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Welcome Home!

“Never Again Will One Generation of
Veterans Abandon Another”

First, I would like to start by thanking all the volunteers who helped make the Fall Festival Fundraiser
successful. There are too many to name, but you know who you are! It would have never happened if it
weren’t for you. We had a lot to do with the Rib Dinner, Beer Tent, and Parking Lot. Roughly; all three made

about $7,900!!

If you haven’t signed up for benefits from the PACT Act yet, you have until September 30th! So, go

see a service officer to get help.

Additional information pertaining to Agent Orange Birth Defects; there is an organization called Birth
Defect Research for Children that has a nationwide birth defect registry: It is comprised of 4 groups: in-
country Vietnam War veterans, non-in-country Vietnam War veterans, Gulf War veterans, and the general
public. Admission to the registry can be made by completing a form online at birthdefects.org. It’s the only
registry that allows parents to make an entry, making it a crucial resource for identifying needs for medical

research.
In closing, I just want to say I hope to see a lot of you at the next meeting on October 9gth at 7 p.m.!
Stay Safe!
John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.
7th Cav.

Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969




Digger’s Desk

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS

Car Shows have concluded for the 2023 season and

Euchre has moved to Wednesdays starting at 7:00PM.

Pinochle continues on Friday at 2:00PM.

Call in and come on down to the Post for a bite to eat
and a beer. Specials vary weekly. Be wise, stay safe.

RECENTLYAND UPCOMING

The Chapter Committee regarding the dissolution of
VVA National is ongoing, in an attempt to avoid
surprises in the future. The most recent VVA Veteran
is discussing this issue which was heavily addressed at
this summer’s National Convention.

We were partnered again with E.G. Nick’s for a
couple of events concurrent with the Plymouth Fall
Festival. Both events rendered a decent payback to
the Chapter.

We had a total of 20 members attend the Annual
Howard County All Veterans Reunion the week of
September 11, coinciding with Patriots Day and week.
It was a great time. I can only say that you will never

know what you’re missing until you actually do attend.

See you next year.

There is a casserole dinner scheduled for October 7.
Personally, I'll miss this while at my Vietnam
Company Reunion in Arizona.

The next general membership meeting will be on
Monday October 9 at 7:00PM. It’s a great time to be
an American, Veteran and member of Chapter 528.

Until Valhalla to all who have gone before us.

Don Dignan
D/2/16 “Rangers” 35S

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968 Wil

Photos courtesy of Ronald Thomey




manning the beer tent on Friday and Saturday
night, and running the car show on Saturday and
Sunday; it’s a wonder any of us survived, but
survive we did. Many stepped up to the plate so

Odds & Ends we could get the job done and done well. The
chapter and the post did well for our efforts.
Kudos to all!

Membership “ Bob Lamoureux

- Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

There were no applications for membership this
past month. Our current membership stands at 310 =
VVA and 85 AVVA members. Of these, we have 74 :
life AVVA members. ‘ Py )

Lapsed Members: As of September 25, 2023, the
tollowing individuals have not renewed their
membership: none Kokomo 2023

Dropped from Roster: none
October AVVA Renewals: Irfan Hameedi

If you have already renewed, thank you. If you
have not, please do so before the end of the month
to keep your membership current.

Wednesday Car Shows

Another car show season ended with a rainout on
September 6. Even with a few rainouts and heat
cancellations, it was still a successful year. Thank you
to Dave Henwood and his crew for all their hard
work.

VFW Golf Outing

There was a substantial drop in the number of
teams this year, but the 44 golfers who participated
had a good time on a beautiful, weather day. Mark
Gallo’s team won first place at -12 with Dave
Wegmann’s team second at -11. My team,
unfortunately; came in last at even par. Hopefully, we
can get back to our normal 17-20 teams next year.
Even with the smaller turnout, the post was still able
to make a profit of $1,500. Many thanks go to all who
were involved, either playing, preparing and serving
dinner, donating raffle prizes, golf packages, car wash
tickets, or golf balls for the goody bags.

