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Dr. Weitz: 
What you will find is that you will live with lung cancer 24/7 when you're first diagnosed, that will go away.  That pit in the 
stomach that you have will eventually go away, and then you learn to live life day by day and to take each day as a blessing.  
And don't look back and just stay in the moment.  That's the best advice I can give you.   
 
It's also very important to have an advocate on your side, because you'll just be bombarded.  You won't remember 
anything.  It's really important to chronicle your journey.  Whether it's a friend, a loved one, someone who can help you 
chronicle your journey, go to your doctors’ appointments, help you remember the questions you want to ask your doctor.   
 
Another really important thing is to make sure that you have a good working relationship with that doctor and that he 
doesn't rob you of any hope you might have.  So I would recommend going to a thoracic oncologist. It's best if you could get 
one who has an affiliation with a university, because that's where the cutting-edge research is, and that's going to give you 
your best options.   
 
But don't let anyone tell you that you have three to six months to live or 48 months to live, because they don't know, no 
one knows.  Everyone has got their own unique genetic profile. I was told I had 48 months to live.  Here I am working on 11 
years.  I'm an over 10-year survivor.  Now, it has been a bumpy road, but I'm still working. I still have quality of life. I have 
been blessed and hopefully you will be too.   
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