APRIL 2017

WINES EVALUATED LAST MONTH:
246• REJECTED: 207 • APPROVED: 41
SELECTED: 12

THE
TASTING ROOM
LIGHTS, CAMERA... WINE!

A Note From Your

CELLARMASTER

The Kalemkiarian women in New York.

WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB SELECTION

FOUR STAR
Red Blend, 2014

Region: California • Alcohol: 13.9%

NOSE

PAIRING

Black Cherry, Pepper

Red Meat, Game

PALATE

COLOR

Rich Berry, Earth

Medium Ruby

CELLAR
Now through 2020

FINISH

Cherry, White Pepper

Four Star is made by Ca’Momi Winery in
Napa Valley, but it has a decidedly Italian
accent. The founders are all first generation Italians from the Veneto - Stefano
Migotto and Valentina Guolo- Migotto
founded the winery with Dario de Conti
in 2006 as a statement to a food and
wine culture that harkens back to their
roots in the Veneto.
Stefano and Dario already had 12 years
of winemaking experience in Italy before
this new venture. Valentina is an accomplished chef and handles many of the
charitable causes as well as oversees the
organic and sustainable programs at the
winery.
When they founded the winery, their

ITEM #: C0417R1DC

Paudl‘s
&E
:
Rating

96

Retail Price:
$14.99/each
Member Price: $1 1 . 9 8 / each
Reorder Price: $7.99/each

focus was making wine from grapes
grown in the Napa Valley. In 2010, they
decided to look to other areas in California and thus the Four Star California
blend was created.
Our selection is a blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah and Cabernet Franc.
Each year the blend may change slightly
due to the vintage, but they have established this red blend as the wine to beat
year in and year out.
This is a soft, fruit-driven wine that delivers at every level. All the components
are there with the Cabernet Sauvignon
providing power and presence. The Syrah
presents the earthy tones while the Merlot and Cabernet Franc bestow the enveloping richness. The flavors seem to meld
in the mouth offering complex flavors at
every turn.
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2 COPAS

Cabernet Sauvignon, 2014
Region: Curico Valley, Chile • Alcohol: 13%

NOSE
Powerful Black Cherry

PAIRING

Red Meat, Game

PALATE

COLOR

Weighty, Imposing

CELLAR
Now through 2022

Very Dark Plum

FINISH

Lengthy, Soft Tannins

2 Copas is the pride of Botalcura Winery
in Chile founded by two men, Juan Fernando Waidele, a Chilean businessman,
and Philippe Debrus, a very talented and
enigmatic French winemaker.
Debrus is the first vintner to plant Nebbiolo, the great grape of Barolo in Italy,
on Chilean soil. They have yet to explain
how and why a French winemaker would
plant Nebbiolo in Chile, but that may be
for another article and I’m sure an interesting one..
The two men teamed up to begin a new
challenge in producing exquisite wines
with their own style. They pour every
ounce of effort into producing wines that
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Retail Price:
$15.99/each
Member Price $11.98/each
Reorder Price $7.99/each

reflect their personal histories and love of
sensational wines. A “copa” is a wine glass
but this wine is worthy of 2 Copas!
In Chile the sun is closer. The moon and
the stars are brighter than anywhere else.
There is more fact than poetry in these
words. Due to the high elevation and
proximity to the equator, there is sunlight
on the vineyards long after other parts of
the world are dark. This allows very slow
maturation of the grapes without disastrous heat.
Malbec may be king in Argentina, but
Cabernet rules in Chile. It shines here,
producing powerful and exciting wines
like our selection. You are greeted with
lots of blackberry earth and plum leading
into the vanilla and spice-finishing with
a flourish.
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OAK GROVE FAMILY RESERVE
Sauvignon Blanc, 2016

