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Susan Leclair:  
And I believe we have time for one more question. Yes? 
 
Randy Hammond:  
My name is Randy Hammond. And this is probably a good last question because the question is, is lung cancer really 
curable? 

And I have a feeling after hearing everybody here that it isn’t.  And I was diagnosed two-and-a-half months ago. I had part 
of my right lung removed. The tumor was removed.  They said it wasn’t, spread to any of the lymph nodes or any other 
organs. But now I feel like, okay, it’s not in my body anymore. But listening to everybody else, what I have to do is, over 
time, eventually, it’s going to come back. And if I live long enough, I’m going to have it again.  So what’s your comment on 
that? 
 
Dr. DeCamp:  
Well, I’ve told you to your face that yes, there’s a chance you’re cured but of that cancer.  All right. But as I told some of 
the—someone else in the room, you’re at high risk to develop new cancers.  So for the first two years, I’m mostly concerned 
about that this cancer recurring, as I get the two to five years, I’ve got sort of even concerns about that cancer versus the 
second primary lung cancer.  

After five years, I’m pretty confident that one is not coming back.  But I do want to follow you for other new tumors, 
because, for some reason, your lung has been demonstrated as fertile soil for this disease. So yes, I don’t want anyone to 
leave here yes, I think we can cure lung cancer. If we detect it early and treat it, we have a high you know, a high likelihood 
of curing it.  Even if it’s not so early, we have lots of new tools that are very encouraging that we can begin to improve the 
survival. And that’s how we make progress, incrementally.  You don’t wake up one morning and everything is cured. 

But when I was a kid, leukemia was a death sentence. And now, you know, childhood leukemia, these kids are cured.  Now, 
we’ve learned as they grow up, they develop other problems that we didn’t anticipate. But that’s the nature of cancer care 
moving forward.  And that’s the story we hope to paint in lung cancer. So we’re making incremental progress. And we have 
weapons that are really potent at all stages of the disease. But we need to get the word out.   
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