
Over the last several months, NAEVR advocacy efforts 
have focused on appropriations funding for the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) and specifically the National 
Eye Institute (NEI). AEVR has continued to provide 
educational briefings that have raised awareness about 
vision conditions and the value of research to better treat, 
cure, and prevent the causes of vision impairment and 
loss.

Following the Administration’s release of the Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2023 budget request at the end of March, the House 
and Senate have been busy. Starting in May the House 
and Senate conducted hearings about funding for the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH), the House advanced 
legislation authorizing ARPA-H in June, appropriations 
bills allocating funding for FY2023 were drafted, and the 
House completed their mark in June on the Labor, Health, 
and Human Services (LHHS) appropriations bill with the 
Senate releasing their draft report in July, (see Legislative 
Update inside).

The May hearings of the House and Senate LHHS 
Appropriations Subcommittees included testimony and 
answers from Lawrence Tabak, DDS, PhD, serving as Acting 
Director of the NIH, and included directors of several other 
large institutes including the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute (NHLBI), National Institute on Mental 
Health (NIMH), National Institute on Aging (NIA), National 
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), and the National Cancer 
Institute (NCI). The hearings included bipartisan support 
for the work being done at NIH with a particular focus on 
ARPA-H and a shared interest in ARPA-H funding being 
supplemental to NIH base funding.

NAEVR has been engaged with appropriators in both 
the House and Senate since the start of the FY2023 
appropriations process. Prior to the hearings, NAEVR 
provided written testimony in May for the Committee’s 
review which highlighted the value of vision research 
and the importance of the NEI while emphasizing the 
need for additional base funding and why ARPA-H 
funding should be supplemental to, not supplanting the 
investment in NIH.

In addition to NAEVR’s advocacy work, AEVR has 
continued to educate about the value of federally 
funded vision research through its Research Saving 
Sight, Restoring Vision Initiative. You’ll find summaries of 
AEVR’s May Diabetic Retinopathy Briefing, and July Dry 
Eye Briefing later in this report. Serving as “Friends of 
the NEI,” the Alliances highlighted the significant work 
that is being done and can continue to be built on with 
appropriate federal investment in vision research.

On behalf of the Boards, and in working with Dan 
Ignaszewski as the Alliances Executive Director, we look 
forward to working with you this fall as the Alliances 
identifies new ways to maximize the impact of the 
organizations while providing exceptional value and 
member engagement opportunities. Thank you for all 
your continued support.
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^ Does not include research relief funding for NIH grantees.

This spring, NAEVR submitted testimony 
advocating for increased funding for the 
National Eye Institute to the House and 
Senate. On June 30, the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health, and Human 
Services and Related Agencies (LHHS) marked 
up the Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 LHHS Funding 
Bill. The House bill provides an increase of 
$124.2 billion for the Department of Health 
and Human Services (an increase of $15.6 
billion from FY2022 and $298 million below 
the President’s budget request).

The bill includes an increase of 5.5% for the 
National Institute of Health (NIH) from $44.96 
billion to $47.5 billion. The bill also includes 
$891,186,000 for the National Eye Institute 
(NEI), an increase of nearly $27.3 million from 
the FY2022 enacted level (or 3.2%). The bill 
also includes an increase of $100 million for 
health disparities research and $64 million for 
the Office of Research on Women’s Health. The 
3.2% increase that NEI received is consistent 
with the across-the-board increase of 3.2% 
for NIH Institutes and Centers to support the 
biomedical research workforce and expand on 
promising research.

Due to COVID impacts on research, the bill 
also extends multiyear grants obligated 
through FY2017 from the NIH to be extended 
for availability through FY2023 if the NIH 
Director “determines the project suffered an 
interruption of activities attributable to SARS-
CoV-2.”

Finally, the draft bill includes $2.75 billion for 
the Advanced Projects Agency for Health 
(ARPA-H) within HHS, but outside of the NIH. 
Currently, the Administration has established 
ARPA-H within NIH but reporting to the 
Secretary of HHS. The funds for ARPA-H would 
be available through FY2025 and represents a 
$1.75 billion increase over the FY2022 enacted 
level of $1 billion to initially establish ARPA-H 
which was included in the FY2022 omnibus.

