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Andrew Schorr:  
Dr. Keating, so many patients ask us and they write in are my family members at risk of, high-risk of CLL because I have it? 
 
Dr. Keating:  
It’s interesting that in European and U.S. studies, it appears that they’re perhaps four times more likely to get it than the 
average population, but four times is still rare, so this shouldn’t be of great concern. Now there are some families that have 
a much stronger penetrant of the genetic association with family trees that are littered with people with either small 
lymphocytic lymphoma or CLL, and we don’t know what’s the difference between the occasional association and this very 
large clustering of cases, so at the present time we don’t know what to do about it anyway.  
 
We may have some clues that there are, in CLL patients there are very specific mutations in universally conserved genes, 
and we’re about to look at family members to see if there’s a mutation that exists before they ever develop the signs of the 
disease. So at that point we’d have to start thinking about what can we do to either remedy that or to develop vaccination 
programs against CLL.  
 
Andrew Schorr:  
But for the typical CLL patient, don’t lose sleep over this. 
 
Dr. Keating:  
No. Not at all. 
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