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Andrew Schorr: 
What would you recommend to patients so that at that community oncology practice the patient and the family can 
kind of discover what may be available for them as Merck and other companies try to get these trials distributed? 

Ken Getz:                     
Right, well you—talk about the whole enchilada, Andrew. You’re really touching on it. It’s also very exciting times for 
patients, not just cancer patients, but patients that are dealing with any chronic and severe illness today. And it’s 
really all about more of a partnership with the clinical care environment and clinical research. And, of course, at the 
heart of it is the patients and their family being as informed as possible, sharing their electronic health and medical 
information so that they can be connected to trials that might be appropriate for them. 

But it’s moving—as Andy said, away from the classic places where trials used to be conducted. And in many cases, 
they were at these dedicated centers that only conducted clinical trials. It’s a very competitive environment now for 
patients. So, many sponsor companies like Merck and others are looking at clinical care settings and moving into 
communities or, in some cases, large health systems where you can have clinical research professionals who will 
supplement and provide support to the healthcare providers, so they’re not stretched too thin. 

But so that they have the clinical research capability onsite at the point of care. For patients it’s a great opportunity 
because now they have the opportunity to get their own healthcare or treating physician and treating nurse involved 
in a clinical trial as part of their overall care. And we expect to see more of that over time. We expect to see other 
virtual trials or opportunities for patients to participate in the comfort of their own home tied in with their clinical 
care setting. 

And all of this is relatively new to the whole world of clinical trials and the investigation of experimental medications. 

 

 



Andrew Schorr:           
You touched on something I just want to follow up on. I’ve heard of this term site-less trials where you said you 
participate in your home. So, T.J. had to go from Ft. Lauderdale to Tampa. I had to go from Seattle to Houston. There 
are not—this is a big deal, especially if you have little kids as I did, he has. So—and away from work and whatever your 
situation is. So, is technology going to come in play so Andy can get the data he needs for the FDA, but that we can 
have technology help accrue that data in a more efficient way. 

Ken Getz:                     
And I’ll say absolutely. And my colleagues here today I’m sure can comment on this as well. But absolutely. We are 
seeing wearable technologies and mobile applications that now have the ability measure vital signs and other 
important baseline information in a validated manner. There are ways that you can access a specific facility for a 
highly specialized test, specialized imaging for example where the technician can evaluate it remotely. Blood can be 
drawn at remote locations as well. 

So, there are lots of places where we have sort of this more flexible environment that can cater more to the patients 
and less about a specific physical facility where you have to go to participate in a trial. 
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