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Andrew Schorr: 
What is SLL, and what is its relationship to CLL? 
 
Dr. Lamanna:  
Yeah, absolutely. So I think the terminology gets very confusing for patients. But it really is—SLL stands for small 
lymphocytic lymphoma, okay? CLL is chronic lymphocytic leukemia. They’re a disorder of the same B cell. So they’re under 
the microscope, exactly the same, okay? But what they mean if your doctor says, oh, well you have SLL, what they’re really 
referring to is that you solely have lymph node involvement.  
 
So we know that CLL—we were just talking about the bone marrow before. But CLL also involves the lymph nodes. Think of 
the lymph nodes as part of your—they’re part of your hermatapoietic, or your blood system, and they actually help fight 
infection. We all have lymph nodes. But the lymphocytes can aggregate in those lymph nodes and become plump over time.  
 
And so for patients who have CLL, you can have both bone marrow involvement, lymph node involvement, even organ, so 
spleen and liver. Think of the spleen as a big lymph node. But SLL patients are truly patients who have just lymph node 
involvement. Their bone marrow doesn’t have the lymphocytes infiltrating their bone marrow. So they tend to be the 
same—we treat you guys the same, okay? You just don’t have bone marrow involvement. And sometimes the doctors 
loosely throw the terms around, because you might actually have some bone marrow involvement. But because your 
disease is mostly lymph node, or you have bulky lymph nodes, they might just say, well, you’re SLL-like. It’s the same thing. 
Don’t get confused. 
	
Andrew	Schorr:	 	
Okay.	So	when	we’re	talking	about	the	genetic	variations,	that’s	significant.	SLL	versus	CLL,	not	so	much.		
	
Dr. Lamanna:  
Correct. 
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That’s how you’ll get care that’s most appropriate for you.  
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