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DEFENSE-RELATED VISION FUNDING 

The Schepens Eye Research Institute is planning its 8th 
Military Vision Symposium (MVS), to be held March 2-3, 
2023, at the Starr Center in Boston, Massachusetts.  The 
event is being held in-person for the first time since the 
2017 6th MVS, as the 2021 7th MVS was held virtually due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.  NAEVR Executive Director 
Dan Ignaszewski and Director of Government Relations 
David Epstein are serving on the Program Committee, 

which is developing the agenda and speakers list for 
the meeting and will announce details and registration 
information this winter. Stories about previous MVS are 
available on the NAEVR website.  The symposium brings 
together military leaders, clinicians, and scientists with 
the goal of propelling innovative research that will lead 
to improved treatment and prevention strategies for 
combat-related eye injuries.

Since it was created by Congress in FY2009 Defense appropriations by NAEVR advocacy and through FY2022, 
the Vision Research Program (VRP) within the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs (CDMRP) has 
been funded by Congress at $164.95 million and through FY2021 has made 154 awards for a total of $151 million.

SCHEPENS EYE RESEARCH INSTITUTE TO HOLD 8TH 
MILITARY VISION SYMPOSIUM

On June 22 the House Appropriations Committee 
approved its Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Defense spending 
bill which includes $20 million in VRP funding, the fifth 
year that the program has been funded at that level.  
Almost none of the Congressionally Directed Medical 
Research Programs (CDMRP) received an increase in 
the bill.

Although the Senate Appropriations Committee has 
yet to act on its Defense Appropriations bill the Senate 

has traditionally included vision in a pool of funds within 
Defense Health Programs, and then in conference 
accepted the House bill’s funding recommendation.

As noted earlier in the Report, Congress was unable 
to finalize work on any of the FY2023 spending bills, 
including the DOD appropriations bill, before the start 
of the FY2023 fiscal year, so the government is currently 
operating under an Continuing Resolution (CR) which 
runs through December 16.

FY23: HOUSE FUNDS VRP AT $20 MILLION

On May 20, the CDMRP released the FY2022 Program 
Announcements for the VRP. For FY2022, the VRP 
will employ four award mechanisms: the Focused 
Translational Team Science Award (FTTSA), the 
Investigator-Initiated Research Award (IIRA, with two 
funding levels), the Clinical Trial Award (CTA) and the 

Translational Research Award (TRA). Pre-Applications 
were due July 15. For those researchers who were invited 
to submit a full proposal, the deadline for submission 
was November 9. Peer Review will take place in January 
2023, and Programmatic Review, including final funding 
decisions, will be done in March 2023.

FY2022: VRP RELEASES FY2022 PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS


