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Andrew:                       

When you talk about genomics, is there some test we should do to see if my children are at risk for CLL? And should we 

do that routinely, like you might do in some other more hereditary conditions, when we really don't know, is there a real 

hereditary connection in CLL? 

 

Dr. Taylor:                    

Yeah. We talk about the genetic tests, or the genomic mutations, and that always invokes something hereditary in the 

genes. But when we actually do these tests here at Sloan-Kettering and other places, we will take the CLL cells, take the 

DNA from those, and we also get a sample of normal tissue. So, often it’s a swab of the side of the cheek, a swish of 

saliva, sometimes fingernail DNA, something that we can get that we don’t think has any CLL in it. 

 

And then we sequence them both, and we’re comparing the CLL cells to the normal cells to try to detect the mutations 

that occurred in the CLL that make them different than the normal cells. So, all of these mutations that we’re talking 

about are something that happened in the CLL cells sometime during your life. And we’re finding out now that these 

could have been there, these mutations could have been there for years before they finally manifest this CLL. But they’re 

not something you were born with. 

 

They’re not in the cells of your body or the cells that are passed down to your children. There are very rare cases of 

heredity CLL, but my understanding is they’re exceedingly rare. I haven’t come across them, but they’re reported in the 

literature. So, if there’s a very, very strong family history of cancer between generations, a bunch of siblings have a 

cancer, then that might be a time to consider hereditary genetic testing. Otherwise, CLL is typically thought to arise in 

these cells along your lifespan. You’re not born with them. They’re mutations that are occurring as you age. 
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