
This year has been another busy year for the Alliances. 
Under new executive leadership, the Alliances have 
continued to deliver on their missions to educate and 
advocate for vision research. This year AEVR has hosted 
multiple Congressional Briefings along with programs like 
the Emerging Vision Scientists (EVS) Day, and NAEVR has 
continued leading advocacy efforts to increase funding for 
the National Eye Institute (NEI) at the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) and the Vision Research Program (VRP) 
through the Department of Defense (DOD).

In addition to our educational and advocacy efforts, the 
Alliances have also welcomed a new Board member since 
our last Contributor Report, with the Boards electing 
Stephen Lane, MD who serves as Chief Medical Officer for 
Alcon. Dr. Lane was elected following the retirement of 
Mark Gordon who served as Alcon’s Senior Vice President 
and Global Head of Regulatory Affairs. The Board thanks 
Mark for his service and welcomes Dr. Lane to the Alliances’ 
Boards.

Looking forward to next year, the Alliances are celebrating 
their 30th Anniversary, and we’re excited to celebrate 
with you. Building on the Alliances’ past successes, we 
look forward to engaging with you as we look at ways to 
elevate our programs and our advocacy impact. We know 
how valuable the Alliances are to all our members and we 
appreciate your continued support.

We also know there are more opportunities to hear from 
you and for the Alliances to provide even more value. With 
that in mind, the Alliances look forward to your input as we 
prepare to develop and launch a new five-year strategic 
plan next year while providing more opportunities through 
our membership councils, communications, and programs 
like our Congressional Briefings and EVS Day.

As President of the Alliances, I have continued to identify 
ways to maximize opportunities for active member 
participation. Since being engaged first-hand is the best 
way to see the value of the Alliances’ efforts, I’m confident 
that 2023 will see increased opportunities for member 
input and participation, and together I know we can grow 
our advocacy impact. 

Shortly, the Alliances will be issuing the 2023 renewal 
campaign, and on behalf of the NAEVR and AEVR 
Boards, I urge you to continue to support NAEVR and 
AEVR during this next year as we look to enhance our 
educational and advocacy efforts to increase funding 
for vision research. If you’re not currently a member and 
would find value in receiving more updates and being 
part of the Alliances’ membership councils, I’d welcome 
you to reach out to Executive Director, Dan Ignaszewski 
at Dan@eyeresearch.org to learn more about what 
membership can provide.

On behalf of the Boards, the Alliances look forward to 
partnering with all of you in 2023, and as always, if you 
have any comments, please feel free to email me.
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Alliances plans for 2023:

 h  Alliances 30th Anniversary

 h  New strategic plan initiative

 h  Continued advocacy efforts and 
Congressional Briefings

 h  Enhanced communications and 
grassroots engagement
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NAEVR LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

• House bill does not include new research relief funding for NIH grantees but extends funding availability for projects 
impacted by COVID

• Draft Senate bill includes ARPA-H within NIH, the House marked bill moves ARPA-H to HHS

• The President’s FY2023 Budget was based on FY2021 actuals as FY2022 actuals were not available at the time of publishing

FY2019
Final

FY2020
Final

FY2021
Final*

FY2022
Final

FY2023
President’s

Budget

FY2023
House

FY2023
Draft 

Senate

NIH
$39.08 B

+5.4%
$41.68 B

+6.7%
$42.93 B

+3%
$44.96 B
+4.72%

$45.3 B
+.8%

$47.5 B
+5.5%

$48 B
+5.5%

NEI
$796.5 M

+3.1%
$824.09 M 

+3.5%
$835.71 M 

+1.4%
$863.9 M 

+3.4%
$853.4 M 

-1.2%
$891.2 M 

+3.2%
$890.7 M 

+3.1%

This fall, Congress was unable to finalize Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2023 spending bills before the start of the FY2023 
fiscal year that began October 1, 2022, and therefore 
introduced and passed an FY2023 Continuing 
Resolution (CR) in September.

On September 30, President Biden signed the CR, 
extending government funding at FY2022 levels 
through December 16, 2022. While the bill primarily 
maintained level funding for federal agencies, it 
also reauthorized user fees for the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), provided additional funding for 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
in response to the hurricane, and provided additional 
support for the government of Ukraine in its war against 
Russia.

