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Susan Mantel:  
I'm sitting here with Chris Draft, former NFL linebacker.  Chris, I appreciate your being here to talk about your experience, 
both what got you involved in lung cancer and how you've seen things change over the time.  So let's talk about how you 
got involved in this.  Your wife, Keasha, was diagnosed in 2010.   
 
Chris Draft: 
My wife, Keasha, was diagnosed December of 2010, and you ask, how did you get involved, and I think in most cases that's 
how you get involved, somebody who is close to you is diagnosed with lung cancer.   
 
Susan Mantel: 
You lost Keasha in 2011, and you stayed involved, and you wanted to get the word out.  What made you stay involved?   
 
Chris Draft: 
Anyone can get lung cancer.  I found out that with my wife.  I found that out by seeing it, by being around her all the time, 
this amazing woman, just 37 years old, it's—trying to get me to do P90X with her, trying to get me a run a 10K that's six 
miles, and I'm like a football player in my 13th year, and I'm like no way.  All right.  But that is what it's about.  It's about 
people.   

My wife, before she passed, we were able to get married.  That's why she's my wife, and it was just an amazing day.  But 
before that day, before our wedding, she asked me, she said, What if we don't get presents?  What if we ask our family and 
friends that are here to support basically a fight against lung cancer or a fight against cancer?  I said, I love it.  I love it.   

And so on our wedding day we made two commitments, and there was a commitment to each other, this, you know, 
amazing woman that I got a chance to be married to but also a commitment to a community, to a community that needed 
help and a community that when you look at the fact that I played in the NFL for 12 years and have fought throughout that 
time to help players if they had a passion, if they had something in their lives, to help them use it and express it through the 
NFL platform.   
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For my wife, who was a dancer with the Charlotte Hornets Honey Bees, who took her community service serious or cared 
about her community, a community that was Charlotte for most of her adult life, and I think that's where it comes from.  
This is not a commitment that is just lung cancer, but, you know, the continuing is because my wife came to me and said 
that, so we made a commitment.   

And then the continue of that right now is that we have the commitment, but before it that's how we lived.  And we had 
earned platforms that made it where we could really make a difference in this space, and it was important to actually use it.   
 
Susan Mantel: 
One of it things you use it to do is to make people aware that anybody can get lung cancer, right?   
 
Chris Draft: 
Mm-hmm.   
 
Susan Mantel: 
Keasha did not fit most people's profile.   
 
Chris Draft: 
Yeah.   
 
Susan Mantel: 
My uncle was 72, former war veteran… 
 
Chris Draft: 
Yes.   
 
Susan Mantel: 
…smoker.  He was everyone's profile of someone.  Young, healthy woman like Keasha, not.  And what else was unusual 
about Keisha from a lung cancer stereotype?   
 
Chris Draft: 
I think so many things.  Again, she's a dancer, she's in shape, she's 37 years old, it's different.  But when you say anyone can 
get lung cancer, well, then anyone can, and so as we kind of move forward, my wife passed December 2011, say, “Well, how 
do we—how do we use this relationship of the NFL and the NBA and really deal with that fact?”  They shared our story 
before the Super Bowl in 2011, and people saw my wife, you know, so many—my guys that I played with, so many people 
came up and they go, ‘Oh, my goodness.  What do I say?  It's so horrible.  Oh, my goodness.”  But they're—I've never heard 
this.  I've never heard of somebody that was in just amazing shape that could get it.   
 
So what we've done is say we've got to make a case.  People have been taught for 30, 40 years of this picture that only 
someone that had smoked can get lung cancer.  Well, we have to challenge that and really say that even if someone did 
smoke that they still matter.   
 
Susan Mantel: 
Right.   
 
Chris Draft: 
It's not like, well, one, the ones that smoked, yeah, whatever on them, but someone that's never smoked—no, no, no.  This is 
real.  Lung cancer is serious.   
 
Susan Mantel: 
When we talk about patients, right, or survivors, we were talking before we started taping about people who are at this 
meeting.   
 



Chris Draft: 
Yes.   
 
Susan Mantel: 
And especially if it's the first time at a meeting there's just kind of a learning curve on the kinds of things here.  Can you talk 
a little bit about your learning curve in terms of when you first got involved in the lung cancer world and how you look at 
things now?   
 
Chris Draft: 
In terms of my learning, there's two distinct areas—well, actually, you could say three, being that before my wife was 
diagnosed what I knew, which was absolutely nothing really, but because I was educated it would be only knowing that 
they're smoking.  All right.  So it would be that point.  My wife is diagnosed, and I'm learning as a caregiver, but the other 
side is not trying to soak up too, too much because I needed to make sure that I didn't take away the hope that I had.   

Because every day I had to be able to look at my wife and say, we will do this, every day or just one day, one day at a time 
we're going to go work.  And I couldn't have too much [with] numbers that were maybe not so inspiring.  I needed hope.  I 
needed energy.  I needed positivity.   

But then when my wife passed it was—it was different, and that was as being able to lead a national organization it—
couldn't put a head in the sand.  Had to know all the information.  And so gone, in the first year went to 60 cancer centers.  
Hit the road and talked to the docs, not in a conference, but I wanted to see them at their research facility, at their cancer 
centers and talk to them directly and find out, tell me where you see the hope.  All right?  Tell me where you see the hope 
now.  Tell me why it's different from five years ago.  Tell me where you think it's going five years from now.  You know, what 
are the things that are happening that are changing?   

And because of that in these last few years it's been, you know, it's hard to say exciting in this world, because we're talking 
about in a relative space, but there is some excitement in the possibilities.  The best way to be able to see that hope is when 
you see survivors that you can't tell have lung cancer because now they are on those targeted drugs, they are on 
immunotherapies, on these treatments that are—are better, that are less toxic.   

And then there [are] people that are being diagnosed earlier, because of the lung cancer screening trial, and again they're 
cancer-free, so they're moving on with their lives.  So again it's not the numbers that we want in terms of moving up so 
dramatically, but we are improving, and that's a good thing.   
 
Susan Mantel: 
Well, thanks for helping make our community so visible.   
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