
This year has been another busy year for the Alliances. 
Under new executive leadership, the Alliances have 
continued to deliver on their missions to educate and 
advocate for vision research. This year AEVR has hosted 
multiple Congressional Briefings along with programs like 
the Emerging Vision Scientists (EVS) Day, and NAEVR has 
continued leading advocacy efforts to increase funding for 
the National Eye Institute (NEI) at the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) and the Vision Research Program (VRP) 
through the Department of Defense (DOD).

In addition to our educational and advocacy efforts, the 
Alliances have also welcomed a new Board member since 
our last Contributor Report, with the Boards electing 
Stephen Lane, MD who serves as Chief Medical Officer for 
Alcon. Dr. Lane was elected following the retirement of 
Mark Gordon who served as Alcon’s Senior Vice President 
and Global Head of Regulatory Affairs. The Board thanks 
Mark for his service and welcomes Dr. Lane to the Alliances’ 
Boards.

Looking forward to next year, the Alliances are celebrating 
their 30th Anniversary, and we’re excited to celebrate 
with you. Building on the Alliances’ past successes, we 
look forward to engaging with you as we look at ways to 
elevate our programs and our advocacy impact. We know 
how valuable the Alliances are to all our members and we 
appreciate your continued support.

We also know there are more opportunities to hear from 
you and for the Alliances to provide even more value. With 
that in mind, the Alliances look forward to your input as we 
prepare to develop and launch a new five-year strategic 
plan next year while providing more opportunities through 
our membership councils, communications, and programs 
like our Congressional Briefings and EVS Day.

As President of the Alliances, I have continued to identify 
ways to maximize opportunities for active member 
participation. Since being engaged first-hand is the best 
way to see the value of the Alliances’ efforts, I’m confident 
that 2023 will see increased opportunities for member 
input and participation, and together I know we can grow 
our advocacy impact. 

Shortly, the Alliances will be issuing the 2023 renewal 
campaign, and on behalf of the NAEVR and AEVR 
Boards, I urge you to continue to support NAEVR and 
AEVR during this next year as we look to enhance our 
educational and advocacy efforts to increase funding 
for vision research. If you’re not currently a member and 
would find value in receiving more updates and being 
part of the Alliances’ membership councils, I’d welcome 
you to reach out to Executive Director, Dan Ignaszewski 
at Dan@eyeresearch.org to learn more about what 
membership can provide.

On behalf of the Boards, the Alliances look forward to 
partnering with all of you in 2023, and as always, if you 
have any comments, please feel free to email me.
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Alliances plans for 2023:

 h  Alliances 30th Anniversary

 h  New strategic plan initiative

 h  Continued advocacy efforts and 
Congressional Briefings

 h  Enhanced communications and 
grassroots engagement


