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In Memoriam Welcome Home!
Wially Munie “Never Again Will One Generation of
Veterans Abandon Another”

President’s Corner

This has been a very interesting year. The weather keeps changing back and forth, and the months seem to be slipping
away far too quickly: It's already July; and somehow it feels like I missed spring entirely.

I hope everyone is ready for the July 4th Parade. Those participating with the Plymouth Veterans Group will assemble in
Bodie's parking lot at Spot 16. Our group includes VFW Post 6695, VVA Chapter 528, other veterans, the VEW 6695
Auxiliary, and AVVA. We will be marching behind the Korean War Banner. Following us will be CrossCountry Mortgage,
one of the event sponsors, and then the Military Vehicle Collectors Club. Space will be available with the collectors’ club
for any walkers who may need to leave the parade route early. Due to the size of the parade, we may not be able to have
one of our vehicles following the walkers.

We are also assisting the VEW with the Art in the Park event, July 10-12, by helping with parking lot operations behind
E.G. Nicks. A signup sheet has been distributed through Don Dignan and continues to be updated. If you would like to
volunteer, we would appreciate your help. Feel free to bring your spouse along while you work—although suggesting a
shopping trip might not be the best idea on my part!

Our national organization continues to gain members. Whenever you meet a veteran, please ask whether they are
already a member or would like to join. Lifetime membership remains just $50.

Thank you for your continued support, and I look forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming events.

Bob Dew; Sgt.
Marine Corps Supply
H&MS 11, MAGT1,
st MAW

DalNang Airbase 1969




Digger’s Desk

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS

Euchre will continue on Thursday at 7:00PM until
the Car Shows end in September.

Pinochle will continue on Friday at 2:00PM
throughout the year.

Call in and come on down to the Post for a bite to eat
and a beer. Specials vary daily. Be wise, stay safe.

RECENTLY AND UPCOMING

Memorial Day was a beautiful day for a parade and
the crowd enthusiastically applauded as VVA, AVVA,
VFW and Auxiliary members marched down Main
Street. Afterward, everyone enjoyed a chili dog at the
post.

Father’s Day was, weather-wise, very nice and our son
treated all at Buddy’s Pizza.

The Nation’s 250th birthday on July 4th will kick oft
at 9:00AM as the parade steps off in front of Bode’s
Restaurant on Main Street. The Post will host a BBQ
Chicken Dinner beginning at Noon until sold out.

Car Shows have commenced and will continue every
Wednesday throughout the summer.

Art in the Park and the annual BBQ) rib dinner will
prompt the need for many volunteers, so when
publicized, step up and lend a hand.

The next general membership meeting will be on
Monday Julyr3 at 7:00PM. See you there. It’s a great
time to be an American, a Veteran, and a member of
Chapter 528.

Until Valhalla to all who have gone before us.

DJ K0Z

Don Dignan
D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968
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IN-COUNTRY
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Odds & Ends

Membership

This is one of the saddest months we have had as a
chapter, as we have lost 4 VVA members, 1 associate,
and the wife of another of our associates. We mourn
the passing of Walt Munie, Danny Cook, Dale
Worchester, Guido Capaldi, and Phil Pursell. Connie
Radachy; the wife of Joe Radachy has also passed on.
Our thoughts and prayers go to all their families.

There was 1 application for membership this past
month. Tim Broniak, Army; has joined the chapter.
Our current membership stands at 305 VVA and 8o
AVVA members. Of these, we have 79 life AVVA
members.

Lapsed Members: As of June 25, 2026, the
tollowing individuals have not renewed their
membership:

AVVA: Larry Snowden, Leeroy Griftin

Dropped from Roster: none

July AVVA Renewals: none
If you have already renewed, thank you. If you have
not, please do so before the end of the month to
keep your membership current.

July 4th

The Plymouth Fourth of July parade will take
place this year, starting at 9:00. Both the VVA and
the VFW will walk together on the 1.5-mile route.
Everyone is invited to participate. We will meet in
Bode’s Restaurant parking lot by 8:30.

The VFW will again have its annual chicken
dinners. It includes a half a chicken, baked potato,
slaw; and a roll. There will be 9o dinners available
(both dine-in and carryout) starting at noon. If you
want one, I suggest you come early as they sell pretty
quickly.

Car Shows

Again, Mother Nature has been very unkind to us
so far this year. We have had 4 cancellations in the
first 7 weeks of our season. First, it was the cold, then

the heat, and, of course, the rain. This is
disappointing to everyone who enjoys coming out
on Wednesdays to look at the cool cars, enjoy the
oldies music, and have some great food,
Hopefully the weather will improve as the
summer goes on.

Contact Information
If you change any of your contact information,
such as your address, email, or phone number,
please let me know so I can update our records.
We have lost track of several members because
we can no longer get in touch with them. My
email is: rlamoureux@wowway.com

Happy 250th birthday to our great nation!

8 Bob Lamoureux

Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
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Chaplain’s Corner

God’s Timing
Author - Kenneth Peterson
from Our Daily Bread

Until 1967, units of time were scientifically measured
by astronomical patterns: the spin of the Earth and
its revolution around the sun. But over the centuries,
a problem emerged. The Earth is actually slowing
down in its orbit. Scientists discovered that the unit
of the second is longer than it used to be. Gradual
though this is, since the day of Christ, the world has
“lost” a full three hours of measured time.

Of course, God created the ways we measure time:
the astronomy of orbits and revolutions. Scientists’
calculations may be squishier than we'd thought, but
we can stand firmly in Peter’s words: “With the Lord,
a day is like a thousand years” (2 Peter 3:8). Peter was
arguing against doubters who complained that Jesus
hadn’t returned yet. “The Lord is not slow in keeping
his promise, as some understand slowness.” (2 Peter
3:9) God works in His own time for His own

purposes.

There’s more: God’s “timing” is born out of his love:
“He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to
perish” (2 Peter 3:9). Jesus will return, and God wants
everyone to have the opportunity to come to Him.
This is an expression of His love. Meanwhile, we’re
to “make every effort to be found spotless” (2 Peter

3:14).

“Time, God, and love are linked together: In these
last days, God’s love is never squishy. It’s the one sure
thing!

Dear God, it’s mind-boggling when we try to figure
out the concept of time, but please help me embrace
that my time is in Your hands.

Chaplains’ Corner: Mike Steffes is still at Optalis
Health & Rehabilitation. His cell phone is
734739473199. Please give him a call and check in on
him, brothers! Bob Hallmark had a heart attack last
week and is at Marygrove at 5 Mile & Newburg,
recuperating. His phone # is 734-722-6879. Bobby
Somerville is in a nursing home and not doing well.

Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)
(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 73477512992
rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade
1968 - 1969

In Memoriam

Constance “Connie” Radachy
November 23, 1941 - June 17, 2026

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY



In Memoriam

Walt “Wally” Frank Munie
October 8, 1950 - June 6, 2026

Walter Frank Munie, Jr. of Commerce Township was born
October 8, 1950, in Detroit, Michigan, to Walter Frank Sr.
and Lillian Rita (nee Pohutsky) Munie. He died June 6,
2026, at the age of 75.

Walter is the beloved husband of 55 years to Barbara.
Loving father of Brian (Michelle) Munie, Kevin (Anna)
Munie and Philip Munie. Grandfather of Jacob. Dear
brother of David (Carrie) Munie, Estelle (the late Billy)
Kiser, Michaelene (Chuck) Gillis and Rita Dunning. He is
preceded in death by his brother Anthony (Claudia) Munie.
Numerous nieces, nephews, extended family members and
friends also survive him.

Wally served as a Scout Sniper for the USMC in Vietnam.
He spent his career as a Car Inspector for CSX RR. He
used his GI benefits to obtain a Private Pilot’s License with
a Seaplane Rating. He was a lifetime member of VFW and
Vietnam Veterans of America, and was active on the Board
of VFW Mayflower Post 6695. He was a dedicated
husband and proud father of 3 sons and a grandson. He
loved fishing and had an extensive collection of fishing
lures, sharing his lures and experience with his family on
many outdoor trips and cottage summers.

Obituary courtesy of Pete Glasgow

In Memoriam

Danny Cook
October 13, 1943 - May 25, 2026

Danny James Cook, 82, of Northville, passed away on May 25,
2026. He was born on October 13, 1943, in Trenton, Tennessee,
to the late Auther and Mildred Cook.

He is survived by his loving wife, Barbara, and his daughter,
Cheri Hinkle and her husband, Tim. He also leaves behind his
cherished grandchildren, Caitlyn Fierek and her husband, Trevor,
Amy Cook, Timmy Hinkle, and Saige Hinkle, along with his
beloved great-grandchildren, Easton and Sloane Fierek. Danny is
also survived by his sister, Bonnie Cook, and his faithful
companion, Buddy.

Danny proudly served his country in the United States Army. He
lived a life shaped by hard work, practical skill, and a sharp mind
for opportunity. Known for his “wheeling and dealing,” he had an
instinct for the next good opportunity and was always thinking
ahead. He could often be found working on tractors, cars, or
anything that needed fixing or flipping. His mind was always
active, and he approached life with the thoughtful patience and
good judgment of a man who understood the value of hard work
and timing.

He enjoyed staying busy and spending time doing the things he
loved. Danny played pool in a league and played music with the
Stone Country Band. He loved playing guitar, singing, and
listening to old country music. Those moments reflected a softer
side of him that family and friends will always remember. He also
appreciated quiet moments and found comfort in life’s simple
pleasures. Danny was a deep thinker who never needed to say a
great deal to make his presence known. His wisdom came
through in his actions, his observations, and the calm, steady way
he carried himself through life.

Danny will be remembered as a wise, thoughtful, and gentle man
whose life touched many people in meaningful ways. He had a
way of making others feel at ease, and his steady nature left a
lasting impression on those fortunate enough to know him. His
legacy lives on through the family he loved, the memories he
created, and the many lessons he shared simply by the way he
lived.



In Memoriam
Phil Pursell

Phil Pursell passed away peacefully, surrounded by his family;
on May 30, 2026. Born on January 23, 1961, in Wyandotte,
Michigan, Phil’s life was marked by dedication, service, and
an unwavering commitment to those he loved. Phil was
preceded in death by his loving parents, Congressmen Carl
D. and Peggy Pursell.

Phil was the proud owner of Main Street Auto Wash of
Plymouth from 1991-2017; he passed on his legacy to his
Daugher, Sarah, and Son-inlaw Joe. Phil was also a man
committed to public service, proudly serving as a City
Commissoner from 20012007 and as Mayor of the City of
Plymouth from 2007 to 2009—a role in which he made a
lasting impact on the city and its residents.

Phil’s legacy is carried forward by his loving wife, Paula, who
stood by his side through all seasons of life. He was a proud
father to three beloved children: Kim Reiher (Tim), Sami
Werman (James), and Sarah Maltese (Joe), each of whom
holds his memory close. His greatest role in life was “Papa
Phil” to Eleanor Maltese, Annabelle Werman, Paige Reiher,
Noah Reiher, Hailey Perez (Cameron), Anthony Robinson,
and Jack Robinson, who brought light and laughter into his
world. Phil was also a dear brother to Mark Pursell (Barb)
and Kathy Martin (Brad). Loving Uncle to many nieces and
nephews - with whom he shared a lifetime of memories and
laughter.

Those who wish to honor the memory of Phil are invited to
consider a contribution to VFW Post 6695, 1426 South Mill
Street, Plymouth, MI 48170. Contribution envelopes will be
available at the Funeral Home.

Phil Pursell’s life was a testament to hard work, leadership,
and above all, love. His departure leaves a profound void, but
his legacy will continue to guide and inspire all who knew
him. He will be deeply missed, fondly remembered, and
forever honored. “Steady as she Goes”.

In Memoriam

Dale M. Worcester
1939 - May 6, 2026

Dale Worcester, age 87, passed away on
May 6, 2026, in Kalispell, Montana. No
services are planned. Buffalo Hill
Funeral Home is caring for the family.



In Memoriam Vietnam. Although he was a sergeant (E-5), his
investigations could only be stopped by a general

Richard Waldecker or higherranking officer (e.g., the President of the
February 21, 1943 - June 20 2026 United States). The fact that he understood
Vietnamese was kept classified from fellow
agents, but proved to be useful. His expertise with
vehicles was tested by driving army jeeps at 70
miles per hour through the jungle at night with
the headlights off to avoid being sniped by the
Viet Cong (VO). Of greater concern than the VC
was the possibility of hitting a water buffalo,
which thankfully did not happen. After returning
stateside in September 1969, Richard performed
background checks on individuals entering the
U.SS. Army while being stationed in Rockford,
Illinois. According to one story, he and a fellow
agent were handed a notebook left in a diner that
listed funding sources to groups terrorizing
college campuses and government buildings at
that time. The notebook was passed along to his
command and was used to prevent further
attacks. Richard was honorably discharged from
the United States Army in July 1970 and returned

_

Richard Waldecker was born February 21, 1943 in

Dearborn, Michigan, to Edwin and Ethel Waldecker. to work at Ford.

Growing up on Audrey Street in Dearborn, he

watched Ford build its Research and Engineering He was briefly president of the Canton
campus. He graduated from Edsel Ford High School Historical Society and contributed to moving
in 1961, and as a young adult, he worked to put the Cady-Boyer Barn to Cherry Hill Village in
himself through college, stocking shelves at Kroger. 2006. After retirement from Ford in 2007, he
In May 1966, he began applying his innate knowledge was involved in the local Veterans of Foreign
of cars and mechanics to a position at Ford Motor Wars post, the Early Engine Club, the 101st
Company, where he worked until February 2007. By Airborne associations, and the Association of
August 1971, he received his Bachelor of Arts degree Former Intelligence Officers.

from the Detroit Institute of Technology.
Richard also spent time in the mid-2010s

Both his work and education were interrupted in speaking to veterans on the impact that

June 1967 when he was drafted into the United States exposure to Agent Orangg ha_s had on the
Army. He was first stationed at Fort Holabird in health of many who were in Vietnam,
Baltimore, Maryland, where he was trained to be a mcludmg f’llm..He was dlagnoseq with
counterintelligence agent. During the summer of Parkinson’s Disease in 2016, which prompted
1968, he was sent to the Army Language School at a move many years later to Northville

Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas, to learn Vietnamese. Township for enhanced levels of care.

Arriving in Vietnam on September 11, 1968, Richard
served as an intelligence agent attached to the 1015t
Airborne. He applied his extraordinary memory and
thorough investigative techniques to understanding
the background and behaviors of both the enemy and
army personnel. Richard had many stories from



July 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
CAR SHOW 4 | EUCHRE 7 PINOCHLE 2 | JULY 44
PARADE 9
BBQ
CHICKEN
BBQ DINNER
GOLF AUXMEET | CAR SHOW 4 | EUCHRE 7 PINOCHLE 2 | ART IN THE
6:30 ART IN THE | PARK
PARK

12

ART IN THE
PARK

13

GOLF
VVA MEET 7

14

VFW MEET 7

15

CAR SHOW 4

16

EUCHRE 7

17

PINOCHLE 2

18

19

20

GOLF

21

HOUSE
COMM MEET
7

22

CAR SHOW 4

23

EUCHRE 7

24

PINOCHLE 2

25

26

27

GOLF

28

VVA BOARD
MEET 7

29

CAR SHOW 4

30

EUCHRE 7

31

PINOCHLE 2

July Birthdays

Dennis Aten, Terry Atkins, David Beaty, Dennis Blake, Bill Brisbois, David
Cole, Randall Cooper, Gordon Dorey, Gary Estermyer, James Harvey, Ed
Hopkins, Mike Hucal, John Iaquinta, Timothy LaGrow, Bob Lamoureux,
Jerry Lesniak, Victor Mamayek, Philip Menendez, Donald Nippa, Stephen
Olson, James Pawlukiewicz, Frank Randall, William Ray, Joseph Radachy,
Elaine Roeseler, Richard Schmidt, Joseph Stachowski, John Stephens,
Robert Taylor, Tom Trestler, Richard Waling, and Terry Wasalaski.

Calendar by
Nancy Dignan
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Chapter Officers

President Bob Dew 734-968-3267

1st Vice President  Joe Tebor
2nd Vice President  Rick Waling

734737778329
425759176153

Secretary Harley Waling 734-837-6704
Treasurer John Fleming 7347421-0149
Board of Directors

Don Petrere 73475951422 Don Dignan 734737775337
Al Sneath 7347377-5337 Leo Ksiazek  734-464-2870

Jerry Thomason 734-895-5257  Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943
Tom Fedewa  734-404-6598 Darrell Bazman 734-207-3197

Committees

A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-18
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734741675159
Chaplain Rich Whipple 7347751-2992
Chapter Historian Dave Banks 7347765-2145
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149
Membership Bob Lamoureux  734-397-8389

Homefront Newsletter

Editor & Publisher Tom Brown

313732075775

Editor Don Dignan 7347525-0157
Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734741675159
Ron King 734767976424
Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
Product Sales Rick Demeester  248-486-9981
POW/MIA
Public Affairs Don Dignan 7347525-0157
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-421-0149
State Delegate Rick Waling 425-591-6153
State Alt. Delegate Terry Wells 734-776-1891
State Alt. Delegate Ron King 734745474522
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734745474522
Vietnam War 5oth Com. Ron King 734745474522
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267
Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066
John Spencer 734-716-0619
Dennis Bielskis ~ 248-767-1654
Tom Brown 313732075775

