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Andrew Schorr: 
This is a cancer diagnosis. We have to be very realistic that some people have passed on and I’ve known people along the 
way that it was from their CLL. Okay? But largely, we’ve been doing better. That’s a great thing. So, let’s go on and talk 
about how we understand what are the goals of treatment.  
 
So, Dr. Menashe, so, there you are—you have somebody who is no longer doing so well and maybe they have the swollen 
lymph nodes. They come in and say, “You know, I have night sweats, and the sheets are all wet, and I don’t have energy.” So, 
you have a variety of treatments now. So, do you have a discussion with them about the goals of treatment?  
 
Dr. Menashe:  
Yes. Certainly, goals are important to establish for a person with this. In the beginning, if there’s no imminent threat, the 
goal would be to continue as high quality of life as possible, which usually would be not doing treatment. Once an imminent 
threat is established, either from constitutional symptoms, just feeling very weak or having fevers, weight loss, not being 
able to maintain high quality of life, blood count issues, then that would be an indication that treatment might be of near-
term benefit.  
 
Andrew Schorr:  
Okay. And then now, we have a mix of infused therapies and oral therapies, sometimes combined. So, some of it might be a 
discussion of, “Do you want to come to the clinic regularly for an infusion? Or do you want to take pills at home?”  
 
Dr. Menashe:  
Definitely.  
 
Andrew Schorr:  
That’s part of the discussion as well.  
 
Dr. Menashe:  
Yes. 
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