The CR continues to fund the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) at the FY2022 level of $44.96 billion and 
the National Eye Institute (NEI) at $863.9 million.

Earlier this year, NAEVR (with our partners) had 
requested an ambitious $49+ billion for NIH and $950 
million for NEI. The House Appropriations Committee 
passed its bills earlier this summer, including $47.5 
billion for NIH and $891.2 million for NEI as indicated in 
the table above. While the Senate did not pass their bill, 
they published a draft report which would include $48 
billion for NIH and $890.7 million for NEI.

One notable distinction between the House bill and 
Senate draft is that the Advanced Research Projects 
Agency for Health (ARPA-H) program is funded under 
the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
but is included within the NIH budget in the Senate 
draft. The House included $2.75 billion for ARPA-H 
separate from NIH while the Senate draft includes $1 
billion within the NIH budget.

NAEVR also hosted and partnered on multiple advocacy 
events to promote research funding, including our own 
Emerging Vision Scientist (EVS) Program, a summary 
of which is included later in this Report.

NAEVR served as a sponsor for the Rally for Medical 
Research Advocacy Day held on September 13 
and 14 and met with members of other advocacy 
organizations to urge Congress to finalize the FY2023 
NIH/NEI appropriations at least at the House-passed 
level, while advocating for passage of a full-year budget 
and avoiding delays with additional CRs. NAEVR also 
participated in the Coalition for Health Funding (CHF) 
Hill Day on September 20 to advocate for NIH and NEI 
funding. NAEVR and CHF advocates highlighted the 
importance of passing the full FY2023 budget with NIH 
increases at the expiration of the CR in December.
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On September 12, President Biden announced his intent 
to appoint Dr. Renee Wegrzyn as the first Director of 
ARPA-H. Dr. Wegrzyn is currently the Vice President of 
Business Development at Ginkgo Bioworks and Head 
of Innovation at Concentric by Ginko.

Dr. Wegrzyn has also served as a program manager 
for the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA) which is what ARPA-H is modeled after (high-
risk, high-reward research). Dr. Wegrzyn brings a wealth 
of experience and is expected to replace Dr. Adam H. 
Russell who has served as the Acting Deputy Director 
since May 2022.

Earlier this year, the Biden Administration placed 
ARPA-H within NIH but had the Director reporting 
directly to the Secretary of Health and Human Services. 
With the House and Senate divided on final budget 
authority, changes could be made to the current 
structure. Pending final Congressional action in the 
House and Senate appropriations process expected at 
the expiration of the CR, the determination for which 
agency maintains the budget authority for ARPA-H will 
be made. Reporting authority for both chambers keeps 
ARPA-H reporting to the Secretary of HHS.

ARPA-H continues to present a significant opportunity 
for vision researchers as the agency gets up and 
running. With vision researchers at the forefront 
of groundbreaking research, ARPA-H will have an 
opportunity to work with NEI and other institutes 
to identify research projects that may lead to early 
wins and significant advancements. As such, NAEVR 
is supportive of ARPA-H remaining supplemental to 
NIH and NEI base funding. NAEVR will be advocating 

for ARPA-H to work with partners at NEI and the 
DOD Vision Research Program (VRP) to help identify 
research opportunities for vision researchers to play a 
role in supporting new initiatives.

ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECT AGENCY FOR 
HEALTH (ARPA-H)
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On September 21, AEVR’s Research Saving Sight, Restoring Vision Initiative hosted its eighth annual Emerging 
Vision Scientists (EVS) Day, which was supported by a grant from Research to Prevent Blindness (RPB). The event, 
held during Healthy Vision Month and International Age-related Macular Degeneration (AMD) Awareness Week 
2022, occurred as Congress was working to finalize FY2023 appropriations before the start of the fiscal year on 
October 1. This was the first time the EVS event has been held in person since 2019, due to the pandemic.

Twenty-one early-stage investigators from around the country (reflecting the breadth of basic and clinical vision 
research and who have not yet received their first investigator-initiated (R01) grant from the NEI) attended 
AEVR’s annual AMD Awareness Week Congressional Briefing and displayed posters of their research in an evening 
Congressional Reception.

