Y., Kennedy, K.A., & Trautman, D.E. (2017) 2016-2017 Enrollment and Graduations in Baccalaureate and 

Graduate Programs in Nursing. Washington DC: AACN. 
7. 2017 AANP National Nurse Practitioner Sample Survey 
8. 2016 AANP National Nurse Practitioner Sample Survey 
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Frequently	Asked	Questions		
about	Nurse	Practitioners	
 
 
How long have NPs been providing care? 
NPs have been providing quality health care for more than half a century. Studies show that 
NPs improve patient outcomes, help lower heath care costs and partner with patients to improve 
their health. 

Will I be able to find an NP in my community? 
NPs can be found in communities of every size. In fact, the number of NPs in rural and 
underserved communities is among the highest of primary care health care provider. To locate 
an NP in your area, go to NPFinder.Com or contact your insurance provider to locate an NP in 
your insurance network. 
 
What kinds of services do NPs provide? 
NPs provide a full range of primary, acute and specialty health care services, including: 

• Ordering, performing and interpreting diagnostic tests such as lab work and x-rays 
• Diagnosing and treating acute and chronic conditions such as diabetes, high blood 

pressure, infections, and injuries. 
• Prescribing medications and other treatments. 
• Managing patients' overall care. 
• Advising and educating patients on disease prevention and healthy lifestyle choices. 

Do NPs have high favorability ratings? 
Yes, consistently high favorability is a major reason patients choose NPs. 
  
Can NPs prescribe medications? 
Yes, NPs can write prescriptions, including controlled substances, in all 50 states, plus the 
District of Columbia. 
 
 
  

https://npfinder.aanp.org/
https://www.clinicaladvisor.com/aanp-2011-conference/nurse-practitioners-outscore-physicians-in-patient-satisfaction-survey/article/206090/
https://www.aanp.org/all-about-nps/np-fact-sheet
https://www.aanp.org/all-about-nps/np-fact-sheet
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Is the NP workforce shrinking like the primary care physician 
workforce? 
No, the number of NPs is on the rise and is growing every year. More than 23,000 NPs 
graduated in 2016, and this number will [MK2] continue to steadily climb in the next decade.  
 
Will NPs help to offset dangerous primary care provider shortages? 
Yes, NP growth will help alleviate provider gaps, particularly in primary care. While experts 
predict this shortage will exceed 40,000 providers by 2030, the influx of NP graduates will chip 
away at this deficit. 
  
Will NPs continue to choose primary care? 
While fewer physicians are choosing primary care specialties, 90 percent of graduating NPs 
specialize in primary care programs. 
  
Is demand for NPs on the rise? 
Yes! Demand for NPs increased 320 percent in just three years, catapulting NPs to the fifth 
most in- demand health specialty. 
  
Why is the role of NP more important than ever? 
By the year 2030, one in five Americans will be over the age of 65, and 60 percent will need 
treatment for at least one chronic condition. 
  
How are NPs making care more accessible? 
In addition to traditional [MK3] emergency rooms and practice settings, NPs staff more than 2,000 
retail clinics serving 35 million patients in stores like CVS, Walgreens and Target, where they 
make up more than 95 percent of the provider population. 
  
How are NPs making good health part of our lives? 
NPs make staying healthy part of your job. Nearly 30 percent of companies with more than 
5,000 employees staff corporate on-site clinics with NPs to help improve workforce health. 
 
 
 

https://www.aanp.org/all-about-nps/np-fact-sheet
https://news.aamc.org/medical-education/article/new-aamc-research-reaffirms-looming-physician-shor/
https://news.aamc.org/medical-education/article/new-aamc-research-reaffirms-looming-physician-shor/
https://www.statnews.com/2018/02/21/health-providers-shortage/
https://www.aanp.org/all-about-nps/np-fact-sheet
http://healthcare.dmagazine.com/2014/07/08/survey-demand-for-nurse-practitioners-spikes-at-unprecedented-level/
http://healthcare.dmagazine.com/2014/07/08/survey-demand-for-nurse-practitioners-spikes-at-unprecedented-level/
http://www.everydayhealth.com/senior-health/aging-and-health/pressures-on-healthcare-from-booming-senior-population.aspx
http://www.everydayhealth.com/senior-health/aging-and-health/pressures-on-healthcare-from-booming-senior-population.aspx
http://www.pharmacytimes.com/publications/issue/2016/january2016/the-aging-population-the-increasing-effects-on-health-care
http://www.pharmacytimes.com/publications/issue/2016/january2016/the-aging-population-the-increasing-effects-on-health-care
http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/retail-health-clinics-state-legislation-and-laws.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/retail-health-clinics-state-legislation-and-laws.aspx
http://www.cvs.com/minuteclinic/?WT.mc_id=PS_010615&WT.srch=1&utm_source=Google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=minute+clinic&utm_campaign=paid%2Bsearch&gclid=COeLjOajrsUCFQWRHwodS2UAwQ
http://www.cvs.com/minuteclinic/?WT.mc_id=PS_010615&WT.srch=1&utm_source=Google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=minute+clinic&utm_campaign=paid%2Bsearch&gclid=COeLjOajrsUCFQWRHwodS2UAwQ
https://www.walgreens.com/topic/pharmacy/healthcare-clinic.jsp
https://www.walgreens.com/topic/pharmacy/healthcare-clinic.jsp
http://www.target.com/c/clinic-healthhttp://www.target.com/c/clinic-health/-/N-54x94#?lnk=lnav_%20featured%20services_1&intc=2413591%7Cnull
http://www.target.com/c/clinic-healthhttp://www.target.com/c/clinic-health/-/N-54x94#?lnk=lnav_%20featured%20services_1&intc=2413591%7Cnull
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/nation-world/national/article24784225.html
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/nation-world/national/article24784225.html
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20151205/MAGAZINE/312059980
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20151205/MAGAZINE/312059980
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About	the	American	Association	of	Nurse	Practitioners	

