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Andrew Schorr: 
Dr. Hussain, we’re in the age of personalized medicine, so that’s part of the decision-making that you do with the 
patient, with the family, right, is what’s right for that individual, correct?  

Dr. Hussain:                 
Absolutely. I think this is one of the longest conversations, because you’re dealing with the stress of knowing you 
have a cancer. That word is scary to everybody. There is not a—I can’t even say anything that says, oh, it’s okay 
because it is a scary word to patients and their families. There is the whole mental stress part of it, then there is the 
stress of what it means down the road, and then there is the stress of needing to make the decision about the 
treatment. There is also the stress to patients about what treatment to pick and what are the potential side effects, 
because remember, most people are asymptomatic. They’re just going about their life, and suddenly, they get 
diagnosed with the cancer.  

We try to very much individualize when—and we talk about personalized, it’s really personalized at the macro and 
micro level, which means at the patient-doctor interaction and their choices with regard to what they prefer, all the 
way down to, obviously, downstream in terms of the biology of the cancer itself. The good news is this, is that, in most 
places, and if they’re not—if this info is not available, there is the potential for patients to have access to material, but 
I do think that, in most places, there are support systems available for patients to help them and guide them in terms 
of a decision-making. 
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