Region: Monterey, California • Alcohol: 13.5%

NOSE

PAIRING

Peach, Herbs

Seafood, Vegetarian

PALATE

COLOR

CELLAR

FINISH

Lovely Floral, Fruit

One Year

Pale Straw

Gripping

Our selection is the workmanship from
one of our favorite winemakers, Jeff Dye,
at Arroyo Seco Vineyards in Monterey. In
1982 he founded ASV and wove Oak
Grove into that entity.
Today, they are one of the largest wineries in California with diverse holdings
in the north and central coast of California, as well as Lodi and the San Joaquin
Valley.
Jeff founded Oak Grove in 1999 with
the belief that premium tasting wines
can be made in California. He’s been
successful beyond words. Jeff has been
making the wines ever since and the
only thing that has changed is that they
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just keep getting better.
Sauvignon Blanc is a natural for California. It loves the warm temperature
where it can ripen to perfection. It is
named Sauvignon Blanc because, oddly
enough, it is directly related to Cabernet Sauvignon. Despite their difference
in color, their DNA is comparable.
This Sauvignon Blanc is nothing short
of a Jeff Dye offering with lovely fruit
and balance to spare. The color is a pale
straw that glistens in the glass.
The nicely appointed peach and floral
components come through on the nose
and palate for an absolutely delightful
experience.
All the nuance of the grape is there from
the stone fruit to the fresh herbs and
daunting finish.
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EXEM

Bordeaux Blanc, 2015
Region: Appellation Bordeaux Contrôlée, France • Alcohol: 12.5%

NOSE

PAIRING

Citrus, Slate, Peach

Fish, Sausage, Vegetarian

PALATE

COLOR

CELLAR

FINISH

Powerful Lime,
Gooseberry
Now through 2020

Very Pale

Slate, Lime

It’s worth noting that even after more
than 40 years of doing this, I can still
be stupefied. First, we look at the label
and see it’s a white Bordeaux. Chaching! Cha-ching! Next we find out its
Sauvignon Blanc and Semillon - more
cha-ching! Then, we find out it is estate
grown from the 2015 vintage! Truly staggering.
Exem is short for the French word “exemplaire,” meaning exemplary. The perfect description for this selection. All of
the great white Bordeaux are far rarer
than that of their red counterpart. Most
white Bordeaux use Ugni Blanc, which
is a nice grape, but no comparison to a
Sauvignon Blanc and Semillon.
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$16.99/each
Member Price: $1 1 . 9 8 /each
Reorder Price: $6.99/each

Exem is sustainably farmed using minimal herbicides and pesticides.,only to
use the most ecologically responsible
products when it is absolutely necessary. Their goal is to use natural means
of protecting their vines.
Great white Bordeaux shares similar
traits with German Riesling and Chablis
in that there is a sense of place to the
wine. You can grow the same grapes
anywhere, but when grown in special
places, these grapes really thrive.
Where do we start? The aromas of lime
and orange zest coupled with slate,
granite, and stone fruit are unmistakable. The flavors are a similar fusion of
complex nuances expanded by the barest hint of oak. The finish? Mesmerizing.
Worth a second glass or a second bottle.
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HUMAN CONDITION
Merlot, 2015

Region: Mendocino, California • Alcohol: 14%

NOSE

Blueberry, Cocoa

PALATE

Extracted Cherry,
Earth

CELLAR

Now through 2022

PAIRING

Red Meat, Game

COLOR

Medium Purple

FINISH

Berry, Earth

Our selection is a very special one indeed.
It is our very own wine, specifically made
from grapes we purchased from Welch
Family Vineyards. Mark and Corey Welch
have been farming their 32 acres for nearly
40 years near the Russian River in Mendocino.
The modest yield of four tons to the acre
assures that these 20-year-old vines produce the finest grapes in the region. The
grapes are so good that many of the top
wineries in California like Mondavi, Kendall-Jackson, and Cakebread purchase
grapes from Welch.
Mendocino is really two areas in one. The
western part of Mendocino is cooler in
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climate, making it a wonderful home to
Pinot Noir and Chardonnay. The eastern
region near Ukiah is where the bold reds
hail like Cabernet, Zinfandel, and Merlot. Here, the warmer climate ripens the
grapes to perfection and is paired with
careful attention to the farming, ensuring
that only the best grapes are delivered.
Our selection is 100% estate grown Merlot with breed and elegance to spare. It is
a perfect example of a sublime Merlot. In
other words, this selection is a wonderful
testament to Mendocino.
Here we have a fully integrated Merlot
with all the blueberries, hints of cocoa,
and anise that signal the lovely earth and
bittersweet cherry to follow. The finish just
keeps on coming.
Enjoy.
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NAVARDIA

