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NAEVR SCORECARD LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

At this time last year, the Alliances were still thanking Congress for the minibus 
appropriations report that finalized prior to the end of FY2018 the FY2019 
Department of Defense (DOD) and Labor, Health and Human Services, and 
Education (LHHS) spending bills—the latter with a $2 billion NIH increase. 

Fast forward to now, with the government operating under a CR, and here’s 
where we stand: 

• The House has passed ten of its twelve FY2020 spending bills, with the LHHS 
bill including a $2 billion NIH increase and a $39 million NEI increase. The 
bill fully funds the $492 million in 21st Century Cures Act special initiatives 
(BRAIN, Cancer Moonshot, Precision Medicine, and Regenerative Medicine) 
and maintains the Extramural Salary Cap at Executive Level II ($192,300 in 
FY2019).   

• The Senate has not passed any of its spending bills, but introduced in mid-
September an LHHS bill—which was not subject to Committee process—
that includes a $3 billion NIH increase and $44 million NEI increase. As in 
the House, it fully funds 21st Century Cures initiatives and maintains the 
Extramural Salary Cap at EL II. 

• Both the House and Senate LHHS bills contained language that emphasized 
the importance of inflation-plus-growth funding increases for the NIH 
Institutes and Centers (I/Cs), in addition to the various Congressionally-
mandated special initiatives.  

• Even prior to impeachment discussion, the ability of Congress to finalize 
appropriations was stymied by disagreement over top-line funding levels and 
policy riders. In addition to being a procedural distraction to appropriations, 
the impeachment inquiry also does not facilitate an atmosphere for 
agreement between the parties on spending and policy issues.  

A series of CRs, or a full-year CR, all result in one thing—disruption of the research 
enterprise, as grant awards are delayed and researchers scramble to obtain 
private “bridge” funding to maintain their labs. Also, a full-year CR is essentially a 
cut, as agency funding levels would not increase but biomedical inflation would 
continue to eat away at purchasing power at the rate of 2.7 percent annually. 

Since this is not the first time that appropriations have been “held hostage” by 
larger forces, NAEVR will continue to advocate along with its colleagues in medical 
research for Congress to take action on one of its primary responsibilities—the 
annual appropriations process.      

At its October 4 National Advisory 
Eye Council (NAEC) meeting the 
NEI acknowledged that, although 
it could not yet officially report 
on final FY2019 spending, its final 
operating level remained at $793.8 
million. Although its Congressionally 
enacted FY2019 funding level was 
$796.5 million (a $24.2 million or 
3.1 percent increase over FY2018), 
it was reduced by $2.7 million to an 
operating level of $793.8 million due 
to an early March 2019 Secretary 
Transfer applied to all Department of 
Health and Human Services (DHHS) 
agencies by Secretary Azar to fund 
the Refugee Resettlement Program. 
No further transfers were made in 
FY2019. 

The $793.8 million NEI operating 
level reflects spending as follows: 
$675.4 million (85%) for Extramural 
Research, $88.8 million (11%) for 
Intramural Research, and $29.6 
million (4%) for Administration. 
Although FY2019 Success Rates are 
not finalized, the FY2018 NIH Success 
Rate was 20% and the NEI was 27%. 

Whither FY2020 Appropriations?
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^ NEI Operational Net reflects $6.9 M transferred back to NIH Central of SOCA funding and Secretary transfer.
** NEI Operational Net reflects $7.4 M transferred back to NIH Central of SOCA funding. 
^^ NEI Operational Net reflects $7.9 M transferred back to NIH Central of SOCA funding. 

NAEVR hosted its Contact Congress 
Booth at the recent American Academy 
of Optometry Annual Meeting in 
Orlando, Florida. Among those urging 
their Congressional delegations to 
finalize appropriations was Dean 
VanNasdale, Jr., OD, PhD (Ohio State 

University College of Optometry), who 
participated in AEVR’s Third Annual 
Emerging Vision Scientists Day in 
2017. The Fifth Annual EVS Day held in 
September 2019 is featured inside this 
Report.  

NEED TO KNOW:
As the October 1 date for the start of FY2020 
approached, Congress had yet to finalize 
any  appropriations bills due to disagree-
ment over top-line funding levels and pol-
icy riders. On September 27, the President 
signed into law the Continuing Resolution 
(CR) that funds the government in FY2020 
until  November 21. The CR funds at the 
FY2019 level, which limits an agency from 
beginning new programs or spending more 
in any one month in FY2020 than it did in 
FY2019. Although Congress is already dis-
cussing a potential second CR that would 
fund the government into March 2020 so as 
not to conflict with impeachment activities, 
options include a full-year CR—or even a 
government shutdown.


