Terri Nicosia Evans, Debbie Ryan-Gallo,

and Sue Reeves are just three of the many

VEW Auxiliary helpers for the VVA

barbecue dinners and parking attendants

at the Plymouth Fall Festival.
Photo courtesy of Cathy Brya-Rotta
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Welcome Home!

Homefront Staff

Tom Brown - Editor & Publisher

Don Dignan - Editor & Columnist

Bob Dew - President & Columnist

Bob Lamoureux - Membership & Columnist
Rich Whipple - Chaplain & Columnist
Nancy Dignan - Calendar

Norma Gordon Baxter - Photos

Dave Banks - Photos

Cathy Brya-Rotta - Photo

Distribution Staff
Jim Hodgson - Chief

Ron King
Dale Luebke

“Never Again Will One Generation of

Veterans Abandon Another”

Wow, September was a hectic month. I want to thank all the wonderful volunteers who helped to make the
RIB Dinner, Veterans Tent, and Parking Lot all successful. Seeing so many Members and Associates
volunteering their time to participate in Chapter and VFW events was great. I'm looking for more joining us
in the future. Don Dignan, John Heraghty, Mike Kelly, Al Sneath, Ruth Lamoureux, Irish Gallo, Sue
McMullen, Tanner Trafelet, John Fleming, Gary Estermyer, Ruth Barnhill, Tom McMullen, Hanah Sneath,
Bob Cohen, Terri Nicosia, Ron Bator, Bob Nicosia, Shirley Jaliad, Mark Gallo, Al Dorey, Tim Dunatchik,
Darrel Bazman, Bob Lamoureux, Dale Lubke, Rick Waling, Ron King, Harley Wailing, Rich Whipple, John
Heraghty, Tom Moricz, Mark Gallo, Charles Kovalik, Rich Adis, John Fleming, Don McLane, Don Dignan,
‘Walt Munie, George Mason, Larry Eichstadt, Tom Fedewa, Pete Glasgow;, Bob Lamoureux, John McClure,
Bryan Bentley and myself. Several worked at more than one event during the weekend. I hope I didn’t forget

anyone.

Bob Dew; Sgt.

1st MAW

Marine Corps Supply
H&MS 11, MAGi,

DalNang Airbase 1969




and running the car show on Saturday and Sunday
took a lot of coordination and manpower.
Thankfully many stepped up to the plate so we
Odds & Ends could get the job done and done well. The chapter
and the post did well for our efforts. Kudos to all!

” Bob Lamoureux

. - Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
MemberShlp o “Mobile Riverines”

There were no applications for membership this
past month. Our current membership stands at 315
VVA and 86 AVVA members. Of these, we have 8o
life AVVA members.

Lapsed Members: As of September 25, 2024, the
tollowing individuals have not renewed their
membership: Bill McCully

Dropped from Roster: none

October AVVA Renewals: none
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have
not, please do so before the end of the month to
keep your membership current.

Wednesday Car Shows

The car shows ended on September 4th on a
perfect sunny day. We did have 4 weatherrelated
cancellations this year but still had a very successful
season. Thanks go to Dave Henwood and his crew
for all their hard work.

Photo courtesy of Cathy Brya-Rotta

VFW Golf Outing

The newsletter was published before the outing
was held but I can tell you it will be profitable again
this year mainly due to an increase in the number of
teams entered. Last year we had 11 and this year we
have 16 for sure and possibly a 17th. I'll have a full
report next month.

Fall Festival
I don’t know how we did it but we pulled it off. =
Running the parking lot behind E.G. Nicks for 3 days, |E!"
preparing and serving the spare rib dinners on Friday, 8
manning the beer tent on Friday and Saturday night,
Kokomo 2024
Photo courtesy of Norma Gordon Basxter



Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)

Chaplain’s Corner
(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)

The Appointment Cell: 7347512992
Author Bill Crowder rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
Our Daily Bread HHC/2/503rd Infantry griemm
173rd Airborne Brigade

1968 - 1969

On November 22, 1963, US President John F. Kennedy,
philosopher and writer Aldous Huxley; and Christian
apologist C.S. Lewis all died—three well-known men
with radically different worldviews. Huxley, an
agnostic, still dabbled in Eastern mysticism. Kennedy, !
though a Roman Catholic, held to a humanistic o
philosophy. Lewis was a former atheist who, as an
Anglican, became an outspoken believer in Jesus.
Death is no respecter of persons as all three of these
well-known men faced their appointment with death
on the same day!

The Bible says that death entered the human
experience when Adam and Eve disobeyed in the
Garden of Eden (Genesis 3) - a sad reality that has _ _
marked human history. Death is the great equalizer or, ) -

as one person put it, the appointment no one can Plymouth Fall Festival 2024

avoid. This is the point of Hebrews 9:27, where we Members preparing ribs for a rib dinner at E.G.
read, “People are destined to die once and after that to  Nicks of Downtown Plymouth tent.

face judgment.” Photo courtesy of Lisa Heraghty

‘Where do we find hope about our appointment with

death and what follows? In Christ! Romans 6:23 = _ 3

captures this truth perfectly: “The wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” How did this gift of God become available? ™~
Jesus, the Son of God, died to destroy death and rose ~ * _*8
from the grave to offer us life forever (2 Timothy 1:10).