Sauvignon Blanc, 2014
Region: DOC Rioja, Spain • Alcohol: 12%

NOSE

PAIRING

Pineapple, Mango

Seafood, Vegetarian

PALATE

COLOR

Clean, Tropical

Very Pale

CELLAR
Drink Now

FINISH

Lovely Mango, Lime

Navardia is actually the name of the
area where the grapes are grown. It’s
in the district of Navarra, which is quite
unique in one respect. The area actually
overlaps the Rioja’s Baja region which
is why the wine is considered to be a
Rioja. I don’t know of another region in
the world where this occurs.

improves by leaps and bounds. In the
old days, they made white wines like
the Italians. They would leave the wine
in barrels for years, like the reds, and the
result would be oxidized and unpleasant flavors. Once Spanish winemakers
began using stainless steel, everything
changed.

The winery is Bodegas Bagordi which
has been in the Carcar family for 14
generations. Needless to say, they are a
driving force in the region.

Our selection is a blend of Sauvignon
Blanc and Grenache Blanc. Sauvignon
Blanc is fairly new to Spain but is gaining in popularity rapidly. Grenache
Blanc is one of Spain’s greatest white
grapes and this little gem proves it.

Bagordi owns about 120 acres of vineyards, most of which are planted with
red varietals, as is most of Spain. White
wines are rare here but are becoming more fashionable as the quality
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The grapes are picked in the coolness
of the morning and then crushed with
just a little skin contact for viscosity. The
wine sees no wood, which accounts for
the lovely pineapple, mango, and passion fruit essences. Then comes the
tropical flavors and a lemon scented
finish.
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LA PETITE FONTAINE
Côtes du Rhône, 2014

Region: Côtes du Rhône, France • Alcohol: 13%

NOSE

Compelling
Blackberry

PALATE

Smoke, Earth

CELLAR
Now through 2020

PAIRING

Red Meat, Game

COLOR

Very Deep Ruby

FINISH

Exotic Fruit, Berry

We feature 144 different wines per year.
We want to give you as much information as possible on each wine because we
feel it enhances the pleasure of the wine
when you know the story behind it. Most
of the wineries we feature are happy to
give us that information. Every so often,
we have an occurrence when the winery
sends us information that makes us go,
“WOW!”
Well, the “wow” about this wine is that
it’s the same winemaker as Château La
Nerthe in Châteuneuf-du-Pape. There
are a lot of great properties here, but La
Nerthe was the very first one to ever be
written about some 600 years ago.
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Obviously, history plays an important part
here. The property fell into disrepair and
was brought back to life in the late 1980s
by a wealthy businessman. He loved the
history and wanted to bring it back to its
former glory. He did so in spades.
This wine may be labeled Côtes du Rhône
but it screams Châteuneuf-du-Pape. It is
made from the same grapes Grenache,
Syrah, Cinsault, and Carignan. The difference is that they are grown in prime areas
and crafted by a prominent winemaker.
The result is a massive offering of intense
black fruit, smoke, rose petals, earth, and
spice whirling around on your palate with
no intention of dissipating. It is truly without equal in the Rhone.

Retail Price: $23.99/each
Member Price $1 6 . 9 8 /each
Reorder Price $12.99/each

WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB • 1-800-949-9463
www.wineofthemonthclub.com

WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB SELECTION

TAGO

Fernao Pires, 2015
Region: Tejo, Portugal • Alcohol: 12.5%

NOSE

Melon, Peach

PAIRING

Shellfish, Seafood

PALATE
Citrus, Herbs

CELLAR
One Year

COLOR

Very Pale Straw

FINISH

Long, Lovely

Our selection comes from the Tejo wine
region in west-central Portugal. Wine has
been crafted here since the 12th Century,
which is long before Portugal was even
a kingdom. The region is the oldest and
most renowned wine region in Portugal.
Of course Port is the most famous wine
here, but you can’t drink Port all the time.
This selection is a refreshing concoction
of one of the oldest wine regions in the
world.
Most of the grapes grown here are hard
to pronounce, but that doesn’t mean
we shouldn’t get to know them. The
west-central region is largely made up of
the finest grapes to be used in Port, Touriga Nacional. For whites, like our Peres,
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they are made from grapes like Fernao
Pires, Arinto, and the better-known Verdelho.
Like most of Europe, red wine reigns supreme here, but the whites are gaining in
notoriety. Great care goes into the crafting of these gems which has created an
elevated demand.
Tago is one of the many cooperatives
in Portugal, which relies on small, independent growers for their grapes to be
blended and bottled for the market.
Our Pires is a light, refreshing wine with
tropical hints of nectarine, citrus, and
fresh cut herbs. It is long on the palate
and the aromatics carry through from
beginning to the grand a glorious finish.

Retail Price: $17.99/each
Member Price $1 6 . 9 8 /each
Reorder Price $12.99/each
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SANTA DUC

Côtes du Rhône, 2012
Region: Gigondas Apellation, France • Alcohol: 14%

NOSE

PAIRING

Violets, Earth, Cherry

Red Meat, Game

PALATE

COLOR

Rich Berry, Spice

Deep Magenta

CELLAR
Now through 2020

FINISH

Long, Intense

Domaine Santa Duc was first established
in 1874, in the appellation of Gigondas.
They are basically next door to the Châteauneuf-du-Pape wine estates and grow
the same grapes on the same soil. It isn’t
very rare to have two accomplished wineries in close proximity, but it is always
fun to note.
A bold and charismatic Frenchman, Yves
Gras, purchased the property in 1985 and,
though it was already highly thought of,
made it his mission to make it even more
renowned. He has done that extremely
well as today Santa Duc is considered one
of the best in the area.
What sets this Côtes du Rhône apart from
the others is that the grapes come from

vineyards that are a minimum of 50 years
old. This is almost unheard of here. At
that age, the vine produces less than it
did 30 years earlier but they are so much
more flavorful - it’s daunting.
Our blend is the classic melding of Grenache, Syrah, Mourvedre and a few others
expertly folded into a complete whole.
First, come the berries mixed with earth
and spice. Then, a dollop of black pepper,
a hint of coriander and a generous helping of cherry. The flavors are held in check
by the soft, voluptuous tannins that carry
all the nuance and pleasure from the beginning to the end of your palate.
A masterful creation!
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Retail Price:
$29.99/each
Member Price: $2 2 . 4 8 / each
Reorder Price: $15.99/each
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MAISON L’ENVOYÉ
Pinot Noir, 2012

Region: Côte d’Or Burgundy, France • Alcohol: 12.5%

NOSE

Raspberry, Perfume

PAIRING

Game, Light Meat, Fowl

PALATE

COLOR

Clean Cherry

Light Magenta

CELLAR

FINISH

Now through 2020

Soft Tannins

Ah, Burgundy. Just the sound of the
word sends many a wine aficionado
into rhapsodic ramblings. Most people
who’ve had the fortune to taste many
great wines would probably name Burgundy as their greatest wine experience.
This region is very diverse in winemaking practices. Burgundy is a bit of a
hodge-podge of growers who literally
have rows of vines instead of acres. The
average holding for the entire area is
less than two acres, making it difficult
to produce enough wine commercially.
As a result, consistency is non-existent.
If you get a fantastic bottle today, it may
be totally different in the next vintage.
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Maison L’Envoyé is in a Southern Burgundy region called the Côte de Beaune.
Like all reds here, it is made from 100%
Pinot Noir.
Maison L’Envoyé has had a rich history
of buying grapes from the best growers and making sure they follow strict
conventions to deliver excellent grapes
every year. Very few producers take this
approach.
Here is a sensational Burgundy! All
the rose petals, cotton candy, and tart
cherry envelops the palate and lingers
long after the elixir is swallowed.
It is a prime example of one of the most
heralded wine regions on Earth.