The Senate Appropriations Subcommittee 
on LHHS has published its draft bill but as of 
this printing, it has not been marked up. The 
drafted Senate bill includes $48 billion for 
the NIH, $890,700,000 for the National Eye 
Institute, and $1 billion for ARPA-H (included 
within NIH). The draft bill is close to many of 
the House figures which may bode well for 
negotiations after the August recess.

FY 2023 Appropriations



ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS AGENCY FOR HEALTH (ARPA-H)

Earlier this spring, Health and Human Services 
(HHS) Secretary Xavier Becerra named 
Adam H. Russell, D.Phil. Acting Director of 
the Advanced Research Projects Agency 
for Health (ARPA-H). The Secretary also 
announced the establishment of the ARPA-H 
as an independent entity within the NIH but 
reporting directly to the Secretary. Dr. Russell 
brings experience as a former Program 
Manager for the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA) program which 
shares similar objectives to ARPA-H, including 
the focus on high-risk, high-reward research 
projects. 

The position of ARPA-H still may be modified 
as the House of Representatives passed 
legislation authorizing ARPA-H on June 22. 
The bill, HR 5585, passed by a vote of 336 to 
85, and would establish ARPA-H as a separate 
agency within the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS).  President Biden 
had originally proposed that ARPA-H be 
established as an independent institute within 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH), but the 
House bill would establish the new agency as 
independent within HHS. 

The bill now goes to the Senate for its 
consideration. Its fate in the Senate is unclear, 
as Senate HELP Committee Chair Patty Murray 

(D-WA) and Ranking Member Richard Burr 
(R-NC) have both suggested in hearings this 
May, that they felt comfortable with ARPA-H 
being positioned within the NIH and reporting 
to HHS. Under the authorizing legislation, the 
President would nominate a Director, but 
would not require Senate confirmation.

An inter-agency committee would also be 
created in the bill to monitor the activity of 
ARPA-H, including the Directors of the NIH, 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the 
National Science Foundation. (NSF), DARPA, 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and 
several other major research and health 

as proposed, would advise the Director on 

on ways to improve coordination with other 
federal research agencies.

The authorizing legislation also included 
$500 million in funding for ARPA-H per year 
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Actual funding for ARPA-H would be set by 
the Appropriations committees in the annual 
Labor, Health, and Human Services (LHHS) 
appropriations bills. For FY2023, the House 
LHHS appropriations bill would currently fund 
ARPA-H at a level of $2.75 billion.



On May 25, the Alliance for Eye and Vision Research 
(AEVR) recognized May as Healthy Vision Month 
by hosting its second virtual Research Saving 
Sight, Restoring Vision Congressional Briefing of 
2022, entitled: NEI’s Diabetic Retinopathy Clinical 
Research (DRCR) Retinal Network: Optimizing 
Treatment for Diabetic Eye Disease Patients. AEVR’s 
Research Saving Sight, Restoring Vision Initiative is 
a sustained activity to educate about the value of 
eye and vision research and the enormous strides 
that National Eye Institute (NEI) funded research 
has made to establish improvements to diagnosis, 
treatments, therapies, and outcomes for eye and 
vision care.

The Briefing featured 
Lions Clubs International 
First Vice President, Brian 
Sheehan, and DRCR Co-
Chair, Jennifer Sun MD, 
MPH (Joslin Diabetes 
Center/Harvard Medical 
School).

During the Briefing, Mr. Sheehan highlighted 
the Lions Clubs SightFirst grant program which 
supports diabetic retinopathy screening and 
treatment programs, as well as projects that 
serve patients already diagnosed with the disease 
worldwide. The mission of the SightFirst program 
is to develop or improve comprehensive eye care 
systems to fight blindness and vision loss and assist 
blind and visually impaired people in underserved 
communities. Mr. Sheehan emphasized that the 
best way to prevent DR is through monitoring and 
early detection and treatment of the disease.