Chaplain’s Corner: Our VVA Chapter will not do
the Joy Road Clean Up after doing it for nearly 30
years. Thank you to all of you who came out and did
your thing. It’s time for someone else to take our
place! Don Dignan had an emergency appendectomy
surgery and while he was recovering the doctors found X%

he had a bleeding ulcer. Don is now recovering at St. Kok

Mary’s Hospital. Mike Steffes’ sister Judy, a long-time 0XOomo 2024

smoker, found out that she now has cancer, asking for Photo courtesy of Norma Gordon Baxter
prayers. Ted Enright moved from the VVA Hospital to

Botsford/Beaumont on Grand River. Please check in

with him at 734-564-1699.



Joy Road - Adopt-A-Road Pick-up July 23, 2016

Back Row: Doug “Fox man” Fox, Bob “Ramalam” Lamoureux, Pat “All World” Doherty, Gary “Ouch”
Boucher, Don “Digger” Dignan, Gregg “Double G” Kremkow, and Denny “Fill ‘er up” Fuelling.

Front Row: Phil “Hawaii 5-0” Cabreros, Rich”Airborne” Whipple, Al "1st. Cav rocks” Sneath, Larry
“Gore man” Kilgore, Bobby “Go Blue” Somerville, Louie “Convertible man” Dorka, Terry “Not Mary”
Wells, and Skip “Rope” Davison. Charlie “Ooh Ra” Kotcher caught up with us after the picture was
taken and finished up strong.

The End of the Road

Talking to many guys who have helped to Clean Up Joy Road for many years, our guys say "Let's give it
up”. I phoned the gentleman in charge that we were done with Adopt-A-Road.

Our first "Adopt-A-Road Clean Up was in 1998. Those who were there were Skip Tregear, Tim
Greenhoot, Art Stanley, Gary Estermyer, Dale Luebke, Bob Paul, Bill Gravett, John Fleming, Doug Fox,
Joe Agius, Pete Glasgow, Ron Jones, and myself. The most we ever had for the Clean Up, was July 23,
2016, when we had 18 on hand. (See the above photo)

I have many of the "picker uppers" that some of you might want for picking up around your home, etc.
Let me know if you would like some of these!

Thank all of you for participating.
Whip



October 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
AUX MEET EUCHRE 7:00 PINOCHLE
6:30 2:00

GOLF

8

VFW MEET
7:00

9

EUCHRE 7:00

10

11

PINOCHLE
2:00
KARAOKE

12

CASSEROLE
DINER 5-7

13

14

GOLF
VVA MEET
7:00

15

HOUSE
COMM MEET
7:00

16

EUCHRE 7:00

17

18

PINOCHLE
2:00

19

20

21

GOLF

22

23

EUCHRE 7:00

24

25

PINOCHLE
2:00

26

27

28

BLOOD
DRIVEN 1:30-
7:30

GOLF

29

VVA BOARD
MEET 7:00

30

EUCHRE 7:00

31

HALLOWEEN

October Birthdays

Douglas Appleyard, Richard Balish, Darrell Bazman, Richard Blandina, John
Burczyk, Michael Cloar, Bob Cohen, Patrick Colbeck, Danny Cook, William
Cottrell, Doyle “Skip” Davison, Betty Durham, Paul Enderle, Robert Genna,
Donald Green, Michael Hoben, Robert Humphrey, Michael Kelly, Estelle
Kiser, Drew Koet, Ruth Koscielnia, John Krawcke, Ruth Lamoureux,
Lawrence Letke, Emory Meier, Ron Michalak, Thomas Moricz, Walter
Munie, Dennis Northrop, Margot Parr, Douglas Patterson, Jerry Pazdan,
Vincent Petransky, Roy Pistor, Stephan Retherford, Loren Roberts, Debra
Schnettler, Glen Sedam, John Shenkaruk, Henry Sikes, Craig Socia, Ronald
Strochine, Arthur Surdu, William Taylor, Raymond Thomas,

Calendar by
Nancy Dignan



KOKOMO REUNION 2024

I want to thank everyone for
ensuring I had a great time. One
more reason for us to stay
together. We are truly family.