Fall Festival

An extraordinary number of man hours were
required for the festival this year. Between running
the parking lot behind E.G. Nicks for 3 days,
preparing and serving the spare rib dinners on Friday;
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Chaplain’s Corner

Welcomed Home by God
From Our Daily Bread
by Mike Wittmer

After Sherman Smith recruited Deland McCullough
to play American football for Miami University, he
grew to love him and became the father Deland never
had. Deland had great admiration for Sherman and
aimed to become the man he was. Decades later,
when Deland tracked down his birth mom, she
shocked him with the news, “Your father’s name is
Sherman Smith.” Yes, that Sherman Smith. Coach
Smith was stunned to learn he had a son, and Deland
was stunned that his father figure was literally his
father!

The next time they met, Sherman hugged Deland
and said, “My son.” Deland had never heard that
from a father. He knew Sherman “was saying it from
a place of ‘I'm proud. This is my son,” and he was
overwhelmed.

We too should be overwhelmed by the perfect love of
our heavenly Father. John the Baptist writes, “See
what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God!” @ JOHN 3:1).
We’re as dumbfounded as Deland, who didn’t dare
think someone like Sherman could be his dad. Is it
really true? John insists, yes, “that is what we are!

If you believe in Jesus, His Father is also your Dad.
You may feel orphaned, alone in the world. But the
truth is you have a Father — the only perfect One —
and He’s proud to call you His children.

Chaplain’s Corner:

I have been across the ocean for 2 1/2 weeks. I have
not heard of any of our members that need
assistance.

Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)
(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 7347512992
rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade
1968 - 1969

In Memoriam

David Vern Ramsey
September 27, 1953 0 August 7, 2023
US Navy Veteran 71-81
USS Long Beach CGN-9

Friday, September 15, October 20t
and November 10, 2023
6-10 PM
@VFW Post 6695, Plymouth, Mi
1426 S. Mill St. Plymouth

Karaoke

with
The Niner’s




Plymouth Fall Festival

We had a very successful weekend at the Plymouth
Fall Festival, and we are thankful to all the volunteers
who participated in that success. This was our first
attempt at the Rib Dinner, and all those who
purchased a meal indicated their satisfaction. We
discovered possible improvements to help things run
smoothly if we decide to offer this event again next
year.

RIB DINNER

Al Sneath, Mark Gallo, Irish Gallo, Jim Tillman, Gene
Spurgess, Mike Kelly, Hanna Sneath, Ruth Barnhill,
Ron Bator, Shirley Jallad, Darrel Bazman, Chuck
Kovalik, Bob Genna, Bill Petrere, Tom McMullen,
Sue McMullen, and Bob Dew

BEERTENT

Darrel Bazman, Al Sneath, John Heraghty, Bob
Lamoureux, Mark Gallo, Mike Kelly, Frank
Barkovich, Don McLane, Ron King, Pete Glasgow;
Ron Thomey, and Bob Dew

Bob Dew, Sgt.
Marine Corps
Supply

H&MS 11, MAG11,
1st MAW

DaNang Airbase
1969

Kokomo 2023

ICA |

Kokomo photos courtesy of Patty and Dennis

Bielskis




October 2023

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
GOLF AUX MEET EUCHRE 7:00 PINOCHLE CASSEROLE
6:30 2:00 DINNER 5-7

10

11

12

13

GOLF VFW MEET EUCHRE 7:00 PINOCHLE
VVA MEET 7:00 2:00
7:00

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

GOLF HOUSE EUCHRE 7:00 PINOCHLE
COMM MEET 2:00
7:00

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

GOLF VVA BOARD EUCHRE 7:00 PINOCHLE
BLOOD MEET 7:00 2:00
DRIVE 1;30-

7:00

GOLF HALLOWEEN

October Birthdays

Douglas Appleyard, Richard Balish, Darrell Bazman, Andrew Benyo, Richard
Blandina, John Burczyk, Michael Cloar, Bob Cohen, Patrick Colbeck, Danny
Cook, William Cottrell, Skip Davison, Betty Durham, Paul Enderle, Jack
Fortney, Robert Genna, Donald Green, Michael Hoben, Robert Humphrey;
Michael Kelly, Estelle Kiser, Drew Koet, Ruth Koscielniak, John Krawcke,
Ruth Lamoureux, Lawrence Letke, Emory Meier, Ron Michalak, Thomas
Moricz, Walter Munie, Dennis Northrup, Margot Parr, Douglas Patterson,
Jerry Pazdan, Vincent Petransky, Roy Pistor, Stephan Retherford, Loren
Roberts, Debra Schnettler, Glen Sedam, John Shenkaruk, Henry Sikes,
Ronald Strochine, Arthur Surdu, William Taylor, and Raymond Thomas

Calendar by
Nancy Dignan



Kokomo Reunion 2023
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MEAT RAFFLE

VFW Auxiliary 6695
Is Holding A Fund Raiser,
Meat Raffle!