EVS AEVR

EVS participants in alpha order: Anil Chekuri, PhD (Schepens Eye Research Institute/Mass Eye & Ear), Parisa Emami, MD, 
MPH (University of California Davis), Miguel Flores-Bellver, PhD (University of Colorado), Dan Gong, MD (Mass Eye & Ear/

Harvard Medical School), Jami Gurley, PhD (Dean McGee Eye Institute/U. of Oklahoma), Safal Khanal, OD, PhD (UAB School 
of Optometry), Yanhui Ma, PhD, (Ohio State University), Thomas Mendel, MD, PhD (Ohio State University), Joel Miesfeld, PhD 

(Medical College of Wisconsin), Michael O’Hare, PhD (Harvard Medical School/Mass Eye & Ear), Carlos Parra, PhD (NYU Grossman 
School of Medicine), Cui Qi, MD, PhD (University of Pennsylvania), Rinki Ratnapriya, PhD (Baylor College of Medicine), Angelica 

Scanzera, OD, MPH (University of Illinois at Chicago), Tasneem Sharma, PhD (Indiana University School of Medicine), Kelsy Steele, 
OD (Ohio State University College of Optometry), Michael Telias, PhD (Flaum Eye Institute /U. of Rochester), Christopher Toomey, 

MD, PhD (Shiley Eye Institute/U. California San Diego), Irena Tsui, MD (U. California Los Angeles), Maria Walker, OD, PhD (U. of 
Houston College of Optometry), Hu Zhihong (Jewel), PhD (Doheny Eye Institute/UCLA)

After preparing the EVS participants on effective 
communication techniques and considerations for 
sharing their research, the twenty-one emerging 
scientists presented their research into patient 
populations, therapies, and technologies that are in 
development by a team in which they participate 
at their academic institution led by an NEI-funded 
Principal Investigator. The posters not only described 
the research but also presented public health data 
about the incidence/impact of various eye diseases 
and their cost, to fully explain the potential benefit of 
their research and of investment in vision research.

AEVR Executive Director Dan Ignaszewski, hosted a 
brief program that included comments from Shefa 
Gordon, PhD, NEI’s Associate Director for Science 
Policy and Legislation, who described the Institute’s 
commitment to the next generation of vision scientists.  
RPB President Brian Hofland, PhD, also spoke.

These activities were built around supporting EVS 
participants in their careers to further elevate their 
communication skills by preparing them as experts 
on their research and how to effectively share their 
research and the value of their research with a diverse, 
and non-researcher audience.

AEVR EVS POSTER RECEPTION
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EVS NAEVR
NAEVR EMERGING VISION SCIENTIST (EVS) ADVOCACY DAY
Following the September 21 AEVR event, on September 
22, the twenty-one EVS participants conducted 45 
Congressional office visits, both in person and virtual, 
including several with Members of Congress who 
wanted to hear directly about the concerns of early-
stage investigators. Mr. Ignaszewski and NAEVR 
Director of Government Relations David Epstein, each 
joined several visits throughout the day.     

In their meetings, the EVS advocates thanked Congress 
for NIH/NEI funding increases in the FY2016-2022 
timeframe. In requesting that Congress finalize FY2023 
appropriations in a timely fashion––with continued 
increases for NIH/NEI–– they also cautioned about the 
detrimental impact that Continuing Resolutions (CRs) 
can have on research, including delaying awards or 
requiring researchers to seek “bridge” funding while 
awaiting funding, something all the participants had 
some experience with.

The advocates reiterated NAEVR’s 
request for FY2023 NEI funding of 
$950 million, to rebuild the NEI’s base 
funding level after years of increases 
that have failed to keep pace with 
inflation.  They also expressed that 
while the House-passed funding 
level of $891.2 million is still short of 
what is needed, that is preferable 
to the draft Senate bill which would 
fund the NEI slightly lower at a level 
of $890.7 million.

Several of the EVS participants 
shared a one-page graphic of their 
research emphasizing the potential 
benefit and return on the federal 
investment. 

Per NAEVR’s training at a preparatory breakfast, the 
participants offered to serve as a reference on vision 
issues for their delegation offices and invited Members 
and staff to visit their department or School/College.    