Dr. Sun highlighted the strides in outcomes research 
from the DRCR Network over the past 20 years 
since its founding in 2002. The network has received 
funding from the National Eye Institute (NEI) and 
from the Special Diabetes Program through the 
National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and 
Kidney Diseases (NIDDK). This federal investment 
has been leveraged with private funding from 
JDRF and private industry to maximize the impact 
of the network. Between 2003 and 2022, the 

DRCR Retina Network conducted 36 multicenter 
studies, produced 114 publications, and has 137 
active clinical sites.

Over the past 20 years, DRCR studies have resulted 
in significant improvements to clinical interventions 
and protocols. A unique and important aspect 
of federally funded research includes the ability 
to look across multiple therapies and methods 
and utilize longitudinal data sets which proves 
valuable in understanding the impact of different 
interventions.

More recent studies and protocols have worked 
to understand when to use and when it may not 
be pertinent to use anti-VEGF therapies and the 
impacts of anti-VEGF therapies on Proliferative 
Diabetic Retinopathy (PDR). DRCR research 
shows that there may be times when a patient 
has good vision that physicians may be able to 
hold off on treatment. The data also shows that 
anti-VEGF treatment is very successful in treating 
PDR and may reduce the need for some surgical 
interventions.

The Network continues to advance research to 
improve outcomes for patients with diabetic 
retinopathy and other retinal conditions and 
diseases. Moving forward, the Network is continuing 
to build on its past research and is also looking at 
ways to prevent retinal disease, understand the 
genetic impacts on retinal disease, and is looking 
at how artificial intelligence, imaging, and big data 
can play a role in addressing retinal diseases.

AEVR was pleased to be able to host this Congressional 
Briefing during Healthy Vision Month and thanks Lions 
Clubs International and the Diabetic Retinopathy 
Clinical Research Retina Network for sharing their 
efforts. AEVR also thanks its supporters who helped 
make this event possible, including:
 • Research to Prevent Blindness
 • American Society of Retina Specialists
 • JDRF
 • Lions Clubs International
 • Association for Research in Vision and
     Ophthalmology (ARVO) (streaming support)
 • Genentech (event support)

AEVR MAY DIABETIC RETINOPATHY BRIEFING



AEVR DRY EYE BRIEFING
On July 13, the Alliance for Eye and Vision Research 
(AEVR) partnered with the Tear Film & Ocular Surface 
Society (TFOS) to recognize July as Dry Eye Awareness 
Month, hosting AEVR’s third virtual Research Saving 
Sight, Restoring Vision Congressional Briefing of 2022, 
entitled: Researching the Impact of Lifestyle on Ocular 
Surface Disease: Food for Thought - Dry Eye Disease. 
AEVR’s Research Saving Sight, Restoring Vision Initiative 
is a sustained activity to educate about the value of 
eye and vision research and the enormous strides that 
National Eye Institute (NEI) funded research has made 
to establish improvements to diagnosis, treatments, 

therapies, and outcomes for eye and vision care.
The Briefing featured international experts in dry eye 
disease and dry eye research including:

• Amy Sullivan
Executive Director for TFOS

• Maria Markoulli PhD,
MOptom, GradCertOcTher, FBCLA, FAAO
Associate Professor at the School of Optometry 
andVision Science at the University of New
South Wales 

• Anat Galor MD, MSPH
Miami Veterans Affairs 
(VA) medical center and the Bascom Palmer Eye
Institute at the University of Miami Miller School
of Medicine

• Tannin Schmidt, PhD
Associate Professor in Biomedical Engineering 
at the University of Connecticut Health Center

Recognizing the lifestyle impacts of dry eye disease, Dr. 
Markoulli shared research about the importance of diet 
on dry eye disease. Highlighting research that indicates 
the importance of Omega 3 and Omega 6 in the diet, Dr. 
Markoulli also shared the need for us to look at additional 
dietary information in future research to understand its 
impact on dry eye disease, including understanding the 
importance of prebiotics and probiotics and the impacts 
of sugar, vitamins, food additives, contaminants, and 
the chemical composition impacts of food and drink 
containers.

Dr. Galor highlighted the complexity of dry eye disease 
and how corneal nerve function and corneal sensitivity 
play a significant role in the impact of dry eye on 
individual patients. Dr. Galor discussed the importance 
of understanding individual patients and causes to be 
able to deliver precision-based medicine.