Retail Price:
$24.99/each
Member Price: $2 2 . 4 8 /each
Reorder Price: $15.99/each
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BOATIQUE WINERY
Sauvignon Blanc, 2014

Region: Lake County, California • Alcohol: 14.1%

NOSE
Grapefruit, Herbs

PAIRING

Seafood, Vegetarian

PALATE

COLOR

Lychee, Lime, Pear

CELLAR
Drink Now

Medium Straw

FINISH

Lovely Citrus, Vanilla

Boatique Winery is a great operation
where two diverse passions come together. For Robert and Madi Mount,
those two things are wine and boats. The
enthusiasm for boats all began during
Robert’s childhood, growing up in Napa
Valley, he would spend a great deal of
time watching the boats on Lake Berryessa. They have an expansive collection
of vintage boats, fifteen and counting, on
display at their winery. They take up so
much room that winemaker Luke Bass is
running out of room to make their wine.
Robert and Madi Mount purchased their
property in Lake County consisting of 47
acres in the Red Hills appellation 2,266
feet above sea level. The duo figured that
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the area was like the rest of Lake Country which is on the warm side. They were
pleasantly surprised to learn that their
area was slightly cooler, which meant
longer time on the vine and better concentration in the grapes.
Lake County is primarily known for Sauvignon Blanc and this beauty certainly
holds true to that statement. The richness is unmistakable as the longer time
on the vines produces more imposing
wines. So much so, that half the wine is
aged in French oak but doesn’t come off
as too oaky.
Instead, you get the best this grape has
to offer with compelling honeydew, pear
blossom, and lychee flavors held in check
by a lovely acidity and a faint hint of vanilla. A benchmark for sure.
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TERRE BANDIDA
Pinot Grigio, 2015

Region: IGT Delle Venezie • Alcohol: 12%

NOSE

Apple, Pear

PAIRING

Seafood, Vegetarian

PALATE

Peach, Guava

COLOR
Very Pale Straw

CELLAR
Drink Now

FINISH
Lovely Apple, Pear

Our Bandida selection comes from the
famous house of Savian, founded in 1925
by Marco Savian. The name refers to the
lawlessness of the area a century earlier
when it was overrun by bandits, hence
the name Bandida.
Savian was one of the first wineries in
Italy to begin organic farming. He was
very concerned about the land and
the effects of using pesticides and herbicides. He was so ahead of the curve
back then that it wasn’t until 1993 that
organic farming actually became regulated. It’s this kind of attention to detail
that enhances their wine.
The Veneto is a small wine producing
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area in Northern Italy highly prized for
the aromatic whites produced here, especially Pinot Grigio.
The combination of calcareous clay and
carbonate are precisely what this grape
thrives on and it shows in our selection.
The grapes are typically harvested early
in the morning and brought to the winery in small bins so as not to damage the
delicate skins. They are then sorted and
gently crushed to preserve the aromatic
properties of the wine.
The result is a lovely peach and pear
blossom offering with guava and apple
overtones that present more presence in
the mouth than you would typically find
in a lesser wine.
Enjoy!
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JULY 2016

CELLAR NOTES
A report on how previous selections are faring with age. Obtained from
actual tastings of wines under optimal storage conditions.

CLASSIC SERIES
April 2015:
Lisa’s Cuvee, 2012. Sands Point. Still going.
Gros Manseng, 2013. Cotes de Gascogne. Drink.
Zinfandel, 2013. RedTree. Still great.
Chardonnay, 2014. Gaucho. At its best.
April 2016:
Garnacha, 2014. Buscado. Still great.
Chardonnay, 2014. Mezzacorona. Drink now.
Merlot, 2011. American Pie. Drink or hold.
White Blend, 2013. Rotta. Ready.

VINTNERS SERIES
April 2015:
Pinot Noir, 2013. paf. Drink or hold.
Bianco, 2012. Monte Volpe. Drink.
Cabernet Sauvignon, 2012. Kunza Reserve. Great now.
Chardonnay, 2012. Corinto. Great now.
April 2016:
Merlot/Malbec, 2014. Chateau Soubiran. Drink or hold.
Grillo, 2015. Favola. Drink now.
Nero D’Avola, 2014. Favola. Drink or hold.
Riesling, 2014. Rheinstone. Drink or hold.

