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Andrew Schorr:  
So we’ve talked about cancer. You all know it is a family affair. And even if you live alone, there are people out there who 
care about you.  So sometimes, there are people close to you, could be a spouse, could be a child, your adult daughter, could 
be anybody in your family who is even more terror stricken than you are. 

Quite frankly, that’s what happened in my family when I was diagnosed with leukemia. My wife who tends to be a little 
more anxious, it really set her off.  And so we recognized that we needed to go into counseling together. We’d never done 
that—mental health professional.  It would really help us, and it did.  And we really marched through that together to get to 
a better place. 

So it could be for you, and it could be for somebody you love. We’ll talk to Dr. Carbone in a little bit about his own family.  
And it’s difficult. He became a single parent for a while because his wife left him when he was diagnosed with cancer.  So 
people have different reactions. The care partners here are by your side, if you’re a patient. How did you right yourself? 
Because you couldn’t be strong for Pam, unless you could feel strength yourself. So how did you get there? 

 

Randy Griffith:  
Well, first of all, you name a fear. I had it. So I think I just kind of went through the process. And the way this process 
happened to us, it was kind of like bits and pieces that grew.  First, it’s just a cough. Then it’s just GERD. Then, it’s an allergy. 
And then, it’s probably nothing, but we’re going to check this. 

And then eventually, a diagnosis of cancer. And, of course, I was very afraid for her and uncertain about what was going to 
happen, because this is a whole lot on you. I mean, it hits you, and you know nothing about it. And you have to make a 
decision, because you’re being encouraged we’ve got to get started on this. We got to kick it when it’s down. And you know 
you don’t have time, although, it appears we had more time than I thought we had, to go around and try to find out what do 
you do about this? 

And so you get started on something, and you kind of learn and grow from there.  But I think one thing that’s kind of turned 
us around is when we came to Moffitt, and disclaimer, Dr. Antonia is our doctor. And we got the care here that we received. 
We were fortunate to have a good response to Pam’s treatment on the trial.  And now, we have one day every two weeks 
when we come to see our friends at Moffitt.  And so we really feel nurtured here. 

We feel safe here.  We feel like we’re being well taken care of here.  And that’s helped me as a caregiver. Yes, I think 
probably when we close our eyes at night, we probably both have our fears.  But we keep them under control. We try to 
learn about what’s going on and just keep up with it.  And we also have a great faith in God, and our church and our friends 
have been very supportive of us. So I think, right now, we’re in a pretty good place. 



And that’s kind of where I’m at right now.  
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