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Jeff Folloder: 
I’ve got an interesting question that we just got, it’s in regard to immunoglobulin. There’s an acceptable 
range, of generally, what, 700 to 1600, depending upon age. This gentleman tested a little bit under that range 
and had several bouts of pneumonia. And, he wants to know, would treating his low IgG level help his 
immune system, and maybe ward off dealing with pneumonia?  
 

Dr. Lamanna:  
Alessandra, you wanna take that one? 
 
Dr. Ferrajoli:  
Sure. So, there are certain patients, especially the ones that experience recurrent infection of the respiratory 
tract, of the sinuses, that if they’re given immunoglobulin, especially during the winter months, will report 
that there is a beneficial effect. We tend not to start them automatically, we wait to make sure we identify the 
patients that need them, based on their immunoglobulin levels, and/or the frequency of the infections. 
Receiving immunoglobulin is receiving a type of blood product, so obviously, there is some minimal risk 
associated with it, and it’s also time consuming. It takes about four hours to receive the infusion of the 
immunoglobulin, and we normally give them once a month, and it can be expensive. Sometimes, there are 
certain situations where they are indicated, certain severe viral infections 
 



Like RSV, for example, when the patients are admitted to the hospital, there is RSV, together with our 
infectious diseases department, we’ll automatically escalate up, and administer immunoglobulins. So, they are 
one of the many tools that we have. 
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