WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB SELECTION

CANTO DEL AGUA
Cabernet Sauvignon, 2015

Region: Maule Valley, Chile • Alcohol: 13.5%

NOSE

PAIRING

Leather, Cherry

Red Meat, Game

PALATE

COLOR

Full Cherry, Cocoa

Medium Magenta

CELLAR

FINISH

Now through 2022

Long, Lots of Berries

Babcock Vineyards has been around
since Mona and Walter Babcock established it in 1978. In the beginning, the
couple chose to plant Riesling, Sauvignon
Blanc, and Chardonnay which turned out
to be extremely successful. This lead to
more acres, which lead to more grape
growing, which lead to more wine.
Today, it is still family-owned and operated by Bryan Babcock. The 65-acre vineyard is home to Pinot Noir, Chardonnay,
Sauvignon Blanc and Pinot Gris grapes.
Bryan Babcock is now working on his
33rd vintage. It seems like it was only yesterday when he would drive down from
the winery with samples of his first vintage in his car to call on wine shops and
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restaurants. Everybody loved the wines
and it wasn’t before long that he was
making a name for himself.
As with most young winemakers, Bryan
experimented with all kinds of grapes
and winemaking styles. Sangiovese, Tempranillo, and even Albarino found their
way onto the property. He has such a
fabulous innate sense of wine that each
of these wines was produced extremely
well.
This Pinot Noir is the one that puts all of
them on their knees. We are ecstatic over
this selection!
Perfect Pinot Noir, made from an expert’s
hand and exemplify the pedigree of the
vineyard. From the rose petal and candy
nose to the mint julep and cherry flavors
through the mesmerizing finish. It delivers at every level.
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PAINTED VAN
Chardonnay, 2014

Region: San Joaquin Valley, California • Alcohol: 13.7%

NOSE

PAIRING

Green Apple, Citrus

Seafood, Vegetarian

PALATE

COLOR

Apple, Pear

CELLAR
Now through 2019

Very Pale

FINISH

Lovely Citrus

Painted Van stems from wine guru and
international bon vivant, Bruce Cunningham. Bruce and his wife are Australian
transplants who started their company
in Napa 20 years ago. His plan was to
import Australian wines to the US,
which he has done quite successfully. In
the process, he learned that California
makes some pretty tasty wines too and
eventually built a winery to make some.
He now imports wines from all over the
world and makes wines from all over
California. This wine is true to his signature. Great value.
Chardonnay is the most popular white

ITEM #: C0217W1DC

Paudl‘s
&E
:
Rating

93

Retail Price:
$15.99/each
Member Price: $1 1 . 9 8 /each
Reorder Price: $6.99/each

grape in the world. It is fairly easy to
grow and can flourish in a myriad of climates. However, depending on the soil,
the flavors can vary and the winemaker
can influence those flavors to a great degree.
The style found in Painted Van is what
we like the most. The classic fruit components of Chardonnay come out immediately on the nose and carry on
through to the palate and finish.
We love the fact that the first scent you
get is pure Chardonnay fruit-; green
apple, orange peel and a supporting
group of citrus, guava, and mango.
The flavors hang in there due to the perfectly tuned acidity that brings it all together in a lovely finish.
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TIPPING POINT
Pinot Noir, 2014

Region: Clarksburg, California • Alcohol: 13%

NOSE
Plethora of Berries

PAIRING

Fowl, Game, Red Meat

PALATE

Clean Cherry

COLOR

Medium Magenta

CELLAR
Now through 2021

FINISH
Long, Lush

This is one of those whimsical names we
actually like. It’s called Tipping Point because crafting wine is a balancing act. The
word “balance” is probably the most overused word in describing wine, yet it is one
of the most important attributes.
And, no grape is as difficult to achieve
balance in the finished wine as Pinot Noir.
What these guys from O’Neill did with this
wine is nothing short of amazing.
These grapes were grown in Clarksburg,
in the Sacramento Delta. This region
isn’t the coolest place to grow Pinot Noir,
which traditionally likes cooler weather
near a coast. However, these winemakers
found a little section of land that was a
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little higher, and a little cooler than most,
to plant an experimental plot of Pinot
Noir. To everybody’s surprise, the wine
turned out fantastic.
To say we were dumbfounded would
be an understatement. We’d never seen
a Pinot from this area before, let alone a
good one. It is astonishing.
The bright crimson color alerts you to the
bright, engaging flavors to follow with
lovely hints of cherry, vanilla, mint, and
plum. And just when you think you’ve
tasted it all, another wave of cranberry
and raspberry smacks you and you risk
becoming delirious.
As if that weren’t enough, there’s that
elongated finish, soft tannins, and lingering aftertaste beyond compare.

WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB • 1-800-949-9463
www.wineofthemonthclub.com

WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB SELECTION

FLAT ROCK

Pinot Grigio, 2015

Region: California • Alcohol: 12.5%

NOSE

PAIRING

Apricot, Peach,
Flowers

Seafood, Vegetarian

PALATE

COLOR

Light, Refreshing

Very Pale Straw

CELLAR

Now through 2018

FINISH

Clean, Crisp, Hints of
Peach

Mark Rasmussen, a winemaker at O’Neill
Vintners & Distillers, came up with this
unusual name. He says the wine reminds
him of his youth when he spent hours
skipping rocks on the pond of his family’s
farm. It was fun, which is exactly what
wine should be.
Mark has been a superstar winemaker
for 40 years with his own exclusive brand
while also consulting for a number of
high profile wineries. His talent can also
be seen in his marketing skills as he has
helped guide some of the most successful wineries in California.
He received his Bachelor’s degree from
Berkley and his Master’s degree in Food
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Science and Enology from Fresno State,
considered one of the top enology
schools in the world.
Mark is also a fun guy who enjoys making fun wines and Pinot Grigio is as fun
a wine as it gets. It is the staple white of
Italy where it makes delicious and aromatic wines no matter where it’s planted.
California has the perfect climate for this
adaptable grape, which shows in this
offering. Add to that the skill of a winemaker like Mark Rasmussen and you
have an unbeatable combination.
The grapes for this selection were picked
before daylight while they were still cold.
They were then delivered to the winery
to be sorted to make sure that only the
ripest grapes would be used. The result
is a lovely wine with hints of apricot and
peach, floral, and spice notes. Enjoy!

WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB • 1-800-949-9463
www.wineofthemonthclub.com

WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB SELECTION

HIEROGRAM
Zinfandel, 2015

Region: Lodi, California • Alcohol: 14.7%

NOSE

Strawberry Jam, Spice

PALATE

Rich Fruit, Cherry

CELLAR
Now through 2021

PAIRING

Red Meat, Game

COLOR

Intense Purple

FINISH

Lots of Fruit, Soft
Tannin

Hierogram is the handiwork of genius
winemaker, Trevor Sheehan. As a child,
Trevor had a fascination with archaeology
and always wanted to pursue it as a career. This early interest led to the naming
of Hierogram, which means “symbol,” as
an homage to the subject.
In a very short time, Trevor has turned the
wine industry upside down with accolade
on top of accolade for his rich and flavorful Zinfandels. We’ve featured his wines
in the past and wanted to again, but he
never seemed to have enough. When this
beauty became available, we snatched it
up.
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Trevor acquires his grapes, particularly his
Zinfandel, from the best vineyards in the
state. Typically, he seeks out older vines,
which lend a power and structure that
can’t be duplicated.
Our selection is a classic Old Vine Zinfandel from Lodi, California. It has all the
power of the appellation with an added
touch of Petite Syrah and is aged in
French oak. This way, you taste all the flavors with less alcohol and more balance.
The color is deep and signals the impending aroma of strawberry jam, cinnamon,
and cherry. The palate delivers on the
promise of the nose with all the flavor
you could possibly want. The finish lasts
for minutes instead of seconds and finishes cleanly.
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ANT MOORE
Pinot Gris, 2013