Photos courtesy of Dave Banks




Photos from Kokomo Reunion 2024
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“‘
Chapter Officers .
President Bob Dew 734-068-3267 Chapter 528 Website: wwwvvas28.org

1st Vice President Ron King
2nd Vice President ~ Pete Glasgow

Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvvas28.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

734767976424
734745479663

Secretary Mike Kelly 248-974-8695
Treasurer John Fleming 7347421-0149 Our SerViCC PhOtOS
Board of Directors VVA Chapter 528 has 168 VVA members’ service

photos and 3 AVVA members’ service photos
displayed on our website and in our display case at the

Darrell Bazman  734-207-3197 Don Petrere  734-595-1422

DonDignan 73452570157 Al Sneath 73473775337
Gene Spurgess  248-887-621  Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943

Jerry Thomason 734-895-5257  Larry Eichstadt 734-353-0343

Post. I'm sure most members have a photo of
themselves laying around somewhere. When you find
your photo you can either mail it to Tom Brown @

Committees )
A.O,/Health Care Bob Dew 7340683267 17730 Snow Ave. Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-968-3267 send it to: tombrowni949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg,
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley  734-604-6066 bring it to our general membership meetings and give
By Laws Jim Hodgson 734 41675159 it to Tom or Dean Bell or bring it to the VFW. Be
Chaplain Rich Whipple 73477512992 . .

Chapter Historian Dave Banks 7347652145 sure to include your name, branch of service and the
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-968-3267 year the photo was taken. Don Petrere will place the
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 73442170149 copied service photo in our display case.

Membership Bob Lamoureux  734-397-8389

Homefront Newsletter

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher

Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313732075775 2nd Missile Battalion
Editor Don Dignan 734°525-0157 44th Artillery Pershing
Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734741675159 Ft. Sill, OK Ist year
Ron King 734767976424
Dale Luebke 248-403-4244 HHD III Corps
Ft. Sill, OK 2nd year
Product Sales Rick Demeester  248-486-9981
POW/MIA
Public Affairs Don Dignan 7347525-0157
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-421-0149
State Delegate John Heraghty 734-845-7444
State Alt.Delegate John Spencer 734-397-8975
State Alt. Delegate Terry Wells 734-776-1891
State Alt. Delegate Ron King 734745474522
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734745474522
Vietnam War soth Com. Ron King 73474544522
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267
Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066
John Spencer 734-716-0619
Dennis Bielskis ~ 248-767-1654

Tom Brown 313732075775

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officer (VSO)
Rich LeGault 734-800-9399
Canton CBOC (Tues. & Fri.)
RLEGAULT.VSO@outlook.com

Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center 313-381-1370

31358477800
313-§76-1000

73477697100

Dearborn Cirisis Center
VA Medical Center Detroit
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer

Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or
photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tombrownr949@gmail.com. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become
the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editors, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).


http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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“TROPHIES & ENGRAVING
Ed Duprey

Owner

32635 Ford Road Phone: (734) 266 - 1815
Garden City, Ml 48135 Fax: (734) 266 - 1817
(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) www.greatlakestrophies.com
Hours: 9 -6 Weekdays / 9 - Noon Sat. E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com

* landscape design ‘@ installation
* lawn ‘@ landscape maintenance
* snow ‘R ice management

Matthew Gorski
President

(248) 676.8508 office
(248) 676.8557 fax

yourwaypropertyservices(@comcast.net

DONATE YOUR CAR TO

«Where you can still claim
Fair Market Blue Book Value

«Car ion is 100% tax ible and
pick up is free

Helping Those Who Help Otbers « Assisted over 2,000 worthy organizations
in our community

CALL TODAY: (313) 255-1000
or donate online at charitymotors.org

Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528
when turning in your vehicle.

Insured Free Estimates

INCORPORATED

Specializing in:
Harry Yaremchuk Trimming & Pruning
(734) 522-6215 Tree, Shrub & Stump Removal

WWW.MYLIFEFORCE.NET/RT

1 248 671.2280

PRODUCTS THAT MAKE
PFOPLE-HEALTHIER

www.mylifefiree.net /o

Main Street Auto Wash

“‘the freshwater wash”
1191 S. Main Street Phil Pursell
Plymouth, M| 48170 (734) 455-9685

aiphagraphics

DESIGN m COPY ® PRINT » COMMUNICATE

7994 Lilley Road « Canton, Michigan 48187

Phone 734.455.6550 « Fax 734.455-3740
Email us336@alphagraphics.com
www.us336.alphagraphics.com T

Frank S. Barkovich

Accounting & Tax Service

* Individual / Business Taxes  * Business Coaching
* Small Business Specialists  * Veteran Owned

P.O. 871831 734-748-5168
Canton, M| 48187-7531 frabar2136@gmail.co

=1l LPL Financial

Bob Carris
Registered Principal

40400 Ann Arbor Rd



mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com

Chapter 528 Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (a minimum of 180 days) in the
Republic of Vietnam between November 1, 1955 and May 7, 1975, or in any other duty location between August 5,
1964 and May 7, 1975.

Name email

Phone

Present Address
City State Zip Code
Branch of Service

Date of Birth Today’s Date

| am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 and $50
Lifetime Membership fee

I am not a Vietham Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member. One may become an
Associate Member (AVVA) for 1 year $20 Life membership ($100). Current VVA members can
support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50.

Return this form to: —
Vietnam Veterans of America p ET%
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 g{lﬂl\g

P.O. Box 6319 Ty
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 owag\ov
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