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Welcome Home!

President’s Corner


Distribution Staff

Bob Dew, Sgt. 
Marine Corps Supply
H&MS 11, MAG11, 
1st MAW
DaNang Airbase 1969

Veterans Day Ceremony 2016

We have a very important Month before all of us, so make sure we all do our part and VOTE in the 
upcoming election. In addition, remind friends, relatives, and fellow citizens that their vote is an important 
part of maintaining our Country.  It is that time of year again when the weather begins to create a change in 
temperature, color, and a build-up of leaves on the ground.  I still miss the smell of burning leaves of days 
past.
Everyone should have received their copy of the Veteran and the articles covering the Toxic Exposure 
Research Act that the VVA fought for and a new bill Molly R. Loomis Research for Descendants of Toxic 
Exposed Veterans Act of 2024.  Jack McManus asked us all to contact our members of Congress to sign-on to 
the bill and get it passed in the 118th Congress.
The Maple tree is down and cleaned up ready for the cement work to begin in the Leon Suchorski Memorial 
Area.  The cement work will be starting next week and probably be completed within a few days.
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Rick Adis was named the “Veteran Hero of 
the Game” at the Plymouth Ice Arena for 
the USA Ice Hockey team.  The recognition 
was held on October 12, 2024.

Membership

     We lost 3 members this past month. I recently 
learned that Roy Pistor died in May 2023. Although not 
well known he had been a member for 17 years.  Dean 
Bell and Bill Petrere have transferred out of our chapter. 
Dean is transferring to the Dearborn chapter which is 
closer to his home and Bill no longer wants to be 
associated with a chapter so he is becoming an at-large 
member. We wish them both well. Our current 
membership stands at 312 VVA and 85 AVVA members. 
Of these, we have 80 life AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of October 25, 2024, the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership: Bill McCully
     Dropped from Roster: none
    November AVVA Renewals: none
If you have already renewed, thank you. If you have not, 
please do so before the end of the month to keep your 
membership current.
 

VVA National Membership

     The VVA achieved a milestone in September as its 
membership passed 92,000. It now stands at 92,169. Of 
those, we have 1,475 women veterans. AVVA 
membership stands at 11,169 It is amazing that our 
numbers continue to grow with all the uncertainty 
about our future. Michigan’s Chapter 154 remains the 
5th largest chapter in the country while Michigan 
remains the 5th largest state in VVA membership and 
2nd in AVVA membership. The average chapter size is 
120 members.

Veterans Day

     There will be a ceremony on Veteran’s Day at the 
Plymouth Veterans Park in downtown Plymouth at 
11:00. This event will be followed by a lunch of SOS at 
the VFW post. Everyone is invited to attend. As usual, 
there are several restaurants also serving free meals to 
veterans throughout the day.

VFW Golf Outing

    The day was dreary with light rain on and off most of 
the day but that didn’t stop the 66 players who showed 
up. Mark Gallo’s team won again this year and 

unfortunately, my team came in last. The meal back 
at the post afterwards was delicious and everyone 
had a good time. The outing netted the post about 
$3,000 with another $700 spent in the lounge. A 
huge thank you to everyone who participated in any 
capacity.

Christmas Tree

     My wife Ruth will be putting up our patriotic 
Christmas tree in the lounge in November, I invite 
anyone who has a family member or friend who is a 
deceased veteran to put an ornament with their 
picture on it on the tree so we can remember them 
as we gather at the post.    
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Chaplain’s Corner


Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)

 (A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 734-751-2992

rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

The Appointment

Author Bill Crowder

Our Daily Bread

Gary Estermyer and John Riling III attended 
VVA’s National Board meeting in Washington D.C. 
John is the President of Michigan State Council, 
Region 5 Director, and VVA National Veterans 
Benefits Committee Chairman. Gary is Michigan 
State Council Secretary, the Committee Secretary 
for VVA’s Veterans Benefits and the committee 
chair for the Constitution/Bylaws, Fund.

As the “voice of the Denver Nuggets,” team 
chaplain Kyle Speller is most known for his rip-
roaring, public address announcing during the 
championship basketball club’s games. “Let’s go!” 
he thunders into the mic, and thousands of onsite 
NBA fans and millions more watching or listening 
to the action react to the voice that earned 
Speller’s nomination as the 2022 All-Star Game PA 
Announcer. “I know how to feel the crowd and 
kind of set that home court atmosphere,” he says. 
Still, every word of his voice artistry—featured 
also in TV and radio commercials—is to glorify 
God. His work, Speller adds, is “just doing 
everything for an audience of One.”

The apostle Paul stressed a similar ethic to the 
Colossian church, whose members let doubts 
about Christ’s divinity and sovereignty seep into 
their practical lives. Instead, Paul wrote, 
“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do 
it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him” 
(Colossians 3:17).

Paul added, “Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters” (v. 23). For Kyle Speller, that includes his 
role as a chaplain, of which he says, “That’s kind of 
my purpose here . . . and the announcing is the 
icing on the cake.” Our own work for God can be 
just as sweet for our audience of One.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Chaplain’s Corner:  I was very happy that my 
good friend, Roger Shanks, phoned me.  He was at 
Medilodge in Milford for several months and is 
now home. It sounds to me like he is certainly 
getting better.  Good work, Roger!  As we all know, 

Don Dignan is a tough guy, and we are all 
thankful that he is out of the hospital and 
back at home.  Welcome home, Don!  Ted 
Enright just got home from the hospital also 
and sounds very happy to be back home. Give 
him a call!
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November Birthdays

Calendar by

Nancy Dignan

November 2024

Lewis Agius, Billy Ray Arm, Debby Bradley, Robert Brothers, Jason Bryan, 
Jerry Brzys, Gary Bush, Tim Curtis, Michael Dalessandro, Norma Demerly, 
Bob Dew, Richard Dunn, Ted Enright, John Fleming, Bruce Glenn, Robert 
Harris, William Kumm, William Lapham, John D. Larabell, Ronald Lowrie, 
Robert Maddox, Timothy Makins, Charles Migyanka, Art Ohanian, Danny 
Olson, Mary Jo Petrere, Michael Richardson, Anthony Rypkowski, Charles 
Sauber, Bill Simpson, Philip Skover, Jeffrey Snyder, Judith Ann Sterling, John 
Stewart, Rodney Tanner, Alice Thomas, Bryan Wagner, Terry Wells, Rich 
Whipple and Michael Willey
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Time Bell Ringer On Call Backup

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I WILL BE DELIVERING THE KETTLE TO THIS SITE

9:00am to 10:00am Name Ron King Tom Trestler

Bob Dew XXXXXXXXX
____________________________________________________________________________
10:00am to 11:00am Name Pete Glasgow Gary Estermyer

 Rich Whipple XXXXXXXXX
____________________________________________________________________________
11:00am to 12:00pm Name Jidm Hodgson _____________________

 Gary Meier XXXXXXXXX
____________________________________________________________________________
12:00pm to 1:00pm Name Dominic Grunas _____________________

 Bob Cohen XXXXXXXXX
____________________________________________________________________________
1:00pm to 2:00pm Name Dale Roeseler _____________________

 Elaine Roeseler XXXXXXXXX
____________________________________________________________________________
2:00pm to 3:00pm Name Roger Ridley Terry Wells

 Denny Fuelling XXXXXXXXX

AT THE END OF YOUR SHIFT, THE SALVATION ARMY WILL PICK UP THE KETTLE 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING
HOLIDAY MARKET

520 S LILLEY ROAD

SATURDAY DECEMBER 14, 2024

 

CANTON

2012       2011
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VFW Auxiliary 6695 Meat Raffle
Saturday, November 9, 2024
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Chapter 528 Homefront      November 2024

Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion

44th Artillery Pershing  

Ft. Sill, OK 1st year

HHD III Corps   

Ft. Sill, OK 2nd year


Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 168 VVA members’ service 
photos and 3 AVVA members’ service photos 
displayed on our website and in our display case at the 
Post. I’m sure most members have a photo of 
themselves laying around somewhere. When you find 
your photo you can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 
17730 Snow Ave. Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and 
send it to: tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, 
bring it to our general membership meetings and give 
it to Tom or Dean Bell or bring it to the VFW.  Be 
sure to include your name, branch of service and the 
year the photo was taken. Don Petrere will place the 
copied service photo in our display case. 

Chapter Officers                 	     

President          Bob Dew                734-968-3267 
1st Vice President      Ron King                734-679-6424    
2nd Vice President       Pete Glasgow                734-454-9663 
Secretary                       Mike Kelly                248-974-8695 
Treasurer                       John Fleming                734-421-0149   
 
Board of Directors 
Darrell Bazman     734-207-3197    Don Petrere        734-595-1422 
Don Dignan          734-525-0157     Al Sneath             734-377-5337 
Gene Spurgess      248-887-621      Gary Estermyer  313-283-6943
 Jerry Thomason  734-895-5257    Tom Fedewa 734-404-6598

Committees

A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-968-3267 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-968-3267 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Dave Banks 734-765-2145  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-968-3267 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-320-5775 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
      Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Rick Demeester 248-486-9981
POW/MIA  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-421-0149
State Delegate John Heraghty 734-845-7444 
State Alt.Delegate John Spencer 734-397-8975 
State Alt. Delegate Terry Wells 734-776-1891 
State Alt. Delegate Ron King 734-454-4522  
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-454-4522  
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267

Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
John Spencer 734-716-0619 
Dennis Bielskis 248-767-1654 
Tom Brown 313-320-5775

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officer (VSO)  
Rich LeGault 734-800-9399
Canton CBOC (Tues. & Fri.)
RLEGAULT.VSO@outlook.com
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer

Articles, flyers, calendars, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer, or image to 
Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124, or email Tom at tombrown1949@gmail.com. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the 
property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editors, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528 

 when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168 
frabar2136@gmail.com

mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com
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Vietnam Veterans of America


VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (a minimum of 180 days) in the 
Republic of Vietnam between November 1, 1955 and May 7, 1975, or in any other duty location between August 5, 
1964 and May 7, 1975.


Name__________________________________________  email _______________________________________

Phone_________________________________________

Present Address___________________________________________________

City_________________________________ State__________________	  Zip Code _______________________

Branch of Service___________________________________ 

   
Date of Birth_______________________________________    Today’s Date _____________________________


_______ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 and $50 
Lifetime Membership fee ______


_______ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member. One may become an 
Associate Member (AVVA) for _____ 1 year  $20       _____ Life membership ($100). Current VVA members can 
support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50.


Return this form to:

Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth, MI 48170-0473
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Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


