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Andrew Schorr: 
Now, let’s say you enter a trial.  So here’s the doctor who is head of the department at either of these institutions wherever 
you go. 

And then there’s Sam. So, Sam, if I’m in a trial and you’re the research institution, I get to see you and talk to you a lot, and 
you’re looking at me really carefully, right?  

Sam Vafadar:  
That’s right, yes. 

Andrew Schorr:  
So for instance, Tony, dealing with side effects, you want to know about it. 

Sam Vafadar:  
Absolutely.  And like I said before, no matter how small the patient might think it is, oftentimes they’ll kind of brush it off 
and say, “I’ve always had some measure of that particular symptom, but it’s gotten a little worse over the past few weeks.” 

Like I said, even if it’s just setting their mind at ease that in and of itself can make them feel a whole lot better. And, of 
course, on the opposite end of it is if it is something severe, which requires emergent care, then we want to hear about it as 
well.   

Andrew Schorr:  
Okay. And so you want people to call you. 

In other words, there are a lot of people, men, we kind of grin and bear a lot.  Maybe we were the one with the cough for a 
long time and didn’t go to the doctor or whatever it was. Maybe it was our wives or others, I think men are a little more 
guilty about it. But whether male or female, you want to hear from them.  Communication is a good thing, right?  

Sam Vafadar:  
Yes, definitely.  And sometimes, you’ll hear from me if I don’t hear from you.   

I want to make sure that they’re doing well, especially if they came in with a new symptom, follow-up is important. 

Andrew Schorr:  
And I mentioned, I was in a clinical trial for something totally different, for a blood clot in my leg. And there was a research 
nurse and a physician assistant who looked at me and then actually found another issue. So you’re actually looking at 
people very carefully, right? 



 

Sam Vafadar:  
That’s right, yes. And it’s not just about, for instance, an exam before a clinical trial listening to your lungs or your heart.   

We make sure to do a thorough examination before you start a clinical trial, because there could be an issue that was not 
mentioned in the records before. 
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