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Dr. Carbone: 
One way is to do it automatically for free.  So one way to get more people to have these tests is to do it automatically and 
do it for free, like we are proposing in our statewide initiative, but also education through patient advocacy organizations 
such as Lung Cancer Foundation of America or LUNGevity where they work very hard to educate patients that this is the 
right thing to do.   
 
Educating doctors, that it makes a difference.  Even though you have only a few percent of your patients with a particular 
genetic abnormality, for that few percent it's—makes all the difference in the world from a few months’ survival to a many 
years’ survival, and it's worth testing everyone for these markers.   
 
And then I think we have to work through advocacy organizations and academic institutions to try to convince payers that 
this is the right thing to do, and it should be done automatically.  It shouldn't be something that's up to individual doctors to 
do.  It should be—new lung cancers should automatically get profiled for these markers and the immunotherapy marker 
PD-L1, no questions asked, just like is pretty much done today for breast cancer with ER, PR and HER2 status.  You 
wouldn't consider treating a breast cancer patient today without those markers, and yet many doctors treat lung cancer 
every day without looking at any markers.  And I think that that's not good practice.   
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