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Andrew Schorr: 
Dr. Hussain, a few years ago, time passes, there was a vaccine developed for prostate cancer. When we think of flu 
shots and other vaccines our kids get, things like that, this is different, and where does it come in? 

Dr. Hussain:                 
Well, the vaccine is an agent called sipuleucel-T, or Provenge, and this was actually the first vaccine approved in 
prostate cancer, There aren't many vaccines, by the way, historically, for treatments of cancers in general, and where 
this comes in, essentially, the intent was to, in fact, personalize the care of the patient by arming the body with this 
particular vaccine to fight the cancer itself.  

 It’s an approach available commercially at this moment, and certainly, patients should consult with their physicians 
regarding the appropriateness of it, and partly because some aspects of this particular vaccine as such where you the 
acuteness of the situation may determine which agents you want to pick up, whether it's going to be a vaccine versus 
a chemo, versus a hormonal agent, so this is where I would say personalizing the care to that individual becomes very 
critical.  

Certainly, if it's appropriate, that's available, FDA-approved, and patients could explore it. There's a lot of work 
looking at, essentially—I don't know if this is premature to address, but the adoptive cell therapy and other things to 
try to arm the body with the tools necessary to fight cancer. 
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