Saturday, November 4, 2023 From 3-? p.m.

VFW Post 6695 1426 Mill Street
Plymouth, Michigan

Bring Cooler For Winnings!

Hot Dogs and Sloppy Joes for purchase
questions contact:

Meat Raffle Chairman
Patti Brothers

734763477018

MEAT RAFFLE TICKETS
MEAT RAFFLE $20.00, 14 ROUNDS

MEAT BUNDLE $5.00 For 1
$10.00 For 3

MISSION BBQ $5.00 For 10

BOOZE BASKET  $5.00 For 1
$10.00 For 3

BASKET RAFFLE  $5.00 For 10

DESSERTS $5.00 For 10

MEAT RAFFLE FOOD PRICES

HOT DOG & CHIPS $3.00
BAG OF CHIPS $1.00
SLOPPY JOE & CHIPS $4.00

SLOPPY DOG & CHIPS $5.00

N Hlooe x{ Lt Gamble VFW Post 6695

~ Patti Glasgow
- (736) 740-2191




MICHIGAN VETERANS FOUNDATION

Serving our nations homeless Veterans DETROIT VETERANS CENTER
4626 Grand River Ave.
Saving our nations heroes Detroit, Michigan 48208

(313) 831-5500 Main
“A nation which forgets its defenders will itself be forgotten.”  (313) 831-5589 Fax

Mwhlgan Veterans Foundation
DVC * Detroit Veterans Center

Our nation, again at war, must fight another war and release our Former Heroes from the indignity and despair of homelessness.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Dear Supporter:

The Michigan Veterans Foundation (MVF) is a 501C (3) non-profit agency whose overall objective is to fill the
gaps that currently exist in providing services to Michigan’s Veterans. MVF’s main project is the Detroit
Veterans Center - a well-planned and well supported community effort.

The Detroit Veterans Center (DVC) is a transitional housing facility and resource center. The DVC provides the
skills and confidence needed for homeless Veterans to break the cycle of homelessness and return to
independent living. This includes the specific goals of residential stability, increased skill level, increased
income, and greater self-determination to obtain and maintain self-sufficiency.

Veterans in the program are in a safe, structured environment designed to lead them back into society
through professional guidance and veteran-to-veteran reinforcement. The DVC works in collaboration with a
multitude of human service providers, non-profit organizations, and governmental agencies to meet the
veteran’s medical, psychological, and educational needs.

The Detroit Veterans Center is transforming homeless Veterans into independent wage earners
and taxpayers who will have a positive impact on their community, state and nation. These once
homeless patriots are rejoining the community, which called upon them to preserve the freedoms
that we all enjoy.

The program currently heavily depends on government grants, accounting for 99 percent of its
funding. However, with the conclusion of the public health emergency on May 11, 2023, the
foundation is at high risk of shutting down due to a 50 percent funding cut starting from May
12, 2023. Your support is crucial now to prevent the foundation's closure and ensure its ongoing
operation. Your generous contribution will be greatly appreciated and will directly benefit the
Veterans who have honorably served our nation.

Thank you for your Support

Raeda Dabaja, CEOQ
Michigan Veterans Foundation / Detroit Veterans Center

Please help us change this national disgrace; give generously. Monetary contributions can be sent to the
Michigan Veterans Foundation at: Michigan Veterans Foundation
4626 Grand River Ave. Detroit MI 48208 313-831-5500

Homeless Veterans,
All They Ever Wanted Was To Come Home,
It Is Time They Did.
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Chapter Officers

President John Heraghty 734-845-7444

1st Vice President Bob Dew
2nd Vice President ~ Pete Glasgow

7347968-3267
734745479663

Secretary Ron King 734-679-6424
Treasurer John Fleming 7347421-0149
Board of Directors

Darrell Bazman  734-207-3197 Don Petrere  734-595-1422
DonDignan 73452570157 Al Sneath 73473775337
Gene Spurgess  248-887-621  Tom Fedewa  734-404-6598
Tom McMullen 734-658-6070 Jerry Thomason 734-895-5257

Committees

A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 73476046066
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 7344167515
Chaplain Rich Whipple 7347751299
Chapter Historian

Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 7347421-0149
Membership Bob Lamoureux  734-397-8389

Homefront Newsletter

Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313732075775
Editor Don Dignan 7347525-0157
Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 73441675159
Ron King 734767976424
Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
Product Sales Rick Demeester  248-486-9981
POW/MIA
Public Affairs Don Dignan 7347525-0157
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734752504560
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis ~ 248-486-0001
State A.Delegate Joe Tebor 734-502-8087
State A. Delegate John Spencer 7347397-8975
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734745474522
Vietnam War 5oth Com. Ron King 73474544522
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267
Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066
John Spencer 734-716-0619

Dennis Bielskis 2487671654
Tom Brown 313-32075775

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officer (VSO)
Richard LeGault 734-800-9399
RLEGAULT.VSO@outlook.com

Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center 313-381-1370

Dearborn Crisis Center 313-584-7800
VA Medical Center Detroit 313-§76-1000

VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer

I0

October 2023

Chapter 528 Website: wwwvvas28.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvvas28.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Our Service Photos

VVA Chapter 528 has 168 VVA members’ service
photos and 3 AVVA members’ service photos
displayed on our website and in our display case at the
Post. I'm sure most members have a photo of
themselves laying around somewhere. When you find
your photo you can either mail it to Tom Brown @
17730 Snow Ave. Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and
send it to: tombrowni949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg,
bring it to our general membership meetings and give
it to Tom or Dean Bell or bring it to the VEW. Be
sure to include your name, branch of service and the
year the photo was taken. Don Petrere will place the
copied service photo in our display case.

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher
2nd Missile Battalion
44th Artillery Pershing

Ft. Sill, OK 1st year

HHD III Corps
Ft. Sill, OK 2nd year

Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or photo to
Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tombrownr949@gmail.com. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property
of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the Chapter, the editors, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).
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“TROPHIES & ENGRAVING
Ed Duprey

Owner

32635 Ford Road Phone: (734) 266 - 1815
Garden City, Ml 48135 Fax: (734) 266 - 1817
(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) www.greatlakestrophies.com
Hours: 9 -6 Weekdays / 9 - Noon Sat. E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com

* landscape design ‘@ installation
* lawn ‘@ landscape maintenance
* snow ‘R ice management

Matthew Gorski
President

(248) 676.8508 office
(248) 676.8557 fax

yourwaypropertyservices(@comcast.net

DONATE YOUR CAR TO

«Where you can still claim
Fair Market Blue Book Value

«Car ion is 100% tax ible and
pick up is free

Helping Those Who Help Otbers « Assisted over 2,000 worthy organizations
in our community

CALL TODAY: (313) 255-1000
or donate online at charitymotors.org

Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528
when turning in your vehicle.

Insured Free Estimates

INCORPORATED

Specializing in:
Harry Yaremchuk Trimming & Pruning
(734) 522-6215 Tree, Shrub & Stump Removal

WWW.MYLIFEFORCE.NET/RT

1 248 671.2280

PRODUCTS THAT MAKE
PFOPLE-HEALTHIER

www.mylifefiree.net /o

Main Street Auto Wash

“‘the freshwater wash”
1191 S. Main Street Phil Pursell
Plymouth, M| 48170 (734) 455-9685

aiphagraphics

DESIGN m COPY ® PRINT » COMMUNICATE

7994 Lilley Road « Canton, Michigan 48187

Phone 734.455.6550 « Fax 734.455-3740
Email us336@alphagraphics.com
www.us336.alphagraphics.com T

Frank S. Barkovich

Accounting & Tax Service

* Individual / Business Taxes  * Business Coaching
* Small Business Specialists  * Veteran Owned

P.O. 871831 734-748-5168
Canton, M| 48187-7531 frabar2136@gmail.co

=1l LPL Financial

Bob Carris
Registered Principal

40400 Ann Arbor Rd

II
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Vietnam Veterans of America

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training
purposes) in the Republic of Vietham between November 1, 1955 and May 7, 1975, or in any duty location
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975

Name email

Phone

Present Address
City State Zip Code
Branch of Service

Date of Birth Today’s Date

$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed

| am a Vietham Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service.
I am not a Vietham Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member

One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). 1 year ($20), 3 year ($50), Life membership
ages 59 and under ($175), 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50.

Return this form to:

Vietham Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528
P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth, Ml 48170-0473
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