	
On January 1, 2013, the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners (founded in 1985) and the 
American College of Nurse Practitioners (founded in 1995) came together to form  the American 
Association of Nurse Practitioners® (AANP),  the largest full-service national professional 
membership organization for NPs of all specialties. 

As The Voice of the Nurse Practitioner®, AANP represents the interests of more than 248,000 
NPs around the country, advocating for the active role of NPs as providers of high-quality, cost-
effective, comprehensive, patient-centered health care. 

The mission of AANP is to empower all nurse practitioners to advance quality health care 
through practice, education, advocacy, research and leadership. 
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David	Hebert	
Chief Executive Officer, American Association of Nurse Practitioners 
      
 
Since January 1, 2013, David Hebert has served as the Chief Executive Officer of the American 
Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP). Previously he served as the CEO of the American 
Academy of Nurse Practitioners and the American College of Nurse Practitioners (ACNP), prior 
to the merger of the two organizations. Before working on behalf of the nurse practitioners, he 
was president of his own government relations firm -- the DEH Group, LLC where he 
represented a variety of clients on health care and housing issues. Prior to the DEH Group, he 
served as Senior Vice President, Policy & Government Relations for the American Health Care 
Association (AHCA). 
      
Hebert previously served as Counsel at Alston & Bird, LLP where he worked in the health care 
group of former Administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Tom 
Scully where he focused on legislative and regulatory issues in health care. 
      
Prior to moving to Alston & Bird, Hebert was Chief of Staff for Senator Roy Blunt when Blunt 
was House Majority Whip. Hebert was twice named by Roll Call to its list of “Fabulous 50 
Movers & Shakers Behind the Scenes on Capitol Hill.” In 2016, Hebert was named as one of the 
Modern Health Care’s 100 Most Influential. 
      
Prior to his work on Capitol Hill, Hebert directed the Washington government affairs office of the 
American Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA). 
      
He also served as an Adjunct Professor in the Liberal Studies Program at Georgetown 
University. He was Counsel, Government Affairs for the National Association of Insurance & 
Financial Advisors (NAIFA) from 1988 to 1994. 
      
Hebert received his juris doctorate from Pepperdine University in 1982, and holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree from the University of Oregon. Hebert also did post-graduate studies in 
Salzburg, Austria, and clerked in Copenhagen for a Danish law firm, as well as the California 
Department of Justice, Business & Tax Division. He is admitted to practice law in Texas and in 
the District of Columbia. 
      
In addition to being a non-voting member of the AANP Board of Directors, Hebert serves on the 
Board of Directors of the Patient Centered Primary Care Collaborative.  
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Joyce	Marth	Knestrick,	PhD,	C-FNP,	APRN,	FAANP	
President, American Association of Nurse Practitioners 
 

Joyce Marth Knestrick, PhD, C-FNP, APRN, FAANP is the President of the American 
Association of Nurse Practitioners. She practices as a family nurse practitioner at Wheeling 
Health Right in Wheeling, WV. Dr. Knestrick earned a PhD at Duquesne University in 
Pittsburgh, PA, a Master's Degree in Nursing with a focus on primary care from West Virginia 
University, a BSN from Wheeling College, an ADN from Community College of Allegheny 
County and a BS in chemistry from Point Park College. She has twenty-five years of experience 
as a family nurse practitioner working in clinics that serve low income and underserved 
populations both in urban and rural Appalachian areas. 

A registered nurse for over 30 years, Dr. Knestrick has a variety of teaching experience at the 
diploma, BSN, MSN and Doctorate level. As an organizational leader, she has served as an 
adjunct professor in organizational leadership master's programs. She has served multiple 
clinical roles as a family nurse practitioner, a nurse manager, and a registered nurse in critical 
care, medical surgical, pediatric, and long-term care settings. 

Dr. Knestrick's research agenda focuses on the health of low-income populations with a focus 
on issues that impact those populations such as smoking, hope, spirituality and access to care. 
As a nurse educator, she has twenty years as a distance educator and has been a pioneer in 
distance education for nurse practitioners. She serves on several committees for NONPF. She 
and her husband of 40 years enjoy their time together with their three grown children. 
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Media	Contacts	
 
Ryan Shucard: ryan.shucard@720strategies.com 
 
Mike Esser:  mike.esser@720strategies.com 
 
SevenTwenty Strategies: 202/962-3955 
 