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officer (VSO)
Rich LeGault 734-800-9399
Canton CBOC (Tues. & Fri.)
RLEGAULT.VSO@outlook.com

Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center

Dearborn Cirisis Center 313-584-7800
VA Medical Center Detroit 313-576-1000
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer

31373811370

July 2026

Chapter 528 Website: wwwvvas28.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvvas28.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Our Service Photos

VVA Chapter 528 has 168 VVA members’ service
photos and 3 AVVA members’ service photos
displayed on our website and in our display case at the
Post. I’'m sure most members have a photo of
themselves lying around somewhere. When you find
your photo, you can either mail it to Tom Brown @
17730 Snow Ave. Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and
send it to: tombrowni949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg,
send a text message to my phone 313-320-5775, or
bring it to our general membership meetings, and give
it to Jim Hodgson or Ron King. Include your name,
branch of service, and the year the photo was taken.
Don Petrere will place the copied service photo in our
display case.

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher
2nd Missile Battalion NSE.
44th Artillery Pershing
Ft. Sill, OK Istyear |

HHD III Corps
Ft. Sill, OK 2nd year

Election Committee
Bob Bryan
Al Dorey

Bob Lamoureux

National Leadership Conference
John Heraghty

Al Sneath

Rick Waling

Bob Dew

Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer, or photo to Tom
Brown, 17730 Snow Ave, Dearborn, MI 48124, or email Tom at tombrownig49@gmail.com. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property of
VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the Chapter, the editors, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).
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“TROPHIES & ENGRAVING
Ed Duprey

Owner

32635 Ford Road Phone: (734) 266 - 1815
Garden City, Ml 48135 Fax: (734) 266 - 1817
(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) www.greatlakestrophies.com
Hours: 9 -6 Weekdays / 9 - Noon Sat. E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com

DONATE YOUR CAR TO

«Where you can still claim
Fair Market Blue Book Value

«Car ion is 100% tax ible and
pick up is free

Helping Those Who Help Otbers « Assisted over 2,000 worthy organizations
in our community

CALL TODAY: (313) 255-1000
or donate online at charitymotors.org

Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528
when turning in your vehicle.

Insured Free Estimates

INCORPORATED

Specializing in:
Harry Yaremchuk Trimming & Pruning
(734) 522-6215 Tree, Shrub & Stump Removal

* landscape design ‘@ installation
* lawn ‘@ landscape maintenance
* snow ‘R ice management

Matthew Gorski
President

(248) 676.8508 office
(248) 676.8557 fax

yourwaypropertyservices(@comcast.net

WWW.MYLIFEFORCE.NET/RT

1 248 671.2280

PRODUCTS THAT MAKE
PFOPLE-HEALTHIER

www.mylifefiree.net /o

Main Street Auto Wash

“‘the freshwater wash”
1191 S. Main Street Phil Pursell
Plymouth, M| 48170 (734) 455-9685

aiphagraphics

DESIGN m COPY ® PRINT » COMMUNICATE

7994 Lilley Road « Canton, Michigan 48187

Phone 734.455.6550 « Fax 734.455-3740
Email us336@alphagraphics.com
www.us336.alphagraphics.com T

Frank S. Barkovich

Accounting & Tax Service

* Individual / Business Taxes  * Business Coaching
* Small Business Specialists  * Veteran Owned

P.O. 871831

734-748-5168
Canton, M| 48187-7531

frabar2136@gmail.co

=1l LPL Financial

Bob Carris
Registered Principal

40400 Ann Arbor Rd

DR
)37 Nfmle
PATRIOT SUPPLY
FAITH % FAMILY % FREEDOM
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
ANTHONY AND KELLY COLLINS
134-404-5886

470 FOREST AVE. « SUITE #17 « PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
Thebrass@dartpatriotsupply.com * www.dartpatriotsupply.com

I0
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Chapter 528 Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (a minimum of 180 days) in the
Republic of Vietnam between November 1, 1955 and May 7, 1975, or in any other duty location between August 5,
1964 and May 7, 1975.

Name email

Phone

Present Address
City State Zip Code
Branch of Service

Date of Birth Today’s Date

| am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 and $50
Lifetime Membership fee

I am not a Vietham Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member. One may become an
Associate Member (AVVA) for 1 year $20 Life membership ($100). Current VVA members can
support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50.

Return this form to: —
Vietnam Veterans of America p ET%
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 g{lﬂl\g

P.O. Box 6319 Ty
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 owag\ov
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