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Andrew Schorr: 
Now I’m a leukemia patient, so I’m very interested in a question that we got from Carolyn. She wrote in and said, “Can a 
patient with an adult leukemia have their disease turn into myeloma or have both at the same time?” 
 
Dr. Orlowski: 
It's sort of two separate questions.  The first one is whether leukemia can turn into myeloma.  There have been some cases 
described in the past of chronic lymphocytic leukemia, which is often seen in adults that rarely seemed to transform into 
myeloma.  You also, unfortunately, can have some patients who develop both a leukemia as well as a myeloma.   

Fortunately, both of these instances are quite rare, and hopefully if the few patients that have this happen can be identified 
we can learn a little bit more about the processes involved. But I would definitely recommend that if you are one of these 
patients, that you seek a consult at a major myeloma center, because as you can imagine if you have two diseases at once 
the treatment is more complicated than if you have only one or the other.   
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