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Andrew Schorr: 
Here's a question that came in based on news events that people follow related to CLL, and this is from William.  He 
says, I heard there's a new drug approved for CLL, duvelisib.  Can you tell more about this?  Where does it fit in in the 
CLL landscape?   
 
Dr. Sharman: 
Absolutely.  Duvelisib is another PI3 inhibitor.  It has considerable molecular similarity to idelalisib (Zyelig), which 
was the first in class medication approved amongst the PI3 inhibitors a few years ago.  This molecule has 
considerable both biochemical similarity, structural similarity but also quite a bit of clinical similarity.  So when you 
look at the patient population in which it's approved, similar clinical trial designs led to approval, and so as a result it's 
sort of in the third-line setting that you could use it.   

It is a—the drug class is a sort of the whole PI3 family of which there's a growing number.  There's idelalisib, 
umbralisib is in late-stage clinical trials.  Copanlisib (Aliqopa) is approved in follicular lymphoma but not CLL.  And as 
a family they tend to be utilized less frequently than the BTK inhibitors such as ibrutinib and to some degree less 
frequently than venetoclax (Venclexta), as well, the Bcl-2 family, and that has to do with some of the side effects, that 
there is, a frequency of diarrhea, LFT abnormalities and so forth.  So it follows on the heels of idelalisib, and I would 
say has more similarities than differences.   
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