
As in past Reports, this edition 
summarizes the work of the Alliances 
in service to the vision research 
community. Through late October, 
NAEVR’s advocacy continues to 
seek increased Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) and 
National Eye Institute (NEI) funding, 
while AEVR’s education highlights the 
impact of federally funded research for 
eye disease, as well as its importance to 
Emerging Vision Scientists (EVSs) and 
the next generation of vision scientists.  

Since you can read about these 
activities in the Report, I’d like to 
highlight the contributions of two 
individuals who will soon be retiring 
from their leadership roles. The first, 

Francis Collins, MD, PhD, is stepping down at year’s end after serving as NIH 
Director for twelve years and returning to research (see box below). He was 
responsible for appointing Michael Chiang, MD as NEI Director in 2020, as 
well as championing vision research by stating in multiple venues through 
the years that, “Vision research is a couple of steps in front of things that are 
happening in biomedical research. It has played a disproportionately large 
share in scientific breakthroughs.” On behalf of the Boards, the Alliances 
thank him for his exemplary service and wish him the best as he returns to 
research. 

The second individual is NAEVR/AEVR Executive Director James 
Jorkasky, who is retiring in January 2022 after 19 years of service to the 
vision community. Since this is the last Report before Jim’s retirement—
although he will continue as an Executive Consultant to the new Executive 
Director (which the Boards’ Search Committee is expected to name in late 
December)—the Boards wanted to document his accomplishments. 

THE voice of vision research on Capitol Hill, Jim and then-Alliances President 
Stephen Ryan, MD successfully led efforts to preserve the NEI as a separate 
entity—not clustered with other Institutes and Centers (I/Cs) into a “Brain 
Institute”—in the 2004-06 timeframe. In so doing, NEI maintained its 
budget authority and identity, helping preserve “front-of-the-eye” research. 
Another example of Jim’s advocacy led to vision being eligible to compete 
for a pool of funding from the FY2006 Department of Defense’s (DOD) 

Peer-Reviewed Medical Research Program. Within three funding cycles, 
NAEVR’s advocacy resulted in Peer-Reviewed Vision Research being given 
its own line item within Defense Health Programs in the FY2009 Defense 
appropriations bill. To advocate annually for the Vision Research Program 
(VRP), currently funded at $20 million, Jim developed the first-ever Cost of 
Military Eye Injury study, initially released in 2012 and updated in 2018, with 
the latter published in Military Medicine in 2019.      

AEVR’s education and studies complemented NAEVR’s advocacy 
efforts. Through 2021 (see box bottom), AEVR will have held nearly 80 
Congressional Briefings that emphasize the value of federally funded vision 
research under the Decade of Vision 2010-2020 Initiative and currently 
under the Research Saving Sight, Restoring Vision Initiative. In 2014 and 
with a grant from Research to Prevent Blindness (RPB), AEVR partnered 
with Research!America to survey Americans across racial/ethnic lines to 
determine their attitudes on vision and vision loss. That study, published 
in 2016 by JAMA Ophthalmology, continues to be one of the journal’s most- 
cited references. In 2021, JAMA Ophthalmology also published an article 
based on Jim’s video conversation with 22 participants in September 2020’s 
Sixth Annual EVS Day about the impact of COVID-19 clinical and laboratory 
shutdowns on the next generation of scientists. AEVR has also developed 
an article based on Jim’s video conversation with the 28 participants from 
September 2021’s Seventh Annual EVS Day, focusing on innovations that 
early-stage investigators have implemented for their patient-centric clinical 
trials and bench research to maintain their career pathway.               
             
As we move forward as a community, we thank Dr. Collins for his leadership 
of the NIH and Jim for his tireless efforts on behalf of the researchers and 
the patients who benefit from that research.  To continue to honor Jim’s 
contributions, the Boards ask you to continue to strengthen your support for 
Alliances activities as we approach the 2022 membership renewal. Focusing 
Congressional attention on the need to adequately fund vision research is 
a constant effort, and we want to ensure that the Alliances’ new Executive 
Director—and thus our vision research community—has the resources to 
enhance our efforts to increase vision research funding.       

NAEVR joined with its colleagues from the Ad 
Hoc Group for Medical Research, to which it 
belongs, in recognizing Dr. Francis Collins upon 
his announcement about stepping down at 
year’s end. Having been NIH’s longest-serving 
appointed Director—since 2009—he plans to 
return to his lab at the National Human Genome 
Research Institute (NHGRI). He appointed 
Michael Chiang, MD as NEI Director in 2020.  

AEVR’s November 2021 Congressional Briefings  

November 10  
Speaking with Keratoconus Patients about Research and Treatments
Recognizing World Keratoconus Day 2021 (November 10)
Premiering 12 Noon -1:15 pm Eastern

November 17
Better Understanding Thyroid Eye Disease: Physician, Patient, and 
Caregiver Perspectives, with a Discussion on Women’s Vision Health  
Recognizing Thyroid Eye Disease Awareness Week (November 14-20) 
Streaming 12 Noon – 1:15 pm Eastern

Full details are available on the Web site.
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Jim with Boards President 
Peter McDonnell, MD at AEVR’s 
Fourth Annual EVS Day on 
Capitol Hill (2018)     
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MD at a strategy meeting in Los 
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