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Jeff Folloder: 
You mentioned drugs that have been in existence for a while being used in ways that aren’t necessarily FDA-sanctioned. 
Well, given that there are now Generation 2 drugs, and eventually, Generation 3 drugs, why would somebody use a 
Generation 1 drug? 

 
Dr. Beer:                      
Well, first of all, there’s no question that we’re using those first-generation drugs less frequently for the very reason that 
your question implies. But, the first-generation drugs are less expensive, and they’re not as tightly scrutinized by payers if 
they’re used in this off-label setting. So, sometimes, when we want to prescribe one of these medications where it hasn’t 
been studied, if it’s cheap, nobody cares. If it’s really expensive… 
 
Jeff Folloder:						          
Everyone cares. 
 

Dr. Beer:                      
…everyone cares. 
And, lastly, we know that these first-generation drugs can be used, and the second-generation drugs still work afterwards. 
That’s how they were studied. So there might be an individual patient circumstance where you really are getting a good 
benefit out of the first-generation drug, and you’re comforted by the knowledge that you’ve got a Plan B still in your back 
pocket. So, there are those situations, but there’s no question that in many situations, we have replaced the first-
generation drugs with the more potent second-generation drug. 
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