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Andrew Schorr: 
Dr. Sharman, what is high-risk CLL, and are there advances for it? 
 
Dr. Sharman:  
I think a lot of the advances are really even more dramatic amongst patients with high-risk CLL. What is high-risk CLL? 
There's, I wouldn’t say that there's one uniform definition of high-risk CLL for every circumstance, but there are certain 
things we put into that bucket. Patients with 17P deletion or P53 mutations, that is concerns us that our traditional chemo-
immunotherapy approaches aren’t going to be particularly good. They don’t last very long. Short remissions. Patients who 
relapse very early after a prior chemo-immunotherapy regimen, also a potential high-risk group.  
 
I think now as the field is shifting more towards these targeted agents. We are looking at looking at 17P and its impact on 
patients treated with ibrutinib (Imbruvica), and it does look like patients with 17P may not get as good a benefit as the 
patients without 17P. However, they still do better on ibrutinib than anything previously. I think that this is a shifting field 
right now and what was high-risk just a short while ago may be different than what’s high-risk in the near term.  
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