LIMITED SERIES
April 2015:
Bordeaux Superieur, 2011. Cap Royal. Drink.
Montepulciano d’Abruzzo, 2012. Alberto Conti. Still awesome.
Bordeaux Blanc, 2013. Grand Verdus. Drink or hold.
Pinot Grigio, 2013. Ironstone. Drink.
April 2016:
Grenache, 2012. Galévan. Still great.
Zinfandel, 2013. Thornton. Drink or hold.
Entre Deux Mers, 2014. Cht. Tertre De Launay. Ready.
Pinot Gris, 2009. Keller Estates. Drink now.
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Earlier favorites at REORDER prices!
		Reorder
Item #
Wine Name
Retail Price Price

Case
Price

alc. 14.1% by vol.

CLASSIC SERIES
2013

Pinot Noir

Santa Barbara County

C0317R1IC – Pinot Noir, 2013.
$24.99
C0317R1IC2 Pinot Noir, 2014.
Babcock “Forward Fruit, Soft Tannins”

$7.99

$95.88

C0317W1DC – Chardonnay, 2015.
PAF “Crisp, Lively”

$17.99

$6.99

$83.88

C0317R2IU – Cabernet Sauv., 2014
Hardys “Lots of Extract”

$15.99

$7.99

$95.88

C0317W2DC – Chardonnay, 2013.
Clairville Station “Spiced Apple”

$13.99

$6.99

$83.88

C0217R1IC – Cabernet Sauv., 2015.
$15.99
Canto Del Agua “Long, lots of berries”

$7.99

$95.88

C0217W1DC – Chardonnay, 2014.
Painted Van “Lovely citrus”

$15.99

$6.99

$83.88

C0217R2DC – Pinot Noir, 2014
Tipping Point “Long, lush”

$18.99

$7.99

$95.88

C0217W2DC – Pinot Grigio, 2015.
$13.99
Flat Rock “Clean, crisp, hints of peach”

$6.99

$83.88

VINTNERS SERIES
V0317R1DC – Transition Red, 2014.
$19.99 $12.98 $155.76
Metamorphosis “Long with Moderate Tannins”
V0317W1IA – Chardonnay, 2014.
Argento “Lingering, Luscious”

$18.99

$11.99 $143.88

V0317R2IC – Carmenere, 2012.
$18.99
Kunza Reserve “Lovely Cherry, Soft Tannin”

$12.99 $155.76

V0317W2IA – Chardonnay, 2013.
Domaine Bousquet “Crisp, Clean”

$11.99 $143.88

$19.99
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Earlier favorites at REORDER prices!
		Reorder
Item #
Wine Name
Retail Price Price

Case
Price

VINTNERS SERIES, cont.
V0217R1DC – Zinfandel, 2015.
$22.99
Hierogram “Lots of fruit, soft tannin”

$12.99 $155.76

V0217W1IZ – Pinot Gris, 2013.
Ant Moore “Long, energetic”

$18.99

$11.99 $143.88

V0217R2IA – Cabernet Sauv., 2013.
Argento “Long, enveloping”

$18.99

$12.99 $155.76

V0217W2DC – Chardonnay, 2015.
Kimmel “Imposing, crisp”

$18.99

$11.99 $143.88

L0317R1IF – Gamay, 2013.
$24.99
Chateau Des Gimarets “Lovely Cherry”

$15.99 $191.88

L0317R2IS – Crianza, 2014.
Vina Albina “Very Long, Soft Cherry”

$24.99

$15.99 $191.88

L0317W3II – Orvieto, 2015.
Salviano “Lovely Stone Fruit”

$24.99

$13.99 $167.88

L0317W4II – Pinot Grigio, 2014.
Available “Very Long, Soft Cherry”

$24.99

$13.99 $167.88

L0217R1DC – Pinot Noir, 2014.
Poiema “Loads of cherry, vanilla”

$25.99

$15.99 $191.88

L0217R2DC – Cabernet Sauv., 2010.
Hawks Dale “Soft tannins, berries”

$29.00

$15.99 $191.88

L0217W3IF – Bordeaux, 2015.
$24.00
Chateau de Camarsac “Fruity, vanilla”

$14.99 $179.88

L0217W4II – Soave, 2015.
Masi “Lovely citrus notes”

$13.99 $167.88

LIMITED SERIES

$24.99
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