The advocacy didn’t end in Washington for two of 
the EVSs. On her flight home, Angelica Scanzera, 

OD (University of Illinois) was seated next to her 
Congressman, Jesus “Chuy” Garcia (D-IL), whose staff 
Dr. Scanzera had met with earlier in the day and was 
interested in hearing about her research.  And on her 
Amtrak back home, Cui Qi, MD, PhD, was seated next to 
Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CT), who, though not 
from her home state, was still very interested in hearing 
the message about the importance of robust federal 
funding for eye and vision research.

“Thank you for your efforts in making this a 
success was truly outstanding and was evident 
in the seamless transition between meetings 
to the extensive details that were provided for 
each task. Mainly the wealth of information that 
I have acquired during these few days will be 
beneficial even in any future advocacy events 
that I participate in at the University or broader 
scientific community.” 
~Tasneem Sharma, PhD (Indiana University School of Medicine)

“I really enjoyed sharing my research with colleagues 
and guests, and further developing my advocacy 
skills.” ~Carlos Parra, PhD (New York University)
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On September 21, AEVR partnered with the American 
Macular Degeneration Foundation (AMDF) to recognize 
September as Healthy Aging Month and the week of 
September 19th as International Age-related Macular 
Degeneration (AMD) Awareness Week 2022. AEVR 
hosted its fourth Research Saving Sight, Restoring Vision 
Congressional Briefing of 2022, entitled: Advances in the 
Treatment of Age-Related Macular Degeneration and 
Retinal Diseases.

The Briefing marked the first in-person event for AEVR 
since February 2020 and featured speakers James T. 
Handa, MD of the Wilmer Eye Institute/Johns Hopkins 
University, and Laura Carabello, an entrepreneur living 
with AMD who serves as a representative for AMDF.

AMD remains a common condition and is a leading 
cause of vision loss for older adults. The briefing worked 
to educate congressional staff about AMD and how it 
represents a significant and growing issue in the United 
States and throughout the world. Dr. Handa noted that 
in 2020,  196 million people have AMD with that number 
expected to grow to 288 million people by 2040. In 
the United States, 15 million Americans are living with 
AMD with that figure expected to double to 30 million 
by 2050. Additionally, 200,000 cases of wet AMD are 
diagnosed every year in the United States. Dr. Handa 
also shared that as much as 39% of patients with AMD 
suffer from clinical depression and that the cost of AMD 
has reached an estimated $4.6 billion per year in direct 
healthcare costs in the United States.

While there is currently no effective treatment for 
early or late-stage dry AMD, Dr. Handa highlighted the 
evolution in treatment for wet AMD over the past two 
decades. Prior to 2002, laser therapy was the primary 
method to treat wet AMD, but the development of anti-
VEGF (Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor) injection 
therapy has been shown to be more effective without 
the damage that laser therapy causes to ocular tissues. 
Researchers continue to look for new treatment options 
with nearly 2,000 clinical trials currently running for dry 
AMD, but thus far, all clinical trials for dry AMD have 
failed.

Thanks to existing research, we know a lot about AMD 
but Dr. Handa emphasized there is still more that needs 
to be learned. He shared the lifestyle and environmental 
factors that contribute to or can help prevent AMD 
and noted that there are genetic components to the 
disease and that the role of epigenetics could influence 
progression. Key questions that still need to be 
answered include identifying the relative contribution of 
pathologic pathways, how different pathways interact 
with one another, and identifying when these pathways 
contribute to disease.

Finally, Dr. Handa shared the importance of NEI funding 
and research implications for AMD. The possibility of 
expanding grant mechanisms with additional funding 

could help support more collaborative research with 
multiple investigators and larger-scale projects. He 
highlighted the importance of accessing human tissues 
to better study AMD like other repositories for diseases 
like Alzheimer’s and those found in Europe.

After Dr. Handa spoke, AMDF patient advocate Laura 
Carabello spoke about her experience living with AMD 
and the importance of early detection and intervention. 
Laura shared that she noticed small distortions in her 
central vision while on vacation at the beach she noticed 
a curving of vertical deck posts. When she realized 
they were not actually curved, she immediately set 
an appointment with her eye care team including her 
optometrist and ophthalmologist.

By catching the symptoms early and starting treatment 
of regular anti-VEGF eye injections, Laura shared that 
her treatment has helped to prevent further vision loss 
and has allowed her to continue to live independently 
and drive. With the cost of her treatments exceeding 
$15,000 per year, Laura shared that if she stops getting 
the injections, her AMD will result in further vision 
loss and significantly impact her quality of life and 
independence. Laura further highlighted the continued 
need for advancement in research to treat wet and dry 
AMD and brought up the promise of gene therapies and 
other treatments that could result in patients needing 
fewer injections.

With the significant prevalence and impact of AMD 
and the doubling expected over the next thirty years 
with an aging population, Dr. Handa and Ms. Carabello 
highlighted the importance of research and the need for 
NEI funding.

In addition to the presentation from its speakers, AEVR 
expressed its appreciation to the NEI for providing a 
virtual reality experience to attendees interested in 
understanding what a patient experiences when they 
have AMD. Through their NEI VR app “See What I See,” 
attendees were able to experience AMD in different 
settings. The app can also be downloaded from the 
Apple App Store and Google Play Store for an at-home 
experience.

AEVR was pleased to be able to host this Congressional 
Briefing and thanks AMDF for partnering in raising 
awareness about AMD. AEVR also thanks its supporters 
who helped make this event possible, including:

• Research to Prevent Blindness

• American Macular Degeneration Foundation (AMDF) 
(partner and lunch sponsor)

• Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology 
(ARVO)

• Apellis

• Genentech (event support)

• Novartis (event support)

AMD BRIEFING: AEVR AGE-RELATED MACULAR 
DEGENERATION (AMD) BRIEFING

https://www.rpbusa.org/rpb/
https://www.macular.org/
https://www.arvo.org/
https://www.arvo.org/
https://apellis.com/
https://www.gene.com/
https://www.novartis.com/us-en/
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DEFENSE-RELATED VISION FUNDING 

The Schepens Eye Research Institute is planning its 8th 
Military Vision Symposium (MVS), to be held March 2-3, 
2023, at the Starr Center in Boston, Massachusetts.  The 
event is being held in-person for the first time since the 
2017 6th MVS, as the 2021 7th MVS was held virtually due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.  NAEVR Executive Director 
Dan Ignaszewski and Director of Government Relations 
David Epstein are serving on the Program Committee, 

which is developing the agenda and speakers list for 
the meeting and will announce details and registration 
information this winter. Stories about previous MVS are 
available on the NAEVR website.  The symposium brings 
together military leaders, clinicians, and scientists with 
the goal of propelling innovative research that will lead 
to improved treatment and prevention strategies for 
combat-related eye injuries.

Since it was created by Congress in FY2009 Defense appropriations by NAEVR advocacy and through FY2022, 
the Vision Research Program (VRP) within the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs (CDMRP) has 
been funded by Congress at $164.95 million and through FY2021 has made 154 awards for a total of $151 million.

SCHEPENS EYE RESEARCH INSTITUTE TO HOLD 8TH 
MILITARY VISION SYMPOSIUM

On June 22 the House Appropriations Committee 
approved its Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Defense spending 
bill which includes $20 million in VRP funding, the fifth 
year that the program has been funded at that level.  
Almost none of the Congressionally Directed Medical 
Research Programs (CDMRP) received an increase in 
the bill.

Although the Senate Appropriations Committee has 
yet to act on its Defense Appropriations bill the Senate 

has traditionally included vision in a pool of funds within 
Defense Health Programs, and then in conference 
accepted the House bill’s funding recommendation.

As noted earlier in the Report, Congress was unable 
to finalize work on any of the FY2023 spending bills, 
including the DOD appropriations bill, before the start 
of the FY2023 fiscal year, so the government is currently 
operating under an Continuing Resolution (CR) which 
runs through December 16.

FY23: HOUSE FUNDS VRP AT $20 MILLION

On May 20, the CDMRP released the FY2022 Program 
Announcements for the VRP. For FY2022, the VRP 
will employ four award mechanisms: the Focused 
Translational Team Science Award (FTTSA), the 
Investigator-Initiated Research Award (IIRA, with two 
funding levels), the Clinical Trial Award (CTA) and the 

Translational Research Award (TRA). Pre-Applications 
were due July 15. For those researchers who were invited 
to submit a full proposal, the deadline for submission 
was November 9. Peer Review will take place in January 
2023, and Programmatic Review, including final funding 
decisions, will be done in March 2023.

FY2022: VRP RELEASES FY2022 PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS
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