Region: Marlborough, New Zealand • Alcohol: 13%

NOSE

PAIRING

Spiced Pear, Melon

Seafood, Poultry

PALATE

COLOR

Rich, Balanced

Pale Straw

CELLAR
Drink Now

FINISH

Long, Energetic

In 2002, an enterprising Australian enologist
named Anthony “Ant” Moore left his position at Hardy’s in McLaren Vale, crossed the
Tasman Sea, and started making wine at
New Zealand’s famed Isabel Estate. He then
established the highly successful brands
of Crowded House and Catalina Sounds
while searching for his own “piece of dirt.”
Soon, buying bare land and thinking outside the conventions of modern New World
viticulture, Moore established high elevation
vineyards on cool, windswept ridges in the
Southern Valleys sub-district of the Marlborough region. He then built a state-of-the-art
winery that not only meets his expanding
needs but serves as a custom crush facility
for other small, independent producers.
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Called a “vintage of a lifetime” by local winemakers, 2013 benefited from a “classic Kiwi”
growing season that featured warm, sunny
days, cool nights, and perfectly timed rainfall. Moderate yields and extraordinary quality defined the harvest. Moore’s disciplined,
minimalist winemaking—including cool,
native yeast fermentations in stainless steel
tanks and neutral French oak casks, along
with plenty of lees stirring—captured the
very essence of nature’s generosity.
Three years in the bottle have given the
components of this “Signature Series” Pinot
Gris time to meld together. On the nose,
lightly spiced pear and ripe melon emerge
from the glass, while the richly textured palate serves up notes of juicy peach, nectarine,
honeydew and citrus zest. The ripe fruit; opulent texture and overall balance is a tribute to an epic vintage, Moore’s cool climate
vineyards, and his winemaking prowess.
This is everything you want from a white
wine... Ant Moore!
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ARGENTO

Cabernet Sauvignon, 2013
Region: Mendoza, Argentina • Alcohol: 13.8%

NOSE

Cherry, Cranberry

PALATE

Rich Blackberry

CELLAR
Now through 2020

PAIRING

Red Meat, Game

COLOR
Ruby

FINISH

Long, Enveloping

Argento is an impressive winery in the
center of Argentina’s Mendoza wine district. The winemaker, Silvia Corti, is an
Argentinian native who has studied and
worked in Argentina. Growing up in Argentina, Silvia would observe and help
her family make wine. This is where she
found her passion for wine at an early age.
She went on to receive a degree in Agricultural Engineering as well as her Master’s in Viticulture and Oenology through
a special program between Argentina
and France. Upon completing her education, she toured several winemaking
countries before settling in Mendoza at
Argento in 2004.
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Alberto Antonini, the consulting oenologist, is a highly respected Italian oenologist who has consulted in Argentina as
well as Italy, California, Chile, and South
Africa. He is known as a “complete winemaker” as he is both deeply rooted in the
history and traditions of regions while
taking great advantage of the available
technological advances in winemaking.
Together, the team has crafted a wondrous Cabernet.
Our selection is the perfect intersection
between passion and perfection. The flavors are bold and assertive, yet not overdone or excessive.
The bright, ruby red color predicts the
assertive flavors to follow. Luscious pomegranate and cranberry enter the nose. The
palate is pronounced with blackberry, licorice, and earth. A vanilla twist seals the
deal as only a great Cabernet can.
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KIMMEL

Chardonnay, 2015
Region: Mendocino County, California • Alcohol: 13.9%

NOSE

Asian Pear,
Green Apple

PAIRING

Seafood, White Meat

PALATE
Tropical, Citrus

CELLAR
One Year

COLOR

Pale Golden

FINISH

Imposing, Crisp

The Kimmel Family is the backbone of
this winery. It is a true family operation
with three generations of Kimmel’s involved in the making and selling of the
wine. The family began as classic farmers
who raised chickens, sheep, and cattle
until they finally started growing grapes
in the mid-1980s. At first, they cultivated
grapes with the intention of selling them
to wineries, but that changed in time.
In 2007, Lillian Kimmel, the matriarch of
the family, helped her three sons, Jim,
Gary, and Dennis in creating their own
brand, Kimmel Vineyards. Jim personally took the wines to Los Angeles from
Mendocino to introduce them to the top
chefs and sommeliers of the area. Almost
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immediately, the wines were a hit which
really got the ball rolling.
The family added winemaker, Bruce
Regalia, to the endeavor. He began his
career through the study of agronomy,
followed by botany. Once he graduated
from college, he found a position as an
entomologist with a farming company
near Chico, California. From there, he
found his way through a number of vineyards as either a winemaker or vineyard
manager until settling in Mendocino
County with Kimmel Vineyards.
This is a classic, cool climate Chardonnay. It offers lovely Asian pear and green
apple with hints of a citrus edge. The flavors mirror the nose with delicate tropical
notes in the mid palate and an imposing
crisp finish.
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POIEMA

Pinot Noir, 2014
Region: Santa Lucia Highlands, California • Alcohol: 13.47%

NOSE

PAIRING

Blast of Cherry

Seafood, Fowl, Game

PALATE

COLOR

Explosive Cherry, Spice

Bright Magenta

CELLAR
Now through 2020

FINISH

Loads of Cherry, Vanilla

Poiema is a small specialty producer
of high-end Pinot Noir and Chardonnay from California’s finest vineyards.
This model is comparable to Burgundy,
France - what sets it apart is the California
style.
The name, coined by bi-coastal artist
James Caprell, means “the handiwork
of God.” James’ passion for art and faith
were emboldened after a near-death
surfing accident. He chose to dedicate
his life to sharing the beauty and hope
he has found through his art.
This passion inspired the winery to produce the finest expression of craftsmanship through their Pinots and
Chardonnays. What better grape to
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demonstrate pure artistry than Pinot
Noir? In the last 10 years, it has become
one of the most popular wines on the
planet.
These guys definitely know what they’re
doing. They didn’t go to just any place
for their grapes, they went to Santa Lucia
Highlands, which is one of the most premium addresses for Pinot Noir . In this
Northern California paradise, the cool
climate in combination with the early
morning fog is exactly what Pinot needs
to succeed. This environment allows the
varietal to take its time while ripening
which in turn creates deeper flavors. It is
truly remarkable.
This mind altering Pinot is filled with
cherry, spice, mint and candy apple
screaming from the glass begging to be
swallowed. Its presence is felt from beginning to end lingering on and on.
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HAWKSDALE

Cabernet Sauvignon, 2010
Region: Paso Robles, California • Alcohol: 13.5%

NOSE

PAIRING

Licorice, Berry, Leather

Red Meat, Game

PALATE

COLOR

Earth, Berry

Deep Magenta

CELLAR

FINISH

Now through 2021

Soft Tannins, Berries

Hawks Dale is produced by Broken
Earth Winery at Rancho Tierra Rejada,
one of the finest and oldest vineyards
in Paso Robles, which means “land of
worked earth” in Spanish. The vineyards
were planted by Herman Schwartz in
1973 as one of the first large-scale producers in this region.
When I started my first job in the wine
industry 35 years ago, the winery I
worked for bought grapes from Herman... This only goes to prove just how
small this world really is. Things have
changed rather dramatically since then.
Back then, they only sold grapes. Now
they are a producer of fine wines from
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their own mature vineyards.
The winemaker, Chris Cameron, is internationally renowned with over 30 vintages of experience. He has dedicated
four of those years to devising some of
the best wines from Paso Robles.
This is one of his best selections yet. It
is a richly robust and dynamic Cabernet
with all the flavor and finesse you can
expect from a great wine.
The deep magenta color signals the
black cherry and earth notes in the nose
and palate. The flavors are bold but not
overdone as wave after wave of fruit,
earth, licorice and leather form a cohesive whole that just doesn’t stop. The finish leaves you yearning for more as the
flavors linger on the tongue.

WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB • 1-800-949-9463
www.wineofthemonthclub.com

WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB SELECTION

CHATEAU DE CAMARSAC
Bordeaux, 2015

Region: Bordeaux, France • Alcohol: 12%

NOSE
Earth, Spice

PAIRING

Seafood, Vegetarian

PALATE

White Peach, Apricot,
Guava

CELLAR
Now through 2025

COLOR
Pale Straw

FINISH

Fruity, Vanilla

Château de Camarsac is maintained by
a wing of the Lurton dynasty. As one of
the most respected names in the world
of wine, the family holds several properties in Bordeaux. Although each property
is highly regarded, none is held in as high
regard as Château de Camarsac.

this wine are exclusively Sauvignon Blanc
and Semillon. This is a very rare wine indeed as Bordeaux Blanc accounts for only
20% of the total production from its region. This creates high demand for these
bottles so it’s exciting to be able to feature this wine in our selections.

The winery is established in an 800-yearold castle with history and romance to
spare. It was an imposing structure in the
1400s that underwent major enhancements throughout its various ownerships.
In all its splendor and glory, the Lurtons
purchased this property in 1973 to contribute to its abundant history.

Château de Camarsac is an absolute classic Bordeaux Blanc in every sense. Firstly,
2015 was one of the best vintages in recent memory, so with that to work with,
the wine is nothing less than spectacular.

Like most Bordeaux Blanc, the grapes in
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What separates these wines from all others made from the same grapes is the environment in which it is grown. The rocky
soil comes through in the nose. There is
almost a granite and chalk smell that
segues into the classic white peach, apricot, guava, and tangerine.
The flavors are explosive with mouth filling fruit and a touch of vanilla.
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MASI

Soave, 2015.
Region: Veneto, Italy • Alcohol: 12%

NOSE

Peach, Hazelnuts

PAIRING
Shellfish, Seafood

PALATE

COLOR

Orange, Citrus, Peach

Very Pale

CELLAR
Drink Now

FINISH
Lovely Citrus Notes

Masi is one of the oldest and most respected wines in Italy. It has been run by
the Boscaini Family since the 18th century.

As time passed, the family continues this
tradition in order to compare and contrast vintages.

Their main facility is in the Veneto, where
they are famous for their Amarone and
Venetian reds made from the same
grapes as Valpolicella, Rondinella, Molinari and Corvina. The wines can vary
greatly from light and flavorful to immense and imposing.

Soave is the classic white of the Veneto.
It comes in many styles from dry to sweet
and everything in between. The principle grape here is Garganega with small
amounts of Trebbiano and even Chardonnay.

Nearly 150 years ago, Paolo Boscaini,
began saving a percentage of the wine
produced in the family cellar for years,
sometimes decades, for special family
occasions.
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Before recently, Masi never made
enough of this gem to send to the U.S.
as the Italians consumed it all. This is
their first and it’s a beauty. The nose is
slightly floral with hints of peach and a
faint nuttiness. The palate delivers lovely
fruit notes along with citrus, orange peel,
and a touch of red apple.
We are thrilled to be able to feature this
wine.
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JULY 2016

CELLAR NOTES
A report on how previous selections are faring with age. Obtained from
actual tastings of wines under optimal conditions.

CLASSIC SERIES
February 2015:
Cabernet Sauvignon, 2012. Gravelly Ford. Still great.
Pinot Gris, 2013. Rai. Ready.
Cabernet Sauvignon, 2013. RedTree. Drink or hold.
Chardonnay, 2012. Silver Buckle. Ready to drink.
February 2016:
Garnacha, 2014. El Gordo. Still Great.
Chardonnay, 2013. Tipping Point. At its best.
Merlot, 2014. Oak Grove. Drink or hold.
Sauvignon Blanc, 2015. Gaucho. Still going.

VINTNERS SERIES
February 2015:
Malbec, 2013. Accoutre. Still great.
Riesling, 2010. Villa Maria. Drink up.
Sangiovese, 2011. Palazzo. Drink or hold.
Verdejo, 2014. Spanish Eye. Still great.
February 2016:
Merlot, 2011. Monrovia Station. Still Great.
Chardonnay, 2013. Rock & Vine. At its best.
Pinot Noir, 2013. Black Oak. Still going.
Chardonnay, 2013. M. Drink or hold.

LIMITED SERIES
February 2015:
Bordeaux, 2010. Grand Verdus. Still great.
Pinot Noir, 2013. Alpataco. Drink or hold.
Sauvignon Blanc, 2014. Villiera. Drink or hold.
Sauvignon Blanc, 2013. Yorkshire. Ready.
February 2016:
Malbec, 2012. Balbo. Still Great.
Merlot, 2014. Martellotto. Still going.
Viognier, 2013. Pugilist. Drink up.
Sauvignon Blanc, 2014. Terroir. Ready.
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Earlier favorites at REORDER prices!
		Reorder
Item #
Wine Name
Retail Price Price

Case
Price

CLASSIC SERIES

2011

C0217R1IC – Cabernet Sauv., 2015.
$15.99
Canto Del Agua “Long, lots of berries”

$7.99

$95.88

C0217W1DC – Chardonnay, 2014.
Painted Van “Lovely citrus”

$15.99

$6.99

$83.88

C0217R2DC – Pinot Noir, 2014
Tipping Point “Long, lush”

$18.99

$7.99

$95.88

C0217W2IS – Pinot Grigio, 2015.
$15.99
Flat Rock “Clean, crisp, hints of peach”

$6.99

$83.88

C0117R1DC – Shiraz, 2015.
$14.99
$7.99
Oak Grove Family Reserve “Long, moderate tannin”

$95.88

C0117W1DC – Sauv. Blanc, 2014.
$12.99
Pepi “Stone fruit, lychee, and herbs”

$6.99

$83.88

C0117R2DC – Cab. Sauv., 2011 &.
$39.00
2013 Babcock “Lots of berries, earth”

$7.99

$95.88

C0117W2DC – Sauv. Blanc, 2013.
Bon Marche “Gripping, herbal”

$6.99

$83.88

Cabernet Sauvignon

SANTA
YNEZ
VALLEY

Block

15

alc.
13.8%
by vol.

$15.99

VINTNERS SERIES
V0217R1DC – Zinfandel, 2015.
$22.99
Hierogram “Lots of fruit, soft tannin”

$12.99 $155.88

V0217W1IZ – Pinot Gris, 2013.
Ant Moore “Long, energetic”

$18.99

$11.99 $143.88

V0217R2IA – Cabernet Sauv., 2013.
Argento “Long, enveloping”

$18.99

$12.99 $155.88

V0217W2DC – Chardonnay, 2015.
Kimmel “Imposing, crisp”

$18.99

$11.99 $143.88
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Earlier favorites at REORDER prices!
		Reorder
Item #
Wine Name
Retail Price Price

Case
Price

VINTNERS SERIES, cont.
V0117R1IF – Merlot Cabernet, 2015.
Grand Louis “Long, lush”

$19.99

$12.99 $155.88

V0117W1DC – Sauv. Blanc, 2014.
Michael David “Lovely citrus, lime”

$18.99

$11.99 $143.88

V0117R2DC – Syrah, 2011.
Burgess “Long, powerful”

$25.99

$12.99 $155.88

V0117W2DC – Chardonnay, 2015.
Tarrica “Rich spice, vanilla, cream”

$17.99

$11.99 $143.88

$25.99

$15.99 $191.88

L0217W3IF – Bordeaux, 2015.
$24.00
Chateau de Camarsac “Fruity, vanilla”

$14.99 $179.88

L0217R2DC – Cabernet Sauv., 2010.
Hawks Dale “Soft tannins, berries”

$29.00

$15.99 $191.88

L0217W4II – Soave, 2015.
Masi “Lovely citrus notes”

$24.99

$13.99 $167.88

L0117R1DC – Zinfendel/Syrah, 2013. $25.99
Highlander “Extracted with soft tannins”

$15.99 $191.88

L0117W3IF – Bordeaux, 2015.
Grand Louis “White peach, granite”

$23.99

$13.99 $167.88

L0117R2DC – Pinot Noir, 2012.
Hangtime “Cherry, roses”

$24.99

$15.99 $191.88

L0117W4II – Falaghina, 2015.
Grotta Della Janare “Insanely long”

$24.99

$13.99 $167.88

LIMITED SERIES
L0217R1DC – Pinot Noir, 2014.
Poiema “Loads of cherry, vanilla”
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TASTING NOTES

T A S T IN G N O T E S
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12-Bottle Case Club Gift Memberhsip
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Look for Unique Quality Gifts in the 2016 Holiday Catalog

WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB • 1-800-949-9463
www.wineofthemonthclub.com

TASTING NOTES

T A S T IN G N O T E S
Wine: _______________________ Color: ______________ Date ____________
Tasting Comments: _________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Overall Rating: _______________(1-100)

Wine: _______________________ Color: ______________ Date _____________
Tasting Comments: __________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Overall Rating: _______________(1-100)

WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB • 1-800-949-9463
www.wineofthemonthclub.com