Aligning treatment with contributory issues will help 
improve patient outcomes and overall function. In 
addition to dietary considerations, Dr. Galor talked about 
needing better diagnostics and ways to subcategorize 
dry eye disease to be better treat individual needs. She 

also highlighted the importance of earlier diagnosis, the 
need for more treatment options, and the need to look 
at disease prevention in the future.

Dr. Tannin Schmidt discussed the important roles 
primary research has in contributing to the treatment 
of dry eye disease, including work in understanding the 
roles that natural lubricants play in reducing friction 
and improving symptoms or potentially curing dry eye 
disease in the future. Dr. Schmidt highlighted some of 
his work with the PRG4 glycoprotein that’s naturally 
produced to protect joints but can also be found in the 
eye. 

Utilizing PRG4 supplements, Dr. Schmidt was able to 
show significant improvement in patients with dry eye 
disease, specifically those with Sjögren’s syndrome. To 
discover treatments and cures for dry eye disease, Dr. 
Schmidt highlighted the need for continued federal 
investments in eye research.

AEVR was pleased to be able to host this Congressional 
Briefing during Dry Eye Awareness Month and thanks TFOS 
for partnering in raising awareness about dry eye research. 
AEVR also thanks its supporters who helped make this event 
possible, including:

• Research to Prevent Blindness
• Tear Film & Ocular Surface Society (TFOS)
• Association for Research in Vision

and Ophthalmology (ARVO)
• Genentech (event support)
• Novartis (event support)



Earlier this spring, the NAEVR 
Defense-related Vision Research 
Opportunities Session was held 
in person at the ARVO Annual 
Meeting, in Denver Colorado.

The session featured Department 
of Defense (DOD) Vision Research 
Program (VRP) Manager Q. Tian 
Wang, PhD, who spoke about the 
history and priorities of the VRP, 
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 awards 
that were recently selected by 
the VRP Program Committee, 
and the expected FY2022 VRP 
Program Announcement.

The VRP is one of 35 medical research programs 
managed by the DOD’s Congressionally Directed 
Medical Research Programs (CDMRP). Since its 
establishment in FY2009 and through FY2020, the 
VRP has funded 135 projects for a total of $133 million, 
with FY2021 awards currently being negotiated.

At NAEVR’s session Dr. Wang emphasized that, 
unlike the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
grant review process, CDMRP uses a two-tier 
review process—Peer Review first for scientific 
merit, and then Programmatic Review for military 
relevance, especially that which response to DOD-
identified research gaps identified in the Program 
Announcement.

Dr. Wang noted that the Pre-Announcement for 

the FY2022 VRP funding cycle was released on 
March 22 and the full Program Announcement was 
published in late May. The VRP is employing four 
award mechanisms: the Focused Translational Team 
Science Award (FTTSA), the Investigator-Initiated 
Research Award (IIRA, with two funding levels), 
the clinical Trial Award (CTA), and the Translational 
Research Award (TRA).

Since the VRP was first funded in FY2009, it has 
grown from $5 million to currently FY2022 funding 
of $20 million for FY2023, NAEVR and its allies are 
requesting that Congress fund the VRP at a level of 
$30 million. DOD funding opportunities are available 
to domestic and international researchers and those 
who successfully navigate the VRP are more likely to 
be successful with other DOD programs.

After Dr. Wang’s presentation, David Epstein, 
NAEVR’s Director of Government Relations,  
moderated a panel of researchers — Tonia Rex, 
PhD (Vanderbilt University) and Joe Ciolino, MD 
(Schepens Eye Research Institute) — who spoke 
about their experiences in applying for funding from 
the VRP. 

In addition to her appearance at NAEVR’s session, Dr. 
Wang attended the ARVO Annual Meeting and met 
one-on-one with researchers from Sunday through 
Tuesday at a private table in the NAEVR booth. 
These meetings allowed researchers to discuss their 
ideas for projects and gauge the potential interest 
of the VRP.

DOD FUNDING   

On June 21, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense released its markup including funding for the 
CDMRP program and the Vision Research Program (VRP) is slated for level funding. NAEVR will continue to 
work with Congress to advocate for increasing CDMRP funding for